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D. MERRILL EWERT, PH.D.

president’s message

TRANSFORMING LIVES GIVES 

CAREER MEANING

“Fresno Paciϐic University is the Mennonite 
Brethren Church’s gift to the Valley.”  With 
those words over dinner in New York City 11 
years ago, the late Harold Haak (FPU presi-
dent 2000-2002) made the case for why I 
should consider becoming a candidate for 
president of FPU.  He described this univer-
sity as a place where lives are changed and 
people called into leadership and service.

I listened; and at the end of July, I will re-
tire after 10 wonderful years.

A year or so after arriving at Fresno Pacif-
ic, Priscilla and I were chosen to participate 
in a Council of Independent Colleges program 
on the university presidency as “vocation” 
and “calling.” Funded by a major foundation, 
20 presidents and their spouses spent several 
days discussing university leadership.   

Though we had never met, Walter, presi-
dent of a historically black institution, and I 
often came down on the same side of various 
issues. He had been a tenured professor and 
administrator at Harvard during the same 
years I had taught and served as director of 
extension at Cornell.

Between sessions, a group gathered 
around Walter and me and asked what teach-
ing in the “Ivies” was like.  We both said the 
students are very bright, which makes teach-
ing very challenging and great fun. Walter 
joked, “My students were a lot smarter than I 
am!” “The same at Cornell,” I added, “I never 
took on a new Ph.D. student unless I was ab-
solutely sure that she/he was smarter than I.” 

After a short silence, another president 
mused, “That must have made the decision 
for you guys to leave Harvard and Cornell 

very difϐicult.”  “Not really,” said Walter.  I 
agreed and then asked, “Walter, during those 
12 years at Harvard, how many times did a 
student come up to you and say, ‘I thank God 
for Harvard! My life has forever changed be-
cause I came here? I’m so glad that I came to 
Harvard?’”

Walter thought for a moment and said, “It 
never happened; no one ever said that to me.  
How about you, Merrill? How often did some-
one tell you that Cornell changed his or her 
life?” “Never,” I replied, “I don’t ever remem-
ber hearing those words from a student dur-
ing my 11 years at Cornell.”  

“So Walter,” I continued, “how often do 
students tell you that they thank God for 
your university; that coming there changed 
their lives?” “At least once a day,” he replied. 
“And how about you, Merrill? How often do 
you hear that at Fresno Paciϐic?” “Not nearly 
as often as you do,” I responded. “I probably 
hear it only two or three times a week.”

The group again fell silent, then another 
president said, “I get it; I understand why 
you left Harvard and Cornell to go where you 
work now.”

Asked to capture the essence of this uni-
versity in one word, I say “transformational.” 
Lives are transformed here, and that gives 
meaning and purpose to the call that brought 
Priscilla and me to Fresno Paciϐic. We have 
thoroughly enjoyed serving here. To all of you 
who have become our friends through this 
process, thank you very much!
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AROUNDTHEGREEN

P
ete Menjares, Ph.D., will be 
the 11th president of Fresno 
Paciϐic University. The Board 
of Trustees voted to appoint 
Menjares during regular 
board meetings March 2-3.

“The board of trustees is pleased to ap-
point Dr. Pete Menjares as president of FPU. 
Pete has exhibited strength of character, 
grace, dignity and humility throughout the 
search process. His leadership abilities and 
experience and his deep spiritual commit-
ments will serve him well as he leads this 
Christian university,” said John Thiesen, 
board chair and co-chair of the presidential 
search committee.

“It is a tremendous honor to be selected as 
the 11th president of Fresno Paciϐic Universi-
ty and I am looking forward with great antic-
ipation to serving this vibrant and dedicated 
academic community,” said Menjares, who 
received his Ph. D. in education: language, 
literacy and learning, from the University of 
Southern California in 1998. His master of 
arts in education: teaching and curriculum, 
is from California State University, Domin-
guez Hills, and his bachelor of arts in religion 
in pastoral ministries is from Vanguard Uni-
versity. For the last 16 years, Menjares has 
been a teacher and administrator at Biola 
University, mostly recently serving as Vice 
Provost for Faculty Development and Aca-
demic Effectiveness. 

Menjares has also served with the Council 
for Christian Colleges and Universities as a 
conference presenter and consultant on in-
tercultural competencies. Currently he is a 
senior fellow in the Leadership Development 
Institute, a program dedicated to helping 
emerging leaders explore their vocational 
call in CCCU institutions. Menjares has also 
been a public school teacher, a licensed 

minister and a senior pastor. He 
and his wife, Virginia, are na-
tives and lifelong residents of 
the Los Angeles area.

The presidential search 
committee included faculty, 
staff, students, board members 
and community representa-
tives. Executive search ϐirm the 
Dingman Company facilitated 
the search process for the uni-
versity. Four ϐinal candidates 
were presented to the search 
committee for interviews. The 
committee then recommended Menjares to 
the board as a ϐinalist, and the board invited 
Pete and Virginia to the university in Febru-
ary for three days of meetings with members 
of the FPU community, who provided feed-
back to the board. 

The selection process was rigorous and 
inclusive. “This is a wonderful end to a thor-
ough, wide-ranging and prayerful search 
for FPU’s next president. We are thank-
ful for all who participated and for all who 
have prayed for the university this past nine 
months as we engaged in the search,” said 
Larry Martens, presidential search co-chair 
and university trustee.

Menjares takes over from D. Merrill Ew-
ert, who will retire effective July 31, 2012, 
after 10 years as president. “I have come to 
know and deeply appreciate Pete through 
our shared participation in CCCU. He has 
the respect of leaders throughout Christian 
higher education and I am conϐident he is 
the one to lead Fresno Paciϐic to a whole new 
level of success,” Ewert said.

PETE MENJARES 
SELECTED AS ELEVENTH 

PRESIDENT OF FPU

I 
am looking forward with 

great anticipation to 

serving this vibrant and 

dedicated academic community
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KEEPING FPU AN AFFORDABLE INVESTMENT

T
o keep students and families invest-
ing in higher education, FPU contin-
ues to hold tuition below the national 

average and increase services students 
need to succeed. 

“A high-quality private education can be 
affordable,” said Stephen Varvis, vice presi-
dent for enrollment management. “Fresno 
Paciϐic has the faculty, academic programs, 
facilities and ϐinancial aid to make this 
happen.”

Traditional undergraduate tuition for 
2012-2013 will be $24,960, less than the 
2011-2012 national average for independent 
colleges of $28,500. Even with the increase 
in room and board, the ϐirst in three years, 
combined expenses for a student living on 
campus will go up no more than 2.9 percent.

Graduate tuition, including Fresno Paciϐic 
Biblical Seminary, will not increase for 2012-
2013. Bachelor’s degree completion tuition 
will go up $5-10 per unit, depending on the 
program.

The 1.8 percent traditional undergradu-
ate tuition increase compares to average 
2011-2012 hikes of 8.3 percent at public col-
leges and universities, 4.5 percent among 
independent schools and 8.7 percent at 
community colleges, according to the Col-
lege Board, an association of 5,900 colleges, 
universities and other educational organi-
zations. California’s tuition increases last 
year—21 percent at public four-year colleges 
and 37 percent at two-year colleges—were 
the highest in the nation.

Housing and room and board for 2012-
2013 will be $3,450 per semester, up 7 per-
cent. This compares to more than $5,000 and 

higher at area public universities; higher yet 
in many parts of California. “Students can 
pay less to come to FPU and live on campus 
than at a state school in a major metro area,” 
Varvis said.

Affordability has long been important at 
FPU. In 2009-2010 the university was one of 
six nationwide to freeze tuition, and in 2009 
it introduced a four-year graduation guar-
antee. The 3.7 percent raise in 2011-2012 
remained below the national average for 
independent college and universities, while 
increases were made in ϐinancial aid, the 
number of faculty, educational technology 
and academic services. 

That practice continues for 2012-2013. 
The university will continue to renovate res-
idence hall rooms and increase need-based 
ϐinancial aid. “We have set aside $12,350,000 
in institutional aid—that’s what FPU gives in 
addition to state and federal programs—for 
2012-2013. That’s $1,000,000 more than we 
offered in 2011-2012,” Varvis said.

Other improvements to the main campus 
include adding two student houses, a com-
muter-student lounge in East Hall, a study 
area and technology lab in AIMS Hall of 
Mathematics and Science and improved se-
curity cameras. A 12,000 square-foot expan-
sion of the North Fresno Center opened early 
in 2012, with several new classrooms, ofϐices 
and a student lounge area.

“We work very  hard to serve academically 
qualiϐied students of all ages. And today, 
more than ever, we’re doing that with an eye 
toward value,” Varvis said.
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F
rancis Chan believes in just trying 
things—in life, in ministry and in front 
of 1,300 pastors, lay church leaders and 
nonproϐit agency staff members.

“I look back at my life and all the great 
things that happened were things that 

just happened. I was just trying things,” the author of 
Crazy Love, founding pastor of Cornerstone Church in 
Simi Valley, CA, and co-founder of Eternity Bible Col-
lege said at the 2012 Central Valley Ministry Forum. 

To accommodate by far the largest audience to at-
tend the annual Ministry Forum since it began in 2004, 
Chan spoke from the middle of the Special Events 

FRANCIS CHAN URGES MINISTRY FORUM ATTENDEES TO 

RISK FOR GOD
Center gymnasium. The square stage set with only a 
café table and two chairs was perfect for Chan’s enthu-
siastic, conversational style. Screens above the stage 
captured his animated facial expressions and often ex-
pansive gestures as Chan’s voice rose with laughter or 
fell to a hush.

Chan was clearly open to the inspiration of the mo-
ment, even to admitting discomfort. “You’re sitting at 
tables and taking notes,” he said with a smile. “That 
means I have to have something to say.”

What Chan said in “Living by Faith,” the ϐirst of the 
day-long event’s three sessions, was that to follow 
Christ is to trust him, and him alone, even in the middle 
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starting a seven-week “Taste of God” series where 50 
Christians meet with 50 nonbelievers. In its ϐifth week 
as he spoke, Chan reported “Taste of God” had six bap-

tisms in one week; due to space prob-
lems, those baptisms took place in a 
wading pool atop a building. 

What stops others from doing 
what Chan does? Forgetting to trust 
God and be courageous. “If you’re go-
ing to try things, you’re going to fail,” 
he said. The risk of failure is that crit-
icism comes quickly, especially in the 
digital age. “Every time I make a mis-
take somebody tweets it,” he said. 

But there’s also a risk in not fail-
ing. “Once something is successful, 
people try to protect it,” he said.  

Either one, “can take away the 
courage the Holy Spirit gives you,” 
Chan said. The answer is to ask your-

self: “Am I letting expectations get to me? My reputa-
tion get to me? Or am I being real before God?”

A reputation as being real before God clearly pre-
ceded Chan to Ministry Forum, attracting more than 
four times the usual attendance for the February 16 
event. “There was a lot of demand for him” said Char-
ity Brown, director of alumni and church development 
at FPU.

Having guests like Chan is what the Ministry Fo-
rum is all about. “The goal is to be a resource for min-
istry leaders, especially those at smaller churches 
who aren’t able to travel to big ministry conferences,” 
Brown said. “It’s our gift as a Christian university to 
the Valley.”

Chan’s message of trying things—of risking to reach 
people—appeals to many and is biblically sound. “He’s 
saying we need to be bold in our relationship with 
Christ,” Brown said. “It hits where FPU is.”

p ,

of every action. “My whole point right now—and which 
wasn’t the point of my sermon—is that I don’t know 
what I’m doing,” he said. 

Instead, Chan ϐigures God looks down and says, 
“Francis, you have no idea what I have planned for 
you.” 

Among the things God has had planned so far for 
Chan have been quitting work three weeks after his 
marriage to start a church, starting a Bible college 
over a burrito lunch, selling his home and traveling the 
world with his family while wife Lisa was pregnant 
with their ϐifth child, hosting a steak-and-lobster feast 
for the poor in San Francisco’s Tenderloin District and 

Francis Chan 

is author of 

Crazy Love, 

Erasing Hell, 

and 

Forgotten God
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A
t ϐirst glance, Richard Unruh 
didn’t see a career.

It had been a long drive alone 
from his home in Seattle in his 

prized 1964 Corvair Monza, and Paciϐic 
College looked nothing like the greenery 
and Gothic architecture of the University 
of Washington, his ϐirst college choice. “We 
didn’t have any of that,” he says.

What Paciϐic had in 1964 were the men’s 
dorm (now Witmarsum), the women’s 
dorm (Strasbourg), the classroom building 
(Sattler), Hiebert Library and Alumni Hall. 
Today those structures are part of the 50 
acres of buildings, sports facilities, ϐlower 
beds and tended green space that is the 
main campus of Fresno Paciϐic University. 
As Unruh plans his retirement in 2012, the 

university has more than 3,600 students 
and four regional centers. Then he was one 
of 235 students living on a campus that 
had been a cotton ϐield four years before 
and was still mostly land for the single 
groundskeeper to mow and disc.

Paciϐic was not in Unruh’s plan. A few 
years in Christian schools had convinced 
Unruh that a public school was the place 
to be. Then John Redekop, who sang with 
Unruh in the Shoreline Mennonite Breth-
ren Church choir, visited Unruh’s uncle’s 
dairy farm, where Unruh was spending the 
summer. “He said, I’m going to Paciϐic Col-
lege to be the ϐirst political science teacher 
and I want you to be the ϐirst political sci-
ence student,” Unruh says. Redekop told 
Unruh he would help build the program as 

student assistant. “He seemed to make it 
sound like it was going to be a great expe-
rience,” Unruh says. 

Political science was in Unruh’s plan. 
As a high school senior, Unruh had taken 
the required government course and been 
fascinated. He switched career plans from 
farming to teaching college political sci-
ence. “I never questioned that goal,” he 
said.

Redekop got on the telephone with Pa-
ciϐic and got Unruh accepted and set up 
with ϐinancial aid. His pastor’s brother-in-
law ran Paciϐic Printing Press, later Paciϐic 
Printing, and got Unruh a part-time job. 

Ivy-covered walls or not, Unruh jumped 
into campus life, joining the Peace Club, 
the Model United Nations Club, Student 

MORE THAN MET HIS EYE

Richard Unruh retires from the 

career he didn’t see coming

By Wayne Steff en
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Council and Student Court, where he was 
chief justice. He also edited the school 
newspaper with future teaching colleague 
Luetta (Feil ’66) Reimer.

As Unruh prepared for his profes-
sional career, his personal life took a less 
intentional, at least to him, path. After a 
girlfriend in Seattle broke off their rela-
tionship during his senior year, Unruh 
spotted freshman Pat Friesen in the Alum-
ni Hall food line. When his roommate and 
a friend asked Unruh to make it a triple, 
he walked to the women’s dorm and asked 
Pat out ov er the lobby intercom, which was 
as far as men could get into the building. 
“I’d never spoken with her before,” he says. 
“She ϐirst of all had to check with her girl-
friends to see who I was.” 

That was six weeks before he graduated 
in May 1967. After three dates, including 
the junior-senior banquet, they decided to 
stay in touch. At commencement Pat met 
his parents and that summer she came to 
Seattle from her home in Dinuba. During 
that visit, the voice that would lead 1,000 
class discussions stumbled over a question 
to Pat. He doesn’t remember what came 
out. “What she said was, Are you trying to 
ask me if I will marry you?” Unruh recalls. 
They got engaged at Christmas 1967 and 
married in August 1968.

Teaching at his alma mater had never 
occurred to Unruh, who was still set on a 
public university. But in 1968 the war in 
Vietnam shadowed the country, and draft 
deferments had been nearly entirely elimi-
nated. The Unruhs were vulnerable, as 
were many young couples.

While he never found out for sure, Un-
ruh assumed John Redekop was behind 

what happened next. After four years at 
Paciϐic, Redekop was returning to Canada, 
opening a spot for Unruh to teach at Pa-
ciϐic as an alternative to military service 
through the Mennonite Brethren Christian 
Service Program. The service program 
paid $40 a month and $40 more for food. 
Paciϐic provided an apartment near the 
Fresno County Fairgrounds a few blocks 
from campus. 

Pat, still a student, worked a few hours 
a week as a teacher’s aide. She earned her 
BA in 1970 and teaching credential in 1971. 
She would get a master’s at FPU in 1980 
and administrative services credential in 
1991 and have a career as a teacher and 
administrator, mostly in Christian schools. 
The couple has a daughter, Elizabeth, who 
is an architect in North Carolina.

When his service obligation ended in 
1970, Paciϐic offered him and Pat a cam-
pus apartment if he’d serve as head men’s 
resident in addition to teaching full time. 
“I don’t know if there was a formal invita-
tion to stay on. It was just assumed,” Unruh 
says. 

The one time Unruh pondered chang-
ing course was while considering doctoral 
studies. He asked the senior faculty, mostly 
in their thirties, what they thought. “They 
afϐirmed me,” Unruh says. “That’s the last 
time I questioned it. I had the feeling I was 
doing what God wanted me to do and I al-
ways enjoyed doing it at Fresno Paciϐic.” 
Unruh earned his Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara, in 1993.

Unruh’s students have gone to law 
school, worked in the California Assembly 
and become teachers. Several have fol-
lowed him as FPU faculty, and two have 

ofϐices near his on the second ϐloor of Mc-
Donald Hall. 

Rod Janzen (BA ’75), professor of his-
tory and director of the individualized 
master’s program, took three classes from 
Unruh. As a teacher, Unruh encouraged 
debate and conversation. In one course he 
dedicated one session a week to current 
events; in another he required students 
to volunteer in a political campaign. “We 
were always tying what we were learning 
into contemporary issues,” Janzen says. 
“Everything I took from him demanded full 
participation by students.”

Taking his own advice, Unruh has also 
participated in governance at FPU as chair 
of Faculty Session, the social sciences divi-
sion and many committees, but he never 
gets far from the classroom. “Teaching is 
the most important thing he does at FPU,” 
Janzen says.

Ken Martens Friesen (BA ’84), associate 
professor of political science and history, 
is a veteran of eight courses. “I think that 
was basically every class he taught,” Fri-
esen says.

Both by his style of teaching and his at-
titude toward his subject, Unruh inspired 
Friesen. “He was concerned that politics 
be something that is in the public square. 
Not just for politicians, media and special 
interests,” Friesen says.

In retirement, Unruh, who was awarded 
emeritus status in March by the FPU Board 
of Trustees, plans to dive into his library 
of 1,500 or so books, overwhelmingly his-
tory and political science, just as he dove 
into FPU—the 44-year career he didn’t see 
coming.
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AS HE LOOKS BACK AT 10 YEARS 
as president of Fresno Paciϐic University, 
D. Merrill Ewert can still hear the mandate 
he got when he accepted the position.

“The board told me: In 1997 we changed 
the name of the college, now change the 
college to a university,” Merrill says.

Whatever the sign on Chestnut Avenue 
said, the feeling was that Fresno Paciϐic 
was still a college. “Things were a bit con-
fused,” says Larry Martens. A member of 
the FPU Board of Trustees since 1999 and 
chair from 2004-2009, Martens was on 
Merrill’s search committee.

The focus was on traditional under-
graduate students. Bachelor’s degree 
completion and graduate programs were 
sometimes treated as add-ons, with classes 
spread over many locations. Academic 
areas did not communicate and faculty in 

one department but teaching in multiple 
programs could report to as many as three 
deans. Becoming a university meant be-
coming more comprehensive. “We were 
pretty narrowly deϐined,” Martens says. 

GREATER 
EXPECTATIONS
Today FPU has ϐive schools, organized 
by discipline. Students have a path from 
their ϐirst day of class through commence-
ment, whether they come straight out of 
high school or back to the classroom after 
years in the workplace. Departments work 
across the schools to bring faculty togeth-
er. Adult bachelor’s degree completion 
and graduate programs are concentrated 
in centers in North Fresno, Bakersϐield, 

Visalia and Merced. Though all programs 
have expanded, degree completion has 
been the engine that has driven enroll-
ment from 1,600 students in 2003 to 3,600 
in 2012.

The board is also different, in makeup 
and mission. Where once 75 percent of the 
members represented the Paciϐic District 
Conference of Mennonite Brethren Church-
es, which sponsors FPU, that ϐigure is now 
40 percent, with the rest coming from 
the surrounding community. Ewert also 
brought in Robert Andringa, then president 
of the Council for Christian Colleges and 
Universities, for a retreat on helping the 
board manage appropriately. “We went to 
the mountains on our retreat and we came 
down a different board,” Martens says.

At the same time, FPU has grown in 
stature with new buildings, academic 

College TO  UNIVERSITY
MERRILL AND PRISCILLA EWERT WERE PASSIONATE ABOUT FRESNO PACIFIC

By Wayne Steff en

➲
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programs, music ensembles and sports 
teams. As Ewert spends his last weeks in 
his ofϐice on the Fresno main campus, an-
other new sign goes up; this one on the cor-
ner of Chestnut and Butler, cementing the 
2010 union of FPU and MB Biblical Semi-
nary as Fresno Paciϐic Biblical Seminary.

Along with the new organization came 
new expectations for those who taught in 
it. “There was more emphasis on faculty 
being involved in scholarship,” says Paul 
Toews, professor of history and director of 
the Center for Mennonite Brethren Studies, 
who has been on the faculty since 1967. “I 
think we’re a better institution for it.”

The increased rigor has been leavened 
by personal attention. “He’ll actually come 
down to faculty members’ ofϐices and talk 
about things they care about,” says W. Mar-
shall Johnston, Jr., associate professor of 
history and classics. 

COLLEGIAL SPIRITS
Another way Merrill connects is by at-
tending events. As does his wife, Priscilla, 
who Johnston calls, “an amazing pres-
ence.” “She’s part of the team,” Johnston 
says.

Though the Ewerts don’t claim credit 
for the success of the university’s sports, 
music and performing arts programs, they 
have been more than casual supporters. 
“We both truly enjoy music, drama and ath-
letics. The added beneϐit is it’s our students 
doing it,” Priscilla says.

“It’s important to people to know that 
other people care about how they did,” 
Merrill says.

No administrator has done more to sup-
port music, says Wayne Huber, associate 
professor of music. “They’re here; you don’t 
even have to think about it.” 

Senior Deanna Den Hartog enjoys see-
ing Merrill and Priscilla at concerts. “One 
or both of them show up at nearly every 
single music event,” she says. “They both 
attended my senior recital and the recep-
tion afterwards.”

That interest in students is not limited 
to certain groups. “They are big on the sto-
ries of students in general,” says Athletic 
Director Dennis Janzen. From national 
championship ceremonies to regular din-
ners in the cafeteria, they connected. “It’s 
not very often you have a president of the 
university take that level of interest.”

Like the concerts and sporting events, 
those meals became a chance to ϐind out 
what’s going on. “Students see us so often 
they forget who we are and talk to us like 
regular people,” Merrill says. 

Priscilla also gets to know students as 
chemistry lab supervisor. In AIMS Hall of 
Mathematics and Science, Priscilla is a lot 
more than the ϐirst lady. “She reigns in this 
building,” says Karen Cianci, dean of the 
School of Natural Sciences.

Her job description is to lead labs and 
tutorial sessions, but Priscilla does more. 
“She’s also the number one cheerleader,” 
Cianci says. “Many top students will tes-
tify to her signiϐicant encouragement and 
mentoring.”

Chris Veldhuizen is one such student. 
The sophomore entered as a math major, 
taking general chemistry lab as a fresh-
man. That year he scored in the top per-
centile nationally on the general chemistry 
test. He qualiϐied for an internship with 
Dean Lee (BA ’87) at the University of Tex-
as MD Anderson Cancer Center. “Priscilla 
really drew the love of science, for chemis-
try, from me,” Veldhuizen says.

LEADING AS A TEAM
Merrill is happy to credit Priscilla’s con-
tributions. “Most people would agree that 
the best part of my presidency has been 
bringing Priscilla here,” he says.

While Priscilla is the hugger of the two, 
Merrill’s reserve clothes a caring nature, 
Martens says. “He’s got a heart and tremen-
dous empathy. When you’re in the role of 
president and have to make hard decisions 
you don’t always come across as warm and 
fuzzy.”  

Watching the couple in action is to see 
a team. The Minnesota natives met in 

graduate school at the University of Wis-
consin, Madison. They have two daughters, 
Michelle, who has a law degree from the 
University of Wisconsin, and Stephanie, 
who has a Ph.D. in sociology from the Uni-
versity of Washington.

Both Priscilla and Merrill love a good 
discussion, which set an open communica-
tion style that served them early: they mar-
ried in June 1973, and started a three-year 
Africa service term that August. “We were 
uprooted. We became each other’s primary 
support system,” Priscilla says. “Since we 
were ϐirst married we have talked every-
thing through,” Merrill adds.

The last 10 years have given the Ewerts 
plenty to talk about, from the joys of stu-
dent achievements and enrollment records 
to the pain of recession budget cuts and 
the sudden death of students and a faculty 
member. The worst part of being president 
is the phone call in the middle of the night. 
“That’s the sort of thing you never get used 
to,” Merrill says.

More than one person says Merrill leads 
best during crises. While disagreeing that 
difϐicult times are his ϐinest hours, Mer-
rill knows the importance of leading ef-
fectively when the going gets tough. “If the 
leader is scared and uncertain, this will 
shake people’s conϐidence in the leader, the 
organization, the future and themselves,” 
he says. 

LOOKING AHEAD
Conϐidence in FPU is high at the end of 
Merrill and Priscilla’s term. “We’re start-
ing to hit our stride,” Martens says.

Priscilla wants to be remembered for 
the personal. “I hope people would say I 
cared about students and invested in them. 
I hope I made donors, faculty, staff and stu-
dents feel appreciated,” she says.

Merrill would be pleased if during his 
time FPU became more engaged in the re-
gion. “A friend of mine in town said that on 
my watch the doors and windows of Fresno 
Paciϐic opened,” he says.

Dennis Janzen sums it up: “Merrill and 
Priscilla made Fresno Paciϐic better.”

They came to make a college a univer-
sity—they accomplished a lot more. 
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CREATING 
SCIENTISTS

through community

T
he freshmen gather in Room 108 of AIMS 
Hall of Mathematics and Science. Using 
wheeled chairs that look like they came 
from a starship, they pull together into a 
ragged oval among the anatomical dum-
my and charts, the computer stations 

and the sign that says “do the math.” As some ϐinish 
their lunches, Kelsey Ryska tells them about the con-
vention she just attended and asks how they enjoyed 
spring break the previous week. 

Everyone shouts “Hooray” for Rachel Boldt, who 
just ϐinished her master’s in regenerative studies at Cal 
Poly Pomona, but the cheers turn to groans when talk 
turns to the upcoming biology test.

“No one’s sleeping tonight,” says one.
“Starbucks at midnight,” adds another. 
Then the water pasteurization indicators arrive, 

and everyone sets up an informal assembly line to as-
semble and test simple scientiϐic devices that could 
save lives in Africa. The students doing the work are as 
much a project as the indicators themselves.

This is the ϐirst year of an FPU program promoting 
the STEM disciplines (science, technology, engineering 
and math) among those statistically less likely to earn 
a bachelor’s degree in science and math ϐields: low-
income, Hispanic and/or ϐirst generation college stu-
dents. The program started in the fall of 2011, funded 
by a $3.75 million, ϐive-year federal grant shared be-
tween FPU and the College of the Sequoias. There are 
15 students from FPU and 18 from COS; all ϐit one of 
the criteria, many ϐit two or all three.

The COS effort is called Promoting Achievement & 
Scholarship with Enrichment Opportunities (PASEO). 
An articulation agreement between the schools helps 

  By Wayne Steff en
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interested COS students transfer to FPU. The schools 
also cooperate through an advisory committee. More 
on PASEO at cos.edu/Academics/MathEngineering/
PASEO/Pages/default.aspx.

At FPU, Boldt (Camp BA ‘07) is the learning com-
munity coordinator who handles the administrative 
necessities. Ryska (Zimmerman BA ’07), the grant co-
ordinator, meets with participants at least weekly and 
is in overall charge. “I basically make sure that every 
activity around STEM happens,” Ryska says.

The ϐirst thing Ryska makes sure happens is that 
students bond. “STEM is a learning community based 
on academics,” she says. A shared enthusiasm for sci-
ence will turn this group into a team, just as a passion 
for sport welds a group of athletes and a love of music 
binds an orchestra.

The plan is working for Patricia Vasquez and Jorge 
Cubillos. “We encourage each other to perform well 
and not slack off,” says Cubillos, who graduated from 
Kerman High School. “If we notice one person is off by 
themselves, we see what’s going on with them.”

“There’s a lot of support,” says Vasquez. “You feel 
connected.”

Part of Ryska’s role is to mentor students. “She’s like 
our parent; she pulls our ears when we need it,” says 
Vasquez. The graduate of Fresno’s McLane High School 
appreciates this added support since her mother and 
siblings are back home in Mexico.

What puts students like Cubillos and Vasquez at risk 
is not a lack of ability or interest. “They’re extremely 
intelligent, driven individuals; they just need a little ex-
tra support their freshman year,” Ryska says. Support 
in dealing with professors, handling registration and 
other issues, even what school supplies they need. 

Parents are as involved as they can be, but since 
many didn’t attend college themselves they can’t help 
their children with these challenges. “You can’t lead 
someone somewhere you haven’t been,” Ryska says.

The STEM program is built on several similar ef-
forts across the country, including the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City. The main elements are:

• Summer Bridge. Students come to campus for a 
week before their freshman year. They get sub-
ject preparation, live in residence halls, eat in 
the cafeteria and meet each other and faculty. 
COS students also participate.

• The cohort. As freshmen participants take four 
classes together: General Chemistry, Ancient 
Civilizations, Jesus and the Christian Commu-
nity and Written Communication. 

C R E AT I N G  S C I E N T I S T S  T H R O U G H  C O M M U N I T Y

OVERALL PERFORMANCE

Academic Success Rates
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• Supplemental instruction. Study sessions are 
available for JCC, General Chemistry and An-
cient Civilizations. Participants are guided by 
model students, who have already completed 
the classes but audit them again to support the 
new students. This activity is open to all stu-
dents, not just those in the STEM program.

Another plank in the program is community activi-
ties related to science and service. That’s where the 
water pasteurization indicators come in. The group 
made more than 150 of the devices for a missionary 
going to Swaziland this summer with Project Glory. 
Pasteurizing water, heating it to a speciϐic temperature 
for a given time, kills harmful bacteria. Each reusable 
indicator allows a family of 10 to heat their water in the 
sun while they are at work or elsewhere.

Ryska will keep track of the ϐirst class after the 
freshman year, and plans to hire several as support in-
structors, teaching assistants, ministry assistants and 
peer counselors. Plans for 2012-2013 are to have 40 
students in the program at each school.

Early results show students in the FPU STEM pro-
gram are signiϐicantly more likely to get a grade of C 
or better in the four courses the cohort takes together. 
(See graph) “So clearly it makes a difference,” Ryska 
says.

The program is making a difference to Vasquez and 
Cubillos. “If I weren’t in STEM, I would have changed 
my major,” says Vasquez, who plans to become a physi-
cian and work with immigrants in the Central Valley.  

Though he changed his major from science to inter-
cultural studies, Cubillos sees value in studying science 
as he prepares for his career as a missionary. “Just the 
way I think more analytically,” he says.

Just like those water pasteurization indicators, 
students in the STEM program are being prepared 
to contribute to the well-being of those beyond their 
classroom.

GET INVOLVED! There are many ways 
to support mathemaƟ cs and science at FPU. On the 
website, go to fresno.edu/schools/natural_sciences 
to learn about our students, faculty and faciliƟ es. 
Know a high school student who could benefi t from 
our mix of academic, professional and ethical devel-
opment? Send them to experiencefpu.com/degree/

pre-health-sciences. Seed money has already been given 
to establish the nursing lab at the North Fresno Center. 
You can help! To contribute to the nursing lab equip-
ment, science equipment maintenance funds, science 
and math scholarships and more, contact Nicole Linder 
at nicole.linder@fresno.edu or 559-453-2058.
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A love of the outdoors has resulted in a  book for Shirley 
Spencer (MA ’06), a graduate of the FPU Individualized 
Master of the Arts Program (IMAP).

Originally conceived as her master’s thesis/project, Flowering 
Shrubs of Yosemite and the Sierra Nevada grew out of Spencer’s 
desire to produce something both meaningful and funcƟ onal that 
fused her scienƟ fi c knowledge and arƟ sƟ c abiliƟ es. “I also wanted 
to create something that could be used and appreciated by many 
people, not just academic circles,” she says. The book is an extension 
of the work she does in Yosemite NaƟ onal Park. There, Spencer works 
and teaches with a variety of groups doing everything from leading 
educaƟ onal trips and presenƟ ng hands-on workshops and lectures to 
working as a seasonal park ranger interpreter.

IMAP provides a structure for master’s study in areas where 
FPU has signifi cant strengths but does not off er a formal program. 
Students, in consultaƟ on with an advisor, design a program subject 
to approval by the IMAP Council and the availability and willingness 
of university faculty to supervise study in the proposed area. IMAP 
students follow all normal admissions procedures and requirements. 
Rod Janzen, professor of history, is program director.

Spencer’s interest in the wilderness and outdoor educaƟ on was 
sparked the summer aŌ er she graduated from high school, when she 
was part of the Youth ConservaƟ on Corps at Palomar Mountain. “AŌ er 
that summer experience working outdoors,” she says, “I really wanted 
to pursue a career of working in a wilderness environment with the 
public, either teaching or guiding.” She received her bachelor’s degree 
in life science from Pacifi c Union College and later received a teaching 
credenƟ al and her EMT-1 cerƟ fi caƟ on. 

While teaching and leading fi eld trips for FPU’s adult programs, 
Spencer became interested in furthering her educaƟ on at the 
university. A professor had encouraged her to get her master’s degree 
in environmental studies, noƟ ng that with an advanced degree she 
would be able to lead educaƟ onal programs on her own without the 
having an advance-degreed professor accompanying her. Spencer 
took the requisite graduate exams to apply to master’s programs and 
worked with Michael Kunz, professor of biology, to form a curriculum.

The structure and fl exibility of the IMAP allowed Spencer to 
pursue her master’s degree as a working professional. “Generalists 
like Shirley are usually the people who are able to think holisƟ cally 
and integrate materials from diff erent disciplines,” Kunz says. “I think 
Shirley benefi Ʃ ed from the one-on-one interacƟ on and our ability to 
tailor the curriculum to meet her specifi c needs.” While the IMAP is 
not for everyone, Spencer’s pre-determined goals and self-direcƟ on 
were instrumental to her success, he adds.

When it came Ɵ me to begin work on her master’s thesis, Spencer 
iniƟ ally hoped to create a tree and fl ower guide but her boss at 
the Yosemite InsƟ tute pointed out that there were very few shrub 
guidebooks. IniƟ ally resistant to the idea (“I didn’t think that shrubs 
could be very glamorous!”), Spencer eventually came around and 
approached the Yosemite Conservancy with a mock-up of her 
scienƟ fi c wriƟ ng and illustraƟ ons—their enthusiasm for the project 
resulted in a book deal; it was published as a joint venture between 
the Yosemite Conservancy and Heydey Books. 

“Puƫ  ng together my scienƟ fi c and arƟ sƟ c interests and ability to 
create a guidebook was a compilaƟ on of my academic work at FPU 
and my career work as a naturalist in the naƟ onal parks,” Spencer 
said. She intends to conƟ nue to work and teach in Yosemite NaƟ onal 
Park while conƟ nuing to write and illustrate, though she cauƟ ons that 
ideas for her next book are sƟ ll in their infancy. 

“It is a sƟ mulaƟ ng and rewarding life and career,” she says. “I 
have found my niche in what I really enjoy doing. There can hardly 
be any beƩ er place to teach scienƟ fi c principles than in an outdoor 
wilderness.”

Flowering Shrubs of Yosemite and the Sierra Nevada is available for 
purchase via Heydey Books (heydeybooks.com) and major online 
booksellers, or can be ordered by local independent booksellers.

}ALUMNI PROFILE
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By Katie Fries (BA ‘00)
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GENERAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Terry Frantz (BA ’71) is employed by Systran 
in Houston. He is a senior instrucƟ onal 
technologist and the company specializes in 
educaƟ onal technical training services. He 
went to Saudi Arabia for fi ve weeks at the 
end of September 2011. He worked with Shell 
Oil, teaching supervisors how to instruct their 
employees using computers.

James DeVries (seminary ’76) has reached 
35 years as a missionary with One Challenge 
InternaƟ onal. He has 10 grandchildren, 
all living overseas with their parents as 
missionaries. 

Penny Weaver (MA ’92) 
was appointed to serve as 
ScoƩ s Valley Unifi ed School 
District superintendent in 
July 2011. 

Michael Allen (seminary ’06) is employed as 
FPU director of insƟ tuƟ onal research.

ErnesƟ ne (Fletcher BA ’07) Houston and 
husband Jamie will celebrate eight years of 
marriage on May 8, 2012.

Chris Meyer (MA ’08) began as Dinuba High 
School principal in August 2011. He has 
worked in the Dinuba Unifi ed School District 
for 16 years. “I got into educaƟ on and dis-
covered that I enjoyed being around the kids, 
and I had the ability to posiƟ vely impact their 
lives” he says. 

Jaclyn Rios (BA ’09) is employed in the fi nan-
cial aid department at Southern BapƟ st Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

Jennifer Deibert (BA ’10) has begun a one-
year service assignment with Mennonite 
Central CommiƩ ee (MCC) in Hanoi, Vietnam, 
as a manuscript editor at The Gioi Publishing 
House. She is serving through MCC’s SALT – 
Serving and Learning Together – program for 
young adults from Canada and the U.S. who 
volunteer outside both countries.

Pedro Urena (BA ’10) assists non-profi t 
agencies in the Central Valley such as 
Our United Cultures Inc., AssociaƟ on of 
Mexican American Educators, EducaƟ on and 
Leadership FoundaƟ on and EducaƟ on for 
Peace and JusƟ ce. He works with various 
projects and has started a student leadership 
commiƩ ee for Our United Cultures, Inc.

Melissa Kent (MA ’10) joined FPU as student 
success coordinator. She is also the founder/
president of EducaƟ onal College Consultants 
(EC-Squared), an independent educaƟ onal 
consulƟ ng fi rm helping students with college 
planning, academic advising and career 
guidance. For more informaƟ on visit 
ec-squared.com

Kimberly Nolan-Molina (BA ’11) is in a 
master’s program for library and informaƟ on 
science at San Jose State University. 

Nasreen Riahizadeh (BA ’11) received the 
John ValenƟ no Award for her work on The 
Giving Garden from Tree Fresno at the 
6th Annual CityScape Awards. The John 
ValenƟ no Award was created to thank 
and honor a volunteer whose passion, 
commitment, advocacy and example 
inspire to conƟ nue Tree Fresno’s mission to 
enrich the quality of life in the region through 
the addiƟ on of trees and trails.

César Garcia (seminary ’11) was named the 
general secretary of the Mennonite World 
Conference in January 2012. 

FACULTY

Father Dale Matson, 
Ph.D., emeritus School 
of EducaƟ on, has 
published his third 
book, a second ediƟ on 
of mediaƟ ons about 
living the ChrisƟ an life in 
contemporary society. 
MeditaƟ ons of a 
Plumber Priest II is 

available at Barnes and Noble or Amazon 
Books.

Loyal MarƟ n (seminary faculty ’72-’83) and 
wife Rosella have directed Prudent Tours 
for 10 years with other director couples. 
They also do pastoral calling on seniors from 
Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church. They 
aƩ end games at Tabor College as well as 
“Learning in ReƟ rement” sessions off ered by 
Tabor. 

Email:  alumni@fresno.edu

Mail:  Charity Brown
 Fresno Pacifi c University
 1717 S. Chestnut Ave.
 Fresno, CA 93702

Fax:  559-453-2033 
(aƩ enƟ on: alumni updates)

Please include your graduaƟ on year(s) with your update. Photos must be 1 megabyte for 
digital fi les and at least 3x4 inches for prints.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 
FLOCK TOGETHER !  
Join fellow Sunbirds on the 
Alumni Council. We’re looking 
for representatives from tradi-
tional undergraduate, gradu-
ate, degree completion and 
seminary alumni.  If you have 
interest in remaining actively 
engaged with your alma mater 
and other alumni, this opportu-
nity is for you.

The Ɵ me commitment is limited. For 
more informaƟ on, contact Charity 
Brown at charityb@fresno.edu or 559-
453-2236.

IN TOUCHWITH ALUMNI

WHAT’S GOING ON?   

It’s so easy to let your classmates and friends know what’s happening 
in your life. Send your news—job, marriage, children, new address, 
awards—to alumni updates.
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D
ouglas Sumi (BA music 
’05), pianist/vocal 
coach with the Los 

Angeles Opera, returned to FPU 
October 17 for a Pacifi c ArƟ st 
Series concert with Deborah 
Sauer-Ferrand, soprano and 
associate professor of music.
Sumi has been involved in 
producƟ ons of Carmen, La 
Traviata, Tamerlano, The Barber 
of Seville, Die Gezeichneten, 
The Marriage of Figaro, Das 
Rheingold and Siegfried in 
Der Ring des Nibelungen. As a 
recitalist, Sumi has performed 
across the United States, 
in Europe and in Canada. 
InternaƟ onally, he served on 
the music staff  of Centro Studi 
Lirica in Novafeltria, Italy. His 
master of music degree is in 
classical accompanying from the 
ManhaƩ an School of Music.

What do your Los Angeles 

Opera duties entail? What 

goes into mounting a 

production like 

La Traviata?

Pianists in opera houses wear 
many hats: repeƟ teur (rehearsal 
pianist), vocal coach, accompa-
nist for audiƟ ons and musical 
preparaƟ on for the young arƟ st 
singers. Beginning with musical 
preparaƟ on of resident young 

arƟ sts; principal singers arrive 
and we begin staging rehears-
als. During the staging rehearsal 
period, usually three-four weeks, 
I am also coaching the singers on 
the roles. Orchestra rehearsals 
begin about one week before 
the opening performance and 
I serve as an assistant to the 
conductor.

Who are some of the 

artists you’ve worked 

with?

Placido Domingo, James Conlon, 
Sir Thomas Allen, Carol Vaness, 
Vladimir Chernov, Linda Watson, 
Erik Halverson, Richard Paul Fink, 
Bejun Mehta, Bruce Ford, Sarah 
Coburn, Juan Diego Florez, Joyce 
DiDonato, Nathan Gunn, Charles 
Castronovo, Bo Skovhus, MarƟ na 
Serafi n and Andrea Silvestrelli.

Are there other areas 

of music or performing 

you’d like to pursue?

Currently, opera is my love; 
however, I’ve been fl irƟ ng with 

a bit of chamber music recently, 
which has really been a treat. 
Learning about the voice has 
aff ected so many areas of my 
approach. Most instruments are 
trying to imitate the voice, so I 
never feel that far from opera or 
classical singing.

What do you enjoy—

or have time for—

personally?

I enjoy regular exercise, includ-
ing yoga—something all singers 
should consider.  Good food, 
wine and conversaƟ on.  Cooking 
for friends makes me very happy.

You got your master’s in 

New York and now live 

in Los Angeles. Which do 

you prefer?

New York by far. L.A. has lovely 
weather and all, however no city 
in the states, or the world, can 
off er what N.Y.C. does: opera, 
symphony, dance, recital, Carn-
egie Hall, Lincoln Center, etc. 
Living in a real melƟ ng pot of so 

many cultures, naƟ onaliƟ es, lan-
guages, cuisines, etc. on one city 
block, or building for that maƩ er, 
is truly a rich experience.  Also, 
New Yorkers are frank; not rude, 
but forward. Not passive aggres-
sive. Generally, people don’t take 
things so personally, so more 
work gets done.

What’s your advice for 

young musicians?

Study hard and seriously. It’s ex-
tremely compeƟ Ɵ ve. Staying en-
couraged is not easy, and there 
will be many sacrifi ces along 
the way. Figure out now if you 
really want this, because it only 
gets harder. Force yourself to be 
a small fi sh in a big pond, that’s 
where you’ll grow out in the real 
world.  Learn how to learn music 
effi  ciently. Be a sponge. The 
greatest performers were always 
students at heart, which takes a 
large dose of humility and self 
confi dence.

What eff ect does your 

faith and your time at FPU 

have on your life today?

FPU was the place where consid-
ering this all as a career began. It 
was a nurturing place, consider-
ing I got a late start compared 
to my colleagues at ManhaƩ an 
School of Music and Juilliard. 
My faith in God is the only thing 
that gets me through some days. 
When studying and then working 
in an environment with so many 
egos, hatred, jealousy, insecurity, 
etc. I had to get to a point of 
realizing what really is impor-
tant.  How am I furthering His 
kingdom? Sharing the Gospel? 
The arts community is defi nitely 
a huge mission fi eld. 

}ALUMNI Q &A

DOUGLAS 

SUMI
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IN THE NEWS

Tim Neufeld (BA ’85, M.Div. ’93, FPU Faculty) 
was featured in the November 7, 2011, 
Mennonite Weekly Review. The arƟ cle, “Prof 
teaches theology with the music of U2,” 
discussed the course Theology, Culture and 
U2, which Neufeld has taught three Ɵ mes. 
The course uses best-selling music group U2 
as a case study for how to think theologically. 
“Many of U2’s songs use metaphors and 
images in the same way that Jesus used the 
symbols of his day to craŌ  parables,” he said. 
The arƟ cle is available at mennoweekly.org

Bryan Feil (BA ’07) was featured in the 
January 13, 2011, issue of The Business 
Journal. The arƟ cle, “Jobseeking through 
faith,” interviewed Feil on his involvement 
with the creaƟ on of the Neighborhood ThriŌ  
Store, which provides low-cost products 
as well as employment training with what 
he calls a “faith-based twist.” The arƟ cle is 
available at thebusinessjournal.com

Whitney (HuƩ on BA ’08) Bunker was 
featured in the Janaury 2012 issue of SALT 
Fresno. She is director and co-founder of City 
Without Orphans, a non-profi t ministry, and 
a former foster agency social worker who 
wants to mobilize local churches to care for 
“temporary orphans” in Fresno. The arƟ cle is 
available at salƞ resnomagazine.org

Wilfred Martens (faculty ’65-’00) had an 
arƟ cle about his memories of catch-and-
release fi shing with his grandson, Adam, 
published in the Senior Living secƟ on of the 
Fresno Bee in August 2011. 

Robert de la Torre (FPU staff ) was featured 
in the January 13, 2011, issue of The Business 
Journal. The arƟ cle, “Program to educate 
residents for jobs gets rolling,” discussed the 
creaƟ on of the Learn 2 Earn IniƟ aƟ ve to bring 
awareness that 69,000 adults in Fresno lack 
basic educaƟ on and that adults can go back 
to school. He was interviewed about his own 
story of earning his high school diploma in 
juvenile hall and becoming an FPU degree 
compleƟ on representaƟ ve. The arƟ cle is 
available at thebusinessjournal.com
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Todd Decker (BA ‘89) 
has published Music 
Makes Me: Fred Astaire 
and Jazz with the 
University of California 
Press. An arƟ cle-length 
review of the book, 
“They’re the Top,” was 
included in the April 5 
issue of The New York 

Review of Books. An a ssistant professor of 
musicology at Washington University in St. 
Louis, Todd won the Best First Book Award 
from the Cinema and Media Studies group in 
2012 for Music Makes Me. Another book, 
Show Boat: Performing Race in an American 
Musical, is to be published by Oxford 
University Press. More on the book at music.
wustl.edu/people/decker. The review is at 
nybooks.com/arƟ cles/archives/2012/apr/05/
theyre-the-top-adele-fred-astaire/ 

WEDDINGS

1 David Kleschold (BA ’82) and Lori Jantzen 
Regier (BA ’84) married on July 2, 2011 in 
Pacifi c Grove, CA.

2 Sheila Kamps (BA ’04) married Nathan 
Frowsing on March 26, 2011. Sheila has a 
Farmers Insurance Agency and Nathan is in 
medical device sales.

3 Alyssa Black (BA ’09) married MaƩ hew 
Garvin on June 12, 2011. Alyssa will graduate 
with her master of arts in interdisciplinary 
studies from California State University, 
Fresno, in spring 2012.

4 April Fujihara (BA ’10) and Timothy Kahn 
(BA ’11) married on December 21, 2011. 
April is studying optometry at the Southern 
California College of Optometry. Tim will 
aƩ end the University of California Irvine 
School of Medicine.

5 Flavia Tincu (MA ’10) married Claudiu Mich 
on October 30, 2011 in Sacramento, CA.

6 Tyler Enns (BA ’11) and Grecia Madriz (BA 
’11) married on August 20, 2011. They reside 
in Fresno, CA.

7 David White (BA ’11) and Sarah Benjamin 
(BA ’11) married on December 21, 2011. Both 
are in the teacher credenƟ al program at FPU.

IN TOUCHWITH ALUMNI
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IN TOUCHWITH ALUMNI

BIRTHS

1 Amy (Voris BA ’92) Lewis and husband 
Stephen announce the birth of son Xavier 
Philip on November 1, 2011. He joins siblings 
Nadine, Ariadne, Kyrie, Peter, Calvin and 
Zachary. 

2 Anna (KaƩ enhorn BA ’96) Huff man and 
husband David announce the birth of son 
JohnMark Ethan on September 12, 2011. He 
joins siblings MaƩ hew, 9; and Julianna, 6.

3 Todd (BA ’97, MA ’03) and Sarah (Steckling 
BA ’97, TC ’98, MA ’03) Friesen announce 
the birth of son Adam Robert on March 5, 
2011. He joins brothers Paul, 8; and Levi, 4.

Christa (Bryan TC ’00) and Aaron Wiens (BA 
’00) announce the birth of son Gabriel on 
October 7, 2011. 

Veronica (Villalobos BA ’03) Meadors and 
husband Brock announce the birth of son 
Seth Allen on May 2, 2011.  

4 Michelle (Wilkinson BA ’04, TC ’05) Carr 
and husband Nathan announce the birth of 
son Ethan David on December 19, 2011. He 
joins sister Darby, 2.

Dmitriy (BA ’05, FPU staff ) and Tatyana 
(Moroz BA ’05) Obyedkov announce the birth 
of daughter KaƟ e Daniel on November 21, 
2011.

5 Jennifer (McCarty BA ’05) Ribb and 
husband Josh announce the birth of daughter 
Elizabeth Joy on August 13, 2011.

6 Jeff  (seminary ’10) and Stephanie (Berg BA 
’06, seminary ’09) Zimmerman announce the 
birth of son Maddex Dean on August 7, 2011.

Blanca Lopez (BA ’07) announces the birth of 
son Xavier Brandon CasƟ llo on July 27, 2011. 

7 Candice (Schaeff er BA ’08) Tickel and 
husband Anthony announce the birth of son 
Hudson James on October 9, 2011. 

ADOPTIONS

Alicia (Vom Steeg BA ’94, TC ’95) DeVore and 
husband Nicholas announce the adopƟ on of 
son Isaiah, 2 years old.  

3

5

7

2

4

6

1

DEATHS

David Lee BoneƩ o (MA) died September 
26, 2011. David, 78, was a reƟ red school 
administrator for Central Unifi ed School 
District. He is survived by his wife, Erna, 
and their two sons, David W. (BA ’89) and 
Maurice BoneƩ o.

Éric Wingender (seminary ’88) died October 
5, 2011, aŌ er a heart aƩ ack. Éric, 54, was 
vice-president and professor of theology at 
ETEM (École de Théologie Évangélique de 
Montréal). He is survived by his wife, Farrah, 
and their three sons, Jean-François, Sydney 
and Spencer. 

MarƟ n Cordero (BA ’95) died November 2, 
2011, aŌ er a baƩ le with cancer. MarƟ n, 39, 
taught math for 15 years at Riverdale High 
School. He also coached boys and girls soccer 
and tennis. His wife, Veronica (Hamm BA ’97) 
Cordero, is also deceased.

ScoƩ  Alan Nelson (MA ’03) passed away 
aŌ er a bicycling accident August 17, 2011. 
ScoƩ , 41, taught math at Mt. Whitney High 
School in Visalia. He is survived by his father, 
Bill Nelson; sister, Kim Feijo; brother, Randy; 
children, Audrey and Ethan; and their mother, 
Brandi Nelson.

Rosella (Koop) Prieb 
passed away January 
14, 2012. Rose, 85, 
served as a 
Mennonite Brethren 
missionary for 30 
years in the 
DemocraƟ c Republic 
of Congo, Africa, with 

her husband Arnold Prieb (PBI ’50). Upon 
return to the United States in 1980 they 
served as pastoral couple at Bethany 
Mennonite Brethren Church for 12 years. 
Rosella Koop was married to Arnold on 
September 21, 1945. He preceded her in 
death, as did one daughter, Carol Joanne. 
Survivors include one daughter Gloria Enns 
(aƩ ended ’67); four sons, Garry (BA ’71, 
seminary ’84, FPU staff ), Larry (BA ’71), Arnie 
(BA ’74, seminary ’80, FPU staff ) and James 
(aƩ ended ’73); 18 grandchildren; 14 great-
grandchildren; one sister, Beatrice WarkenƟ n; 
one brother, Ronald Koop and his wife, Mary; 
sister-in-law Evelyn Koop; and brother-in-law 
Leonard Heinrichs.
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S
cott Garrison took the paragliding lesson his daughters 
bought him for Father’s Day 2005, but decided “that’s a 
little edgy for a guy my age,” says the director of busi-
ness programs at FPU’s Bakersϐield Regional Center.

Gliding lessons worked, but Garrison’s wife, Karen, 
had no interest in ϐlying without an engine. Six years ago came 
what Garrison smilingly describes as “the most expensive week-
end of my life” when a friend ϐlew the couple to Santa Barbara in 
his private airplane. “She thought she could do that,” he said of 
Karen.

Today they ϐly for more than fun. Since 2006, Garrison has 
ϐlown his Cirrus SR-20 single-engine aircraft on more than 100 
missions for the Southern California Wing of Angel Flight West. 
Like all the organization’s 1,900 volunteer pilots, he covers his own 
costs (average $400 per ϐlight). “It’s not my money,” Garrison says. 
“The Lord has allowed me this opportunity.”

Throughout the U.S., Angel Flight organizations arrange free 
air transportation for people with health or other needs. Since it 

began in 1983, AF West has made 40,000 ϐlights over 13 states 
with no accidents. 

A poster and brochure piqued his interest. “I thought biblically, 
to whom much is given much is expected,” says Garrison, who also 
serves the nonproϐit as hospital outreach coordinator, mission ori-
entation pilot and Kern County Area Leader.

Chloe Redfearn (pictured with Garrison) is a regular passen-
ger. The two-year-old goes to Stanford every two weeks for treat-
ment for atypical hemolytic uremic syndrome, a disease affecting 
the kidneys. “We’re very thankful for what he does,” says Chloe’s 
mother, Candace. “Her survival depends 110 percent on her getting 
to Stanford.”

When he’s ready to take to the air for Angel Flight West, Gar-
rison, or any other pilot, chooses ϐlights from the organization’s 
website and emails. “They get picked up pretty quickly; it’s on the 
pilots’ hearts to do this,” Garrison says.

A present from his kids has become 

A GIFT TO MANY
By Wayne Steff en
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A
s she prepared to graduate from high school, the 
future looked promising for Melissa. With a 4.0 
grade point average and plans to start her fresh-
man year of college, her life seemed on the road to 
success. Instead, Melissa’s carefully mapped pros-
pects took a detour. 

“I started hanging out with the wrong people. I just fell off the 
bandwagon,” Melissa says. 

Wanting to lose weight, a friend suggested Melissa try metham-
phetamines. Within six months Melissa had lost nearly 50 pounds, 
and much more. “My whole behavior changed,” Melissa says. “I 
became really deceitful, dropped out of college … the only thing I 
wanted to do was to die.”

In spring 2009, Melissa’s detour hit a dead end. A botched drug 
smuggling attempt into Mexico landed her eight months of federal 
time. Following her release, Melissa had two choices: more prison 
or an alternative sentencing program. Melissa chose the latter and 
was connected with Evangel Home in Fresno.

FPU & EVANGEL HOME HELP WOMEN GET BACK ON TRACK
By Jaime Huss

ROAD TO
   RECOVERY

Evangel Home is a Christian-based shelter for women and chil-
dren that provides a number of services—including food, shelter, 
clothing, recovery services and alternative sentencing programs—
to those in need. Founded in 1955 as part of one woman’s calling to 
help displaced women, Evangel Home has grown to help more than 
400 women and children a year.

For Melissa, the next nine months were spent in a residential re-
covery group attending classes, counseling, Bible studies and work 
programs. There, she  discovered a career planning course part-
nership between the home and Fresno Paciϐic University.

Started in 2008 through a grant from Bank of the West, the pro-
gram is giving new hope to women trying to regain their footing 
in life. The three-month program combines a series of correspon-
dence courses with weekly onsite meetings. 

Monthly presentations by community leaders supplement the 
curriculum, covering key topics such as résumé writing, interview 
skills and pursuing a GED. The program culminates with a mock 
interview at FPU before a panel of staff, faculty and community 
members. Further, FPU has set aside a $1,000 scholarship for 
Evangel Home participants. 
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“Education is so important. It determines which path you take,” 
says Joanie Joy, FPU special projects coordinator. “It’s neat to see 
these women come to that realization.”

Starting the Evangel Home program was particularly fulϐill-
ing for Joy. A friend of Evangel Home Executive Director Gerre 
Brenneman and a one-time intern with the organization, Joy knew 
ϐirst-hand about Evangel Home’s life-changing inϐluence. “I’d been 
impressed with their work. They’re Christ-centered and equip 
women to live a life of integrity,” she says.

The career planning course is based on FPU’s Life Skills Pro-
gram for incarcerated inmates. Considering how to expand the Life 
Skills Program to other groups, Evangel Home seemed like a per-
fect ϐit. “We had the class, they had the need,” Joy says.

Reentering society after being incarcerated is a real challenge. 
A study of nearly 300,000 prisoners by the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice showed that within three years more than 67 percent were 
arrested for a new crime and more than 25 percent reentered 
prison for a new offense. But ϐinding work can lessen those odds. A 
separate study by the Urban Institute Justice Policy Center found 
ex-prisoners who found work within two months of release that 

paid more than $10 an hour had an 8 percent reincarceration rate 
within one year, compared to 23 percent for those who remained 
unemployed. 

Brenneman sees the difference the FPU partnership is making.  
“If you ask our women what they want, most just want to be ‘nor-
mal,’” she says. 

Reϐlecting on the mock interviews, Brenneman remembers 
the looks of nervousness many of the women wore on their faces 
beforehand. And just as memorable were the looks of accomplish-
ment afterwards.  “It’s one more step in restoring our women’s 
lives,” she says.

For Melissa, restoration has put her life on a new path. Follow-
ing graduation from Evangel Home in fall 2010, she began full-time 
studies at a local adult school, graduating with a perfect 4.0 GPA. 
Next stop? More classes en route to her career goal: becoming a 
legal assistant. 

Deϐinitely a step in the right dir ection.

Evangel Home is the winner of the Seminary Social Justice Award.
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S
ome memories live so deep in the heart they 
bring a catch to the throat decades later.

Ask Marvin Steinert about gratitude to 
God and he’ll tell you about his father. “My dad 

taught me tithing,” he says. When Steinert was 14 his 
father, Emanuel, supported the family of four on $25 
a week. Yet every Saturday he’d put $2.50 into an old 
Calumet Baking Powder can for the collection plate on 
Sunday. “It makes me teary-eyed thinking about it,” his 
son remembers, “because I knew how bad he needed 
that $2.50.”

Emanuel Steinert died two years later, without any 
deep father-son talk about honoring God’s generosity 
through charity—or any need for one. “He never did 
say anything, I just saw it. The minute I started making 
any money I started giving,” Marvin says.

LESSONS LESSONS 
LEARNEDLEARNED

FATHER’S EXAMPLE 

LEADS TO LIFE 

OF GIVING

By Wayne Steff en

That lesson of thankfulness has beneϐitted many. 
Marvin and wife Nadene are major donors to FPU, 
Heritage Bible Church and groups s uch as Bakersϐield 
Memorial Hospital and Kern County Teen Challenge. 
When the couple was honored as the Outstanding Phi-
lanthropists of 2011 by the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals (AFP) San Joaquin Valley Chapter, Mar-
vin put the credit where it belonged. “It’s all through 
the grace of Jesus Christ,” he says.

Sitting in the den of their Bakersϐield home, Marvin 
on the leather couch and Nadene next to him on the 
stuffed chair with the ϐlowered print, the Steinerts live 
among comfortable surroundings with decorations 
ranging from decorative masks to traditional painted 
plates. Prominent are family portraits, the last one 
taken at the couple’s 50th wedding anniversary, al-
most 20 years ago.

Today Marvin wears athletic pants and shoes. He’s 
been on his weekly visit to a trainer. Later his son, 
Max, or another family member or friend will take him 
on his daily walk around the neighborhood. 

Marvin speaks quietly but distinctly. His eyes are 
blinded by temporal arteritis but his memory is clear 
and his mind shifts nimbly from past to present. Nad-
ene leans forward, always listening, sometimes ϐlesh-
ing out his comments and adding her own. She has, for 
example, her own family giving story: Nadene’s father, 
Ed Kruger, gave to Paciϐic Bible Institute, the forerun-
ner of Fresno Paciϐic University. “I was raised to tithe 
to Paciϐic,” she says. Today both families are honored 
in the Steinert-Kruger Scholarship Fund.

Nadene is a South Valley native, her parents having 
farmed around Shafter, growing raisin grapes, cotton, 
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alfalfa and a little bit of everything. Marvin was born 
in Kansas but the family moved to Bakersϐield when 
he was six months old due to his father’s health. They 
met at the 1940 Frontier Days Rodeo and married two 
years later.

Union Oil was Marvin’s ϐirst employer, and he would 
have stayed longer had he been able to stay near home. 
“They wanted to transfer me to Los Angeles and I 
didn’t want to go,” he says.

That led to 20 years with Rudnick and Klipstein, 
where Marvin began as an accountant and soon start-
ed managing cattle feedlots. This is also when Mar-
vin started his career in land development, acquiring 
property, ϐirst for his employers and then for himself, 
and ultimately getting a real estate license.

Running feedlots led Marvin to study cattle nutri-
tion and found Kern Livestock Supplement. At ϐirst he 
remained employed by Rudnick and Klipstein while 
running the new business. Eventually his products 
were used in most feedlots within a couple hundred 
miles. “They accepted me because I knew the cattle 
business,” he says. 

The businesses, which later included Kern Livestock 
Grain, did well, but Marvin wasn’t content to give just a 
portion of his income; he looked for charitable oppor-
tunities. A 180-bed hospital and 1,200 acres of ranch 
land on Ashlan Avenue in Fresno subdivided into hous-
ing lots were just two deals he was involved in speciϐi-
cally to beneϐit Fresno Paciϐic. “We did anything to 
raise money to keep the college solid,” he says.

Arthur Wiebe, Al Warkentine and Chester Jost were 
frequent partners and longtime friends. Arthur was 
president of Fresno Paciϐic from 1960-1975, Al is a re-
tired Fresno dentist and Jost, who owned a carpet busi-
ness in Bakersϐield, died in 2004. Marvin and Al were 
members of the university’s foundation board. Marvin 
also served on the FPU Board of Trustees.

Finances were challenging in the 1960s and 1970s, 
and few board members had entrepreneurial experi-
ence, so Marvin’s expertise was as appreciated as his 
commitment. “He’s a successful businessman who is 
deeply committed to supporting the cause of Christ,” 
says Wiebe. 

While major donors commonly gear their gifts to 
their interests, Marvin remembers the generosity 
he’s been shown and has put his money where the de-
mand was. “Wherever the need at the time happened 
to be, that’s where the money went,” Warkentine says. 
Though he did have his heart set on a place for students 
to gather, relax and learn. When that building opened 
in 2003, it was natural to call it the Steinert Campus 
Center. “That was his passion for 20 years,” Warken-
tine says.

Warkentine recalls spending 25-30 hours a week in 
the volunteer position of board member. “Marvin was 
right in the forefront of it,” Warkentine says. “It was 
hands-on involvement.” 

Involvement in FPU for the Steinert family has not 
been limited to time, talent and treasure. All three of 
Marvin and Nadene’s children—Max, Randy and Gary—
attended, with the oldest, Max, graduating in 1967, and 
later serving on the board of trustees. Charlotte (Bar-
tell), Max’s wife, attended, as did all four of their chil-
dren, (all daughters) two of whom graduated. Delores 
(Regier), Randy’s wife, attended, along with one of their 
two daughters.

He may be 89, but don’t call Marvin retired: He 
goes to his ofϐice once a week, where a granddaughter 
helps him oversee the family holdings. Max is in prop-
erty management, Randy is in real estate and Gary is a 
designer. 

What Marvin wants to pass on to his children, grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren is the thankfulness 
to God he learned from his father and that Calumet can. 
“To be givers of what the Lord blessed you with. I never 
dreamed we’d be able to give as much as we did,” he says.

Nadene thinks she knows the secret of Marvin’s suc-
cess. “The Lord knew who he could trust with the mon-
ey,” she says.

Deep memories teach profound lessons.

STEINERT CAMPUS CENTER

GET INVOLVED! Whatever the size, every giŌ  to FPU benefi ts 
the academic, professional and ethical development of our students and 
their ability make a diff erence in congregaƟ ons, communiƟ es and pro-
fessions. Make a giŌ  to the annual fund at fresno.edu/giving, or  contact 
Nicole Linder at nicole.linder@fresno.edu or 559-453- 5591. Interested 
in planned giving? Contact Mark Deff enbacher at mdeff en@fresno.edu 
or 559-453-2239. 
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Y
our team’s ϐirst national team championship, eight na-
tional records in one meet, ranked in the top 15 nation-
ally, FPU and NAIA swimmer of the year.

Sounds like a career.
But for Cheyenne Coffman, the ϐinal buzzer has yet to 

sound. The Prather senior is looking forward to her chance at gold: 
she’s qualiϐied for the Olympic Trials in Omaha in June and is hoping 
to climb to the next level of what she calls a never-ending pyramid.

“Swimming is a never-ending pyramid because there are so 
many steps, and within each step there are certain things you have 
to be willing to do to move on,” she says.

The 2011-2012 season has certainly been one of moving on and 
up, for Coffman and the entire 
swimming team. The women’s 
team won its ϐirst national 
championship March 1-3 in Okla-
homa City. The men’s team, na-
tional champs in 2010 and 2011, 
missed the top spot by .9 seconds 
in the ϐinal race. 

On their way to the one-two 
performance, their ϐinal in the 
NAIA as FPU moves into NCAA 
Division II, Sunbird swimmers 

set 11 records. Coffman set or helped set eight of those marks: the 
50 freestyle, the 100 backstroke, the 200 backstroke, the 200 free-
style relay (with Soϐie Gjemmestad, Michelle Moreno and Katelyn 
Brown), the 200 medley relay (with Lauren Malthaner, Kendall 
Swanson and Brown), the 400 freestyle relay (with Brown, Gjem-
mestad and Stacy Carter), the 400 medley relay (with Malthaner, 
Moreno and Gjemmestad) and the 800 freestyle relay (with Brooke 
Turner, Gjemmestad and Carter).

Men’s records were set by Paul Marie-Rose (100 freestyle) and 
Guy Kosov, Marko Tanasovski, Damien Bernard and Marie-Rose 

(200 and 400 medley relay). Coach Peter Richardson was named 
Women’s Coach of the Year, an honor he also achieved in 2009-2010. 
He was Men’s Coach of the Year in 2008-2009 and 2010-2011.

Going into the nationals Coffman had the 13th fastest time in the 
U.S. in the 100 backstroke, a second faster than any swimmer in the 
history of the NAIA and ahead of the top swimmers on four lead-
ing NCAA Division I teams: USC, Stanford, Indiana and Florida. At 
the UNLV Invitational in December Coffman defeated ϐive Division I 
teams. Of the nation’s 100 top times, Coffman’s was one of only two 
not posted by Division I athletes. She is also the only non-Division I 
swimmer in the Top 50 in the 50 freestyle, at number 26.

It’s the 100 backstroke and 50 freestyle Coffman hopes will get 
her on the U.S. Olympic Team for the 2012 London or 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro games. As Coffman trains 30 hours a week to scale the next 
level of the pyramid, Richardson remembers how far up she has al-
ready climbed.

“When she arrived at Fresno Paciϐic she had never broken 1:00 in 
the 100 backstroke,” he says. “I remember telling her as a freshman 
that she could go 53 someday, it seemed so far away back then, but 
she has already reached 52. There’s not another team in the country, 
in any division, that wouldn’t want her. She’s very special.”

Cheyenne Coff man’s 

singular spark fi res 

team success

OLYMPIC 
  HOPEFUL

Sunbirds on the web  Spring is the season for 
outdoor sports! Find out what’s happening on the tennis 
courts, the baseball diamond, track and fi eld and women’s 
water polo. For up-to-the-minute results and features, go 
to fp uathleƟ cs.com. 
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THIS IS A SPECIAL REPORT to the 
supporters of Fresno Pacifi c University 
and Fresno Pacifi c Biblical Seminary. 
We have made every effort to ensure 
the accuracy of the information con-
tained in this report. Please call to our 
attention any omissions or errors by 
contacting the Advancement Offi ce at 
559-453-2080.

Information in this report covers cal-
endar year 2011 for the university and 
seminary. 

DONOR LEVELS
Cumulative Giving Levels
• $100,000 - Cornerstone
• $50,000 - Round Table 
• $25,000 - Lifetime President’s Circle

Annual Giving Levels
• Dean’s Society contributed $500-$999
• Steward’s Society contributed   
 $100-$499
• Friends of FPU contributed $1-$99
• President’s Circle/Seminary Society
 

These special people:
• promote FPU whenever possible
• pray for its people and needs
• encourage students to attend
• give at least $1,000 annually
• offer advice, counsel and encouragement

An estimated value determines in-kind gifts, 
such as property.

Bold type indicates continuous membership in 
President’s Circle since its inception. 

* now deceased

Italics indicate alumni families

Some donors have chosen to remain anonymous

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
LIFETIME AND ANNUAL 
MEMBERS

533 donors
$1,264,712.73 

IN MEMORY
Venona Buhler
Roger Frantz
Harold Gaede
Winston Handwerker
Vernon Isaac
Martha Nikkel
Jessie Penner
Alice Peters
Charles Riggin

CORNERSTONE
David & Marjorie Allen
Jimmy & Juanita Allen
Mary R. Avakian
Kenneth & Lucille Barnett
Nadine Bartsch
John & Evelyn Bell
John & Esther Berg
Arthur J. Block
Glen & Helene Blue
Dale & Eleanor Boese
Mark & Judi Deffenbacher
Dr. Velma Dyck & Stanley 

Schrock
William & Allison Dyck
Eugene & Phyllis Enns
Mike & Teresa Enns
John & Ardell Fair
Dr. Dennis R. Falk
Dick & Lillian Falls
William & Kattie Fletcher
Lorraine Franz
Dr. Roger & LaWanda Franz
Tim & Patty Franz
Peter J. Funk
Virgil & Nancy Goossen
Dr. Donald & Karen Gregory
LeRoy & Dolores Guaglianone
Alan & Joann Halverson
Winston Handwerker*
Dr. Eric & Darlene Hanson
Delbert & Connie Hein
Wesley & Ann Heinrichs
Arthur & Judy Herwaldt
Bruce & Janet Hinman
Dr. Louis & Jean Janzen
Richard Johanson
Peter & Nancy Klassen
Robert & Patricia Krause
Scott & Debbie Leonard
Dr. Andrew & Annie Lin
Boyd & Barbara McMurchie

Ed & Bonnie Nachtigall
Nancy Neufeld
Eugene & Barbara Nord
Donald & Elaine Pauls
Arthur & Donna Penner
Dr. Herb & Jessie* Penner
Alice Peters*
Alvin & Annie Peters
Kenneth & Regina Peters
Greg & Valerie Quiring
Paul & Jane Quiring
Samuel & Betsy Reeves
Dalton & Beverly Reimer
Wilbert & Luetta Reimer
Nancy Rowland
Dr. Marvin & Loree Schlichting
John & Mary Shehadey
Richard & Susan Shehadey
Frank Smith, Jr.
Charles & Kay Spencer
Maria Spomer
Marvin & Nadene Steinert
Max & Charlotte Steinert
Jack & Kelly Swertfager
Yoshiye Takahashi
Marylene Thiesen
Roy & Barbara Thiesen
James & Ruth Unruh
Willie Vogt
Harold & Carol Voshage
Larry & Paula Warkentin
Dr. Al & Dotty Warkentine
Paul G. Wasemiller
Arthur J. Wiebe
Bob & Mary Wiens
Delbert Wiens & Dr. Marjorie 

Gerbrandt
James & Joyce Young

ROUND TABLE
David & Bonnie Bloemhof
Gary & Kay Brown
Adrienne Chakerian
Arnold & Susan Chakerian
Rick J. Cottrell
Jim & Donna Enns
Nick & Rosemary Enns
Paul & Sherri Evert
Merrill & Priscilla Ewert
Jeanette Fast
Kenneth & Carol Fransen
George & Judy Franz
Dr. Jake & Ruth Friesen
Ray & Mary June Goossen
Jack & Lee Hiebert
Gary & Diane Huss
Judi Huss
David & Carol Jost
Robert Kolbert
Richard & Peggi Kriegbaum

Dennis & Julia Langhofer
Wayne & Alvina Martin
Ken Neufeld
Ted & Rosalie Nickel
Richard & Joyce Nuckles
Vern & Hedy Pletz
Phillip & Martha Pullman
Franklin & Janice Reddig
King Richter
Charles* & Arlene Riggin
Henry & Kathryn Rogalsky
Rick & Necia Schuil
Harold & Elizabeth Silvani
Donald & Florene Thiesen
Ann Wiebe
Richard & Billie Jean Wiebe
Dave & Nancy Youngs

LIFETIME
James E. Aldredge
Dennis & Lynette Anderson
Jacob & Anita Andresen
Nancy Avakian
Richard & Barbara Berberian
Ruby Berg
Vivian Bergen
Betty L. Bergman
Jacob Brandt
Wes & Boots Braun
John & Venona* Buhler
David & Marion Chesemore
Tom & Linda Collins
Ron & Linda Decker
Arthur & Leona DeFehr
Henry & Erica Dick
Andrew & Cleora Ditommaso
Beth Dorough
David & Hildy Dyck
Alma Elrich
Harold & Pat Enns
Robert & Ruth Enns
Pat & Michele Evans
Gene & Julia Feil
Harold & Doris Fleishauer
Allen & Kathy Fortune
Joanne Frantz
Roger* & Katherine Frantz
Samuel & Susan Frantz
Mark & Susanne Franz
Loren & Cheryl Friesen
Robert & Carol Friesen
Walt & Dolly Friesen
Harold* & Marianna Gaede
Steve & Pamela Goossen
Dean & Kathy Gray
Betty Haak
Dr. Doug & Barbara Hampson
Dr. Gene & June Heinrichs
Dr. Gordon & Ruth Heinrichs
Marvin & Alma Heinrichs

Robert & Marian Herrick
Dr. Tu-Hi & Susan Hong
Vernon* & Laura Isaac
Paula Isaak
George & Colleen Jackson
Erna Jantz
Edmund & Mary Janzen
Larry & Patti Johanson
Walter Jones
Richard & Allyson Kahn
David & Mary Ann Karber
Esther Klassen-Isaak
Elona Kriegbaum
Harvey & Roberta Kroeker
Dr. Don & Marilyn Nachtigall
Gary & Arlene Nachtigall
Don & Phyllis Neufeld
Lorin & Karen Neufeld
Cary & Roxanne Nikkel
Everett & Marilyn Norcross
Steve & Sally Norcross
Gregg & Deborah Palmer
Peter & Ruth Penner
Randy & Pamela Penner
Edward & Barbara Peters
Edna A. Quiring
Grant & Joan Radford
Lydia Reimer
John Scudder
Eric & Charlene Shenk
Gary L. Steinert
Leon & Luella Stutzman
Richard & Pat Unruh
Stan & JoAnn Unruh
Stephen & Teri Varvis
Christopher Walling & Sandra 

Chesemore-Walling
Lucille Wiebe
Wilma Wiebe
Devon & Beverly Wiens
Dr. Edwin & Naomi Wiens
Stanley & Nancy Wilson
Willard Winnie
Clifford & Verna Wright

2011 ANNUAL
Charles & Karen Aeschbacher
Katherine Anderson
Laura L. Avakian
Norma J. Bickmore 
Ted & Sandra Bloemhof
Charles & JoAnn Brandt
Donald & Joan Braun
John & Diana Brelsford
Scott Bridgeman
Tim & Charity Brown
Ian & Sharon Burnett
Ron & Roxanne Claassen
Conrad & Donna Clay
Bob & Jacqueline Croft

Ruth M. Dahlquist
Peggy McAlister Davis
Neil & Sonia DeFehr
Brian & Gaylene DeMars
Leroy & Jean Ediger
Mark & Maria Eggert
Harlan & Brenda Elrich
Ed & Marlene Eng
Ann Enns
Roy Erford
Carole Farmer
Royce & Gail Fast
Herbert & Eleanor Foerster
Martin & Ellen Fox
Dr. Brian & Marilyn Friesen
Laurel A. Friesen
Todd & Sarah Friesen
Dr. Melvyn & Vicki Froese
Dr. Arnold & Dianne Gazarian
Dr. Malcolm E. Ghazal
Don & Nancy Griffi th
Anne Guenther
Barbara Jo Harding
Tim & Bea Hensleit
Andrew & Amber Herrick
Jon & Judie Hillen
Leon & Carolyn Hoover
Mark & Laurie Isaac
Ellen Janzen
John & Barbara Janzen
Marshall & Pamela Johnston
Marvin & Tips Just
Dr. Robert & Maryann Kinsey
Abe & Arlene Klassen
Bud & Bev Klassen
Roy & Paula Klassen
Jay & Lisa Kliewer
Janet Klingenberg
Evelyn Koop
Michael & Judy Kulekjian
Colby & Nicole Linder
Barry & Annelie Lockton
Beverly Lofstrom
Steve & Lori Lum
Bill & Anne Lyles
Jerry & Nanette Lyles
Glenda Mabry
Jonathan & Lisa Maher
Larry & Kathleen Martens
Marty & Joan Minasian
Rob & Diana Mock
Kelly & Kathy Nachtigall
Melvin & Martha* Nikkel
Alan & Sue Ours
Scott & Heidi Patterson
Adonijah & Eva Pauls
Ray & Grace Peters
Larry & Dot Powell
Garry & Ruth Prieb
Jaime & Laura Ramirez

Clinton & Colleen Reimer
Daniel & Patricia Richardson
Jim & Yammilette Rodriguez
Gary & Connie Ruddell
Duane & Clare Ann Ruth-

Heffelbower
Walter & Daphne Saul
Ken & Martha Sawatzky
Wes & Jan Schmidt
Brian & Rachel Schultz
Frankie Siemens
Barry & Joni Smith
Todd & Joy Soares
Fred & Linda Starrh
Barry A. Stillwell
Ellenia Suhovy
John Taylor
John & Anna Marie Thiesen
Doug & Judi Thompson
Roger & Sally Uhl
Victor Veiss & Suzana Dobric 

Veiss
Herwanna Voth
Gary & Tami Wall
Charlie & Joyce Weis
Edward & Jane Wentzel
Aaron & Christa Wiens
R.C. & Patricia Woods
Glen & Peggy Zimmerman
DeWayne & Sandra Zinkin
Gregory Zubacz

ESTATE GIFTS

6 donors
$556,701 

Helen Berg
Marie Quenzer Doerksen
Milah Dwight
Henry Remple
Dr. Henry Schmitt
Judith Soley

DEAN’S SOCIETY

107 donors
$35,381 

Bruce & Janet Adams
Clarine Anderson
Doug & Jennifer Armey
Greg & Wendy Ashford
Lydia Barkman
Wes & Bev Bartell
Derek Boucher & Renee Singh-

Boucher
Thomas Brodersen
Glenn & Gladys Button

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
ALL WHO SUPPORT FPU

2011 DONOR HONOR ROLL
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Richard Campbell & Doxey 
Sheldon Campbell

Allen & Denice Carden
Brian & Jeanne Castadio
Dennis & Debbie Cheselske
Ted & Tonya Colton
Terry & Sheri Costa
Karen Crozier
Richard Douty
Greg & Deborah Enns
Tom & Lila Feaver
Valentino & Thelma Foglio
Terance Frazier
Arnold & Carol Froese
Richard & Suzanne Froese
Becky Hirschkorn
Chad Hurst
Dennis & Jeanne Janzen
Jeff & Char Jones
Duane & Cher Jost
Dr. Dean & Lucille Kliewer
Robb & Cindy Kochevar
Wilfred & Erma Martens
Craig & Susanne McFadden
Cliff & Holly McFarlin
David & Sheryl Michael
Richard & Denise Monis
Ralph & Kennieth Nasalroad
James & Sylvia Neves
Doug & Sandra Ollenberger
Bryan Orlopp
Robert & Alvina Osborne
Melvin R. Pauls
Rich & Karen Peterson
Robert & Kathryn Price
Gregg & Juli Rice
Hilda Richert
Salvador & Judie Rivera
Tomas & Kimberly Roos
Thomas & Laura Roy
Mark & Cindy Steele
Paul & Olga Toews
Greg & Lauri Vaughn
Don & Carolyn Warkentine
Tom & Juanita Webb
Ray & Carole Weigley
Steven & Barbara Whitfi eld
Harry & Elvina Willems
Rob & Julie Wills
Arthur & Carlotta Wint
Steven & Denise Yribarren

STEWARD’S SOCIETY

744 donors
$74,651

Don & Manya Adams
Ron Adams & Leah Ogden 

Adams
Steve & Sofi a Alcala
Nicolas & Britni Allen
Eric & Lisa Anderson
Kent Anderson
Jacob Andres
Charles & Debra Andrews
Larissa M. Andrews
Richard & Kay Austin
Daniel & Nancy Azevedo
Ron & Toni Babcock
Susan Baker
Elden & Gloria Balzer
Edward & Ruth Barcus
Steve & Aleesia Barrett
John Barron
James & Carol Bartel
Bette Bartel
Frank & Janice Bartel
Jim & Dorothy Bates
Harvey & Kathy Bauman
Leonard & Virginia Bell
John & Mary Benny
John & Valerie Berg
Clint & Carla Bergen
Sam & Marvis Bergen
Gordon & Melinda Bergman
Marilyn J. Bergman
Dr. Robin Bethell
Linda L. Bettinger
Jonathan Bijjiga
Kenneth & Glynna Billings

Mark & Sheri Bollinger
Paul & Laura Bollinger
Katherine Bonham
Jack & Debra Boogaard
Floyd & Karen Brandt
Jim & Robyn* Brandt
LaVada A. Brandt
Ronald & Lynn Brannan
John F. Briles, Jr.
Michael & Lindasue Brock
Mike & Cheryl Brodie
Franklin & Diana Brown
Ron & Judy Brown
Aaron & Tracy Bryan
Robert & Marilyn Bryant
Norman & Joyce Buller
Ken & Mary Jo Burchard
Laila Joy Cadiz
Donna Callahan
Greg & Esther Camp
John & Rina Campbell
Gary & Shella Carlson
Ernest A. Carrere
Donald Carrion
John Carroll
Donald & Barbara Carter
Cynthia L. Carter
Lyle & Anna Case
Doug Caskey & Mary Liechty-

Caskey
Peter & Pauline Castaneda
Julie Cates
Chuck & Diane Catlin
Michael & Stephanie Cavale
Lance & Janet Chisholm
Bart & Linda Clark
Blaine & Janice Cobb
Bill & Judy Cockerham
Michael & Kimberly Combs
Carl &  Joan Corley
Miguel & Cynthia Cortez
Cathy C. Critchley
Dr. K.O. & Cathy Crosby
Kevin & Lori Curtiss
Don & Barbara Damschen
Jeffrey & Melanie Davies
Kathlyn Day
Rebecca DeBusk
Dr. Pat Diciccio
James & Florence Dick
Steve & Ruth Dick
Dave & Betty Jo Dickie
David & Anita Dodson
Dan & Wanda Doerksen
James & Benti Dueck
Frank & Elly Durksen
Stan & Patricia Ediger
Ken & Priscilla Elrich
Lawrence & Fern Elrich
Richard & Pauline Elrich
Riley Endicott
Arthur & Janet Enns
Kenneth & Robyn Esraelian
Bruce & Terri Evans
Michelle Y. Ewert
Sue L. Ewert
Wilma R. Ewert
Linda Ewy
Jeff & Genny Fadden
Tawfi c & Etaf Farah
James & Tiffany Farmer
Ben & Kelly Fast
Jamie S. Fast
Marlene Fast
Peter & Genevieve Fast
Timothy & Anita Fast
Andrew & Denise Feil
Pat & Jean Fennacy
Randy & Karen Finney
Dean & Kimberly Foglio
Ronald & Sheri Foglio
Larry & Janis Ford
James & Blake Forseth
Mark & Shannon Fox
Bill & Anne Fraker
Randy & Cathy Franz
Alix M. Frazer
Abraham & Geraldine Friesen
Edmor & Thelma Friesen
John & Harriet Friesen
Kenneth & Gwynn Friesen

Milton Friesen & Bendta From-
Friesen

John & Lucy Frost
Mark & Anne Fulmer
Clarence & Jeanette Funk
Kendall & Laurel Funk
Fred Furrow
Jim & Mary Gaede
Mary Helen Garcia
Keith & Janet Gardner
Rodney Gavroian
Matt & Paula Gehrett
David & Marilyn Gerbrandt
Dan & Diane Gilbert
James & Charlotte Gilbert
James & Lori Gilbert
Lillian J. Gill
George & Marcia Giumarra
Jason & Gale Gomes
Harley & Treva Gossen
Frank & Carol Gossett
Gary J. Gramenz
Curtis & Nancy Grant
Michael & Carolyn Green
Sean & Jodi Greene
Steve & Vicky Greene
Carole E. Greening
Ronald A. Guenther
Kirk & Jill Gustafson
Margarito & Sylvia Guzman
Sam & Cathy Hagen
Paul & Carol Halajian
Kenneth & Susan Halbach
Joe & Tammy Haley
Glenn & Sandra Hamilton
Randy & Norma Hamm
Janet N. Harader
Paul & Roxanne Harlien
Galen & Jonell Harms
Marvin & Darlene Harms
Breck & Dora Harris
William J. Harter
Cheryl A. Hartshorn
Dale & Heather Harvey
Rick & Nicki Hash
Billy & Sarah Hawes
Keith & Carla Heal
Keith & Denise Heinrichs
Luke Heinrichs
Robert & Annamarie Heinrichs
Walter & Mary Ann Heinrichs
Jeanne L. Heinrichs-Suhr
James & Irene Henderson
Stuart & Janet Hendricks
Charles & Frances* Henry
Jeff Hensley & Lynne Ashbeck
Joe & Lily Hernandez
Janie Hidalgo
Don & Cynthia Hiebert
William G. Hiebert
Angela R. Hilty
David & Dianna Hines
Todd & Maria Hinkle
William & Alicia Hinton
Brian Hirschkorn
Orin & Keri Hirschkorn
David & Kristine Hobbs
Ken & Diane Hooge
Shirley & Jay Hoyt
Carole Hughes
Michael & Denise Hurst
Dr. Glenn & Rie Ikawa
George & Lillian Isaak
Conrad James
Mike & Leslie James
David & Karen Janzen
Jerry W. Janzen
Dr. Rick J. Jelmini
Bobbi Jentes-Mason
Albert & Darlene Johnson
Charles & Cathy Johnson
Jonathan & Laura Johnson
Mark & Penni Johnson
John & Nina Jones
Lynn & Donna Jost
Debra D. Jura
Eileen J. Karber
Lloyd & Kristine Kauffman
El & Nancy Kessler
Teresa Khachigian-Ritchie
Allen & Caryn Kilgore

Edward & Laura Kirkpatrick
Anne Klassen
Jerome Kleinsasser & Jeanne 

Harrie
Doug Kliewer & Hope Nisly
Gene & Becky Kliewer
Phil & Windi Kneeland
Kelly & Laurie Kolb
Chick & Winnie Kong
Dr. Gerald & Charlotte Konrad
David Koop
Richard & Bev Kopper
Peter & Symontje Kopriva
Jihn & Jennifer Koretoff
Dr. Anatoli Kosov
Vince Kovacevich
Michael & Colleen Kuehter
Darin Kuhn
Michael & Ellen Kunz
Roger & Nancy Kusch
Neal & Colleen Laird
Shaun & Tiffany Laird
Michael & Janet Lakovich
Brandon Lang
Ray & Janet Lawson
Raymond & Marcia Lazar
Dr. Dean & Sharon Lee
Willie Leffall
Brian Leighton
Bill & Rita Leon
Frances G. Levy
Donald & Marian Loewen
Fred & Karen Loper
Michael & Karen Lozier
Steven Lozier
Skip & Heidi Lynn
Theodore & Dione Lyons
Paul & Sharon Magill
Mark & Lori Mainock
Mandie Mancebo
Steven & Catherine Manfredo
Marsha Mann
Deborah A. Manning
John & Susan Martin
Denise M. Martinez
Michelle Matson
Linda M. McCauley
Kevin & Desiree McDougal
Will & Victoria McFeeters
E. Phil McKinney
Ross & Connie McNeely
Brock & Veronica Meadors
Josh Medeles
Randy & Tiffany Mehrten
Dennis & Thelma Mendel
Fred & Jan Merlo
Mark & Lisha Merritt
Theodore & Mary Messerlian
Ian & Aubrey Michael
Michael & Kristi Miller
Gary & Margaret Mims
Marc & Audrey Minnis
Betty Moreno
Kenn & Debbie Morgan
Dean & Ronda Morris
A. Mulroy
Gerald & Sheryl Nachtigall
Terry & Jennifer Nachtigall
Eric & Brooke Nasalroad
Dr. Ted & Aida Nassar
Eric & Rebecca Nelson
Marianne Neufeld
Mary Neufeld
David & Mary Nickel
Fay Nielsen
Wilbur & Barbara Nikkel
Gary & Elaine Nord
Roger & Kristie Nord
Will & Julie Nord
Randy & Kelly Nordell
Jeff & Lynn Nunnally
Terry & Patricia Ogden
Jonathan & Kate Okpukpara
Joshua & Tammy Ollenberger
Leroy & Donna Olson
Gary & Reggi Ota
Helen Panttaya
Doris Papi
Michael W. Parbst
George & Jenny Parchman
Ann C. Paslay

Albert & La Verna Pauls
Darryl & Kimber Pauls
Henry & Eleanor Pauls
Nick & Esther Pauls
Vernon & Bertha Pauls
Ross & Debra Peckinpah
Sean & Kristi Peifer
Leona Penner
Robert J. Peters
Richard & Beverly Pierce
Alex & Pamela Pokrovsky
Tripp & Beth Pound
Thomas Prettol & Teresa Hawes-

Prettol
Dean & Carol Pryor
Floyd Quenzer & Donna 

Hougland
Louise Quiring
Carol Rains-Heisdorf
Steve & Lynette Ratzlaff
Kevin & Lynn Reimer
Mike & Lynn Reinhold
Anne Rempel
Valerie Rempel
Sammy & Dora Resendez
Rudolph & Brenda Reyes
Malcolm & Kathleen Ricci
Peter & Jonelle Richardson
Sarah Richardson
Daniel & Shirley Roberts
Jordan Robinson
Thomas & Sara Robison
Kent & Kristi Robison
Earl & Sandy Rocca
Randy & Christy Rocca
Lynn & Kathleen Roth
Mike & Marcie Rupcich
Patrick & Karen Sadler
Erin C. Scholz
Daniel & Karen Schroeder
Eric Schwab
Kevin & Lisa Sciutto
Peter & Ali Sena
David & Jennifer Serratos
Thomas & Betty Seuis
Frank & Mary Jane Sewill
Kimberlee Shannon
George & Kari Shaterian
Todd & Amy Sheller
Ron & Heather Sheppard
Mike & Susie Sherer
Leo* & Arminee Shishmanian
Benere C. Smith
Donald & Kristine Smith
George & Maria Smith
Jake & Bonnie Smith
John Smith
Mike & Carol Smith
Dr. Ronald & Nancy Smith
Ryan & Jennifer Smith
Michael Snell
Glenn & Mary Jane Snyder
Odon & Diana Solis
Greg & Marcia Sorini
Manuel & Peggy Souza
Stephen & Laurie Spielman
Wayne & Arlene Steffen
Steve & Cheryl Stegmaier
Ruth A. Stephens
Gary & Mae Stiff
David A. Stiglich
Keith & Rhoda Stoltenberg
Derek & Julie Stutzman
Robert & Alice Suderman
Skip & Denise Suess
Lloyd & Diane Talbot
Snjezana Tanasovski
Douglas Taylor & Julia Dyck
Jeff & Anne Taylor
Kenneth & Patty Thiesen
Leonhard* & Grace Thiessen
John & Arlene Toews
Peter & Karen Tozlian
Joseph & Cassie Travo
Vyacheslav & Nina Tsvirinko
Michael P. Varlas
Michael & Lisa Vaughn
Clayton & Betty Venner
Thomas & Nancy Venner
Jim & Aldene Vogt
Katherine A. Voskian

John & Karen Wall
Juan & Rebecca Wall
Walter & Lori Wall
Mike & Florence Walsh
Robert & Marjorie Waltz
Allen & Belva Warkentin
Richard & Gina Wathen
Mike & Paula Watney
Linda K. Weishaar
Jim & Kathy White
Miles & Shawna Whitfi eld
Anne Wick
John & Katie Wiebe
Richard & Betty* Wiebe
Wayne & Sheila Wiebe
Hans & Sheri Wiedenhoefer
Gordon & LeAnna Wiens
Mark & Cindy Wiens
Paul & Diane Wiese
Ronald & Janice Wilkins
Richard & Kathleen Williams
Rick J. Williams
Kenneth & Kristen Witt
Carol Wood
Jason & Sheryl Wood
Timothy & Teresa Wood
Joan C. Wooters
Carlton & Shirlene Xicotencatl
Christian & Davonne Yada
Terence & Misun Yi
Mr. & Mrs. Ellard Youngberg
Howard & June Zink

FRIENDS OF FRESNO 
PACIFIC

942 donors
$22,630

Derek Abbott
Jerald & Deborah Achterberg
Robert & Annette Ackerman
Mike & Cindy Adam
Fiona Agee
Jim & Annett Aiken
Donald & Theresa Allison
James & Loretta Amaral
John & Patricia Anderson
Joel & Peggy Anderson
Betty L. Andrews
Amalia Anzaldua
Taro & Joy Asami
Albert & Carolyn Ashjian
Kevin & Maribell Atkinson
Louise Auernheimer
Liset J. Avina
David Bacci
Daniel & Leann Baker
Mark & Lynn Baker
Dr. Paul & Nelida Balikian
Claire S. Bankston
Jim & Nadine Barnes
John M. Barta
Ruben Bartell
Rick & Karen Bartlett
Ken & Joan Becker
Tom & Janice Beene
Richard & Ila Marie Benedict
Kerry & Beth Benjamin
Melissa E. Bergen
Erwin & Patricia Bergman
Michael & Claudia Bertaina
Marci Bertalotto
Melissa Bertonneau
Darrell & Tootzi Bese
Del & Debbie Beshore
Natalia Bessonov
Bradley M. Bettencourt
Arthur & Diane Bevacqua
Christine L. Bevacqua
Dewayne & Cheryle Bien
Stephen & Susan Birge
Thomas & Janette Bishel
Bill & Tone Blanchard
Sam & Debora Blankenship
Jill Blanks
Evelyn Blasingame
Mike & Connie Blesse
Lynette A. Block
Mike & Sharon Boese
Robert & Raye Boger

T H A N K I N G  A L L  W H O  S U P P O R T  F P U
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Mary A. Borders
Gerrit Bosma
Malcolm & Hazel Bourdet
Bob & Kathy Boyd
James & Marjorie Boyd
Susan L. Boyett
Rick & Colleen Brannon
Randall L. Braun
Sandra L. Brechmann
Margaret M. Brooks
William & Barbara Brotsis
Kathy Brown
Daniel & Whitney Bunker
Megan Burk
Jessica D. Bush
Virgil & Sandy Butenschoen
Nancy Butler
David & Kathleen Byer
Diane Byus
Jose A. Calvillo
Andrew & Patricia Cameron
Joey & Joanne Campbell
Ed & Sandy Campos
Linda Caraveo
Wayne Carstens
William & Azalea Carter
James & Monica Carter
Robert Carter
Donald & Lorraine Caskey
Jeff & Marie Cates
Becky Caudle
Yvonne M. Caveney
Dean & Denise Cearbaugh
Joel & Margot Cegielski
Thomas J. Cemo
Daniel & Mandy Chacon
Thomas Chagoya & Guadalupe 

Chagoya-Velasquez
Maureen Chaney
Paul & Anne Charleston
Aurora S. Chavez
Isaac & Mary Chavez
Ryan Cheek
Cheryl A. Chenot
Robert & Suniti Ciszewski
Roger Claassen & Cheryl Martin
Devree Clark
Karen Cleveland
Mark & Misty Cleveland
Robert & Audrey Cleveland
Cheyenne Coffman
Joe & Nancy Collins
Bob & Jean Combs
Jack & Pearl Coon
Tom & Heidi Cornell
Marian L. Cosso
Alicia Cowan
Darrel & Catherine Cox
Steve & Enes Craft
Sandra Craft
Michael & Heidi Cronin
Terry & Ronda Crosby
Richard Cummings
Anna M. Dahlquist
Scott & Barbara Daily
Allen & Marietta Dalpez
Timothy & Cheryl Daniel
Wilbur & Eudenia Daniels
Donald & Julie Davies
Keith & Barbara Dawes
Carolyn De Jongh
Marlene De Jongh
Charles Deckert
Ruben & Dora Delgado
Travis & Kathryn Demanby
Marshall & Denise DenHartog
Roy & Charlotte Derksen
Mike & Erica Despain
Andrey Dimitrashchuk
Wayne & Cloe Dixon
David A. Dobrenen
Edward & Joann Dobrinin
John & Elizabeth Dodds
Chad & Teresa Downey
Kirk & Margaret Doyle
Jan Drenth
Kevin & Rhonda Dueck
Mark & Beverly Dugle
Rick & Laura Dutra
Sharon Dvorak
Naomi Dyck

Ellen J. Easley
Vicki Eastham
Thomas J. Ebert
Louis & Rosie Echeverria
Kathleen Eggert
Robert Eggert
Esther Eidsen
Emma C. Elizondo
Sterling & Barbara Ellison
Kathleen Engel
Craig & Dorcas Erickson
Kim C. Erickson
Roxanne Esparza
Albert* &  Mae Ewert
Robert & Mary Eytzen
Dr. Farid & Paulette Fam
Dohn & Jeanette Fast
Sarra Lee Fee
Arly & Janice Feil
Matthew Feldmann
Larry & Rosalinda Ferguson
Jason & Theresa Fife
Shirley Fife
Shawn Finch
Darrel Fincher
Donald E. Fischer
Bob & Barbara Fiser
Lois C. Fish
Charles & Darcey Fisher
Charmaine T. Fitzgerald
Shannon Fleetwood
Harlan & Keleen Flint
Robert & Anita Ford
Okalani Foreman
Edward & Lindsey Frankovic
George & Cynthia Freeman
David & Ruth Freitas
Jillian Friend
Laraine Friend
David & Shirley Friesen
Stan & Delores Friesen
Erik Frodsham & Denise Braun-

Frodsham
Norma J. Froehmer
Michelle Frost
Bryan & Lisa Frueh
Richard & Susan Frueh
Mary Furrow
Dennis & Janet Galloway
Rita Gann
Aram & Sherra Garabedian
Marissa Garcia
Ken & Lillian Gardner
Elsie Garrison
Clifford & Maddalena Gartin
Rick & Anne Gaston
Vivian & Earl Gayles
Patty Geil
Janice Gerdts
Kenneth & Patricia Gibbs
Philip & Teri Girard
Larry & Kim Gobel
Margaret Goertzen
Margie Gomez
William & Carol Gong
Carlos A. Gonzales
Renee Gonzalez
Angelo P. Gori
Julie Gregory
James & Sandra Gregory
Jacqulyn Grisby
Laure & Jenifer Gross
Michele M. Guerrero
Henry & Marjorie Guichard
William & Angela Gurnea
Marcelle S. Habashy
Jim & Margaret Hall
Glen Hamilton & Dona Price-

Hamilton*
Kent & Stacy Hammons
John & Patricia Hansen
Douglas R. Hanson
Ethel K. Harder
Jeffrey A. Harkin
James & Teresa Harper
M.R. & Janene Harper
James & Harriet Harris
Shevawn L. Hashem
Rex & Shelley Haught
David Hawes
Scott A. Hawkins

Doug & Norma Hazelton
Dwight & Carol Heier
Roger & Ina Heinrichs
Paige L. Henderson
Rose Hendry
James & Mari Henson
Lydia Hereira
Ray & Elaine Hergenrader
Cynthia Hernandez
Joe & Sofi a Hernandez
Ted & Paula Hiebert
William & Darlene Hill
Dorothy Hills
Gina Hilty
Felipe Hinojosa & Maribel 

Ramirez Hinojosa
Brian & Kathy Hixson
William & Gail Ho
Beverly K. Hoban
Jim & Shirley Holm
Darryl & Erika Horowitt
Nancy J. Hoyt
Wayne & Laurell Huber
Brett & Amanda Hunsuck
Linda Hurst
Christine Iipe
Clarke & Marjorie Indahl
Menno & Alice Isaac
Nancy A. Isaacs
Steve & Elaine Isaak
Immanuel G. Jacquez
Chandra J. Jaime
Christopher J. Jamero
Delbert & Christa Janzen
Eugene & Lillian Janzen
Georgia O. Jeffery
Carol Jennings
Howard & Susan Johnson
Jean C. Johnson
Jesse & Barbara Johnson
Kenneth & Lorie Johnson
Edward & Jana Jones
Herbert Jones
Erik & Misty Jordan
Mark & Karen Jost
Michael & Lisa Jura
Nick & Mary Kado
Cheryl Kain
David & Shawn Kalemkarian
Deborah Kampen
John & Janet Kelly
Robert & Angelina Kelly
Susan L. Kelpe
Brian Kepler
Liezel Kiel
Wade Kimbler
Drake & Ellen King
Tim & Gina King
Dennis & Joy Kinzel
Josephine M. Kirk
Sarah Knight
Lillian Koenig
Matt & Sybil Kolbert
Gary & Chloe Koslowsky
Danny & Colette Krause
Ellen Krieger
Greg & Veronica Kristapovich
Arnold & Eunice Kroeker
Leroy J. Kroeker
Duval & Margaret Kugler
Justin & Jessica Kulekjian
Larry & Debbie Kumpe
A J & Lisa Lakovich
Jim & Letty Lamb
Jason & Terra Lamborn
David & Debra Lampe
Gary & Margie Lampella
Benny & Wanda Langley
Alan & April Langstraat
John & Joyce Larson
Charles & Paula Larson
Robert & Marlene Lautt
Brent & Julie Leaman
Karoline S. Lecrone
Phillip & Judy Lehman
Cathy Leon
Albert & Mary Jane Lepp
Ida L. Lepp
Christy Lizaola
Rick & Erin Lockwood
Cassin & Paula Lofgreen

Kathleen Lopes
David M. Lopez
Kristen Lowry
Bern & Kim Ludwig
Larry & Kristine Lung
Arlene Mack
Jesus Madrigal
Miguel & Goretti Magallon
William Magnusson
Charles & E. Janet Malik
John & Susan Mandler
Richard & Kathy Marcy
Liz Marroquin
Violet J. Marshall
Elmer & Phyllis Martens
Gregory & Susan Martin
David & Jennifer Massie
Joanne K. Matoi
Gary & Paulette Matsubara
Jerry & Jane Maurice
Robert & Laura Maxey
Sarah May
Sharon McAdams-Garbett
Marshall & Lois McCall
Jim & Patty McCallister
Jon McFarland & Laurel 

Jacobsen
Laurie A. McFeeters
Dennis McGuire
Brandon & Lauren McKelvey
Leonard & Patricia McKinzie
Alan & Patricia McLane
Dr. Mark & Bethany Meadors
Keith & Lois Meerdink
Joshua M. Metry
Christopher M. Meyer
Katelyn Michael
Fred & Suzanne Michaelis
Leslie Miller
Lonnie & Victoria Miller
Helen A. Minasian
Kenneth L. Moeckel
Graciela C. Montano
Rodney & Denise Montgomery
Edith Y. Moraga
Vernon & Judith Mordecai
Anthony & Carol Moreno
Steven & Catherine Moretto
Jim & Cindy Morris
Keith & Carol Morse
Steven & Hallie Mounts
Vernon & Carlene Mounts
Rustin & Christine Moyer
Judith A. Murphy
Stan & Tracy Myers
Nina Nagel
Steven & Leslee Nance
Thomas & Sherrill Neal
Joseph Petshow & Latrissa 

Neiworth
Kenneth & Claudia Nesmith
Jonathan & Terri Neufeld
Mitchel & Jane Neufeld
Paul & Judy Neufeld
Philip & Debra Neufeld
Randy & Susan Neufeld
Tara Neufeld
Carmen Neves
Larry Neves
Darren D. Nicholson
Ginger Lee Niemeyer
Harold & Janice Nikoghosian
Henry & Christine Nishimoto
George & Inge Nord
Donald & Janice Nunley
Tom & Bonita Nyberg
Terry & Cathy Oberg
David & Kathy Oliveira
Katherine E. Olshewsky
Terry & Laraine Ommen
Patrick E. Ota
Renee D. Ousley-Swank
Jerry & Elizabeth Owens
Charles & Barbara Oxe
Katy Pacino
Krystal G. Padilla
Kenneth & Dee Pannabecker
Stanley & Margo Papi
Sharon E. Parkin
Mark* & Pamela Parrott
Neda Pashaie

Roger & Dee Patrick
Kyle Patten
Jay & Cindy Patterson
Chet & Irene Pauls
Ed & Twyla Pauls
Eric & Michelle Pauls
Phil & Karen Pauls
Stephen & Janet Pauls
Denise L. Pearson
Irene Pendrell
David & Carol Penner
Don Penner
Ella B. Penner
Richard & Carolyn Penner
Ronald & Frances Penner
Stephen & Glena Penner
Kristin Penton
Chris & Jackie Perry
Burton & Laurene Peters
Walter Petitt
Anthony & Lydia Picciuto
Roger Picquet
Ilse M. Pope
Carol Porter
Paul & Nancy Posharow
Arnie & Brenda Prieb
John Pryor & Betty Schafer-Pryor
Jeremy & Marcy Pusey
Karynn Rady
Steve & Krista Ramirez
Rusty & Patty Rasmusssen
Lois Ratzlaff
Gina Reader
Michele Rebozzi
Marvin & Marciel Regier
Ernie & Christine Reichmuth
Arthur & Elisabeth Renney
Mark & Ana Reyes
Steven & Cynthia Reynolds
Becca Rhodes
Daniel & Debbie Richardson
Paul & Dolores Richardson
Paul E. Richardson, Jr.
Richard & Patsy Rigby
Frances M. Riley
Ruben Rivera
Astrid Roberts
Mark & Laura Roberts
Mike Roberts & Marcille Roth
Deborah E. Rodrigues
Connie Rodriguez
Elise Rodriguez
Patrick & Elizabeth Rooney
Ronson S. Root
David & Mary Rose
Dan & Lynn Roth
Ginger Rouleau
Lucretia A. Rowland
Manuel & RoseMary Rubalcaba
Michael E. Rubiy
Geraldine Rudd
Michael & Angela Rush
Charles & Leta Ruth
Marjorie D. Rystrom
Cindy Saavedera
James & Cindy Saenz
Espi & Francisca Sandoval
Lana Sandoval
Ivan & Carol Schaefer
Barbara J. Schafer
Richard & Karen Schauer
Ryan Schellenberg & Susan 

Kroeker
Tim & Jill Schellenberg
Joe & Kathryn Schmidt
Mike & Mary Schmidt
Susan E. Schneider
Donald & Vera Schoengarth
John & Denise Schouten
Odesser Scott
Bill & Linda Seaberg
Cory & Teresa Seibel
Gary & Pamela Sells
Kathy Serpa
Jim & Marilyn Settle
Steven & Kathryn Settle
Aly Shackelford
Mary Shamshoian
Robert & Barbara Shannon
Yola M. Sharpe
Rowena Shaterian

Harold & Mildred Sheffi eld
Jonathan D. Sheldon
Maureen Shields
Larry & Arlene Shipman
Terese Sholander
Steve & Cheryl Silva
Robbie Simpson
Vanessa Simpson
Ephraim Smith
Gregory Smith
Mack Smith
Ralph & Susan Snow
Joann Snyder
Beatrice Souza
Susan Souza
Steven & Terrie Spalding
Gale & Karen Sperling
Gene & Geri Sperling
Scott & Stephanie Spielman
Cynthia Steele
Rex Steele
David E. Stokes
Gary & Susan Stone
Karl J. Strube
Martin Suarez
Robert & Wilma Suderman
Gerald & Mary Sullivan
Christopher & Stephanie Sutton
Carolyn Swanson-Natsues
Matthew & Carol Sweeney
Quentin & Sarah Talley
Nicholas & Teresa Tarazi
Maryann Tavares
Dan & Natalie Tegtmeyer
Paul Terry
Martha Thiesen
Melvin & Dorothy Thiessen
John & Nancy Thompson
Troy & Edna Thompson
Elizabeth Tieszen
Mark & Patricia Tom
Scott & Catherine Tomamichel
Jim Torrens
Dan & Karen Torres
Ernesto & Jessie Torrez
Charles & Marti Tosta
Kenneth & Sandra Trapp
Jerry & Vangie Truex
Dawn Ugarte
Kris & Pam Upton
Kirk T. Urata
Keiko C. Uzaki
Anita Valdez
Christian & Jennifer Van Wesep
Van & Evelyn Vander
Tomas & Stephanie Vargas
Debra L. Vasilovich
Randy & Marsha Veldhuizen
Helen Vetter
Rande & Valerie Vig
Colleen Vitek
Mary Vogt
Trent & Stephanie Voth
Ron & Kelly Wade
James & Betty Wagner
Margaret Wall
Maryann Wall
Sam & Christine Wall
Eileen Walters
Ben & Geri Warkentin
Gregory Warmerdam
Peter & Diana Wasemiller
Jack & Peggy Waters
Crystal M. Wetter
Stan & Dianna Whaley
David & Penny Wheeler
Ray & Joyce Whitaker
Sharon Wichert
Leland & Grace Wiens
Dr. Kenneth & Catherine 

Wieschhoff
Dr. Timothy A. Wilkins
Jerry E. Wilson
Lois H. Wilson
Walter & Linda Wilson
Herwanna Wohlgemuth
Capt. Rod & Patty Wolfe
Mark & Dawnette Woods
Chris & Joy Wright
Dieter Wulfhorst & Susan Doering
Glenn & Katherine Yamada
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May T. Yang
Christine F. Yano-Goss
Loren & Wendy York
Rodger & Beverly Yoshida
Kurt & Janet Zellman
Paul & Raelene Zenti

CHURCHES & CHURCH-
RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

166 donors
$318,223

Abba’s Heart Ministries, 
Kingsburg

Accion de Fe, Fresno
American Baptist Home 

Mission Society
Apostolic Assembly in the Faith of 

Jesus, La Habra
Apostolic Bible Learning Center, 

Hollister
Apostolic Church, Tulare
Armenian Missionary 

Association of America, 
Paramus, NJ

Awaken, Visalia
Bakerview MB Church, 

Abbotsford, BC
Believers Church, Madera
Bethany Church, Fresno
Bethany Inner City Church, 

Fresno
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Fresno
Bethel Ladies Missionary Society
Bible Christian Church, Le Grand
Big Valley Grace Community 

Church, Modesto
The Bridge, Fresno
The Bridge Bible Church, 

Bakersfi eld
Butler Avenue MB Church, 

Fresno
Calvary Chapel, Fresno
Calvary Chapel, Visalia
Calvary Reformed Church, Ripon
Celebration Christian Church, 

Fresno
Center for Spiritual Living, 

Bakersfi eld
Christ Lutheran Church, Visalia
Christian Faith Fellowship, Visalia
Church of God of Prophecy, 

Fresno
Church of the Nazarene, 

Porterville
Clovis Evangelical Free Church
Clovis First Assembly of God
College Community Church, 

Clovis
Community Bible, Olathe
Cornerstone Assembly of God, 

Fresno
Cornerstone Community Church, 

Chowchilla
Cornerstone Covenant Church, 

Turlock
Country Bible Church, Orland
Covenant United Reform Church, 

Fresno
Creekside Evangelical Free 

Church, Merced
Crossroads Community Church, 

Chowchilla
Cutler Christian Worship Center
Delano First Assembly of God
Desert Highlands Baptist Church, 

Palmdale
Dinuba MB Church
Eagles Harbor Community 

Church, Clovis
El Buen Pastor, Sanger
El Faro Community Church, 

Reedley
Elim Trinity Church, 

Carmichael
Evangelical Church Immanuel, 

North Highlands
Evangelical MB Church of Rio 

Bonito, Brazil

Faith Bible Church, Snelling
Faith Covenant Church, 

Farmington Hills
First Assembly of God, Visalia
First Baptist Church, Clovis
First Baptist Church, Kingsburg
First Baptist Church, Tulare
First Church of God, Parlier
First Church of the Nazarene, 

Visalia
First Freewill Baptist Church, 

Clovis
First Landmark Missionary, Visalia
First MB Church, Wichita, KS
First Mennonite Church, 

Reedley
First Presbyterian Church, Turlock
First Reformed Presbyterian 

Church, Fresno
First Southern Baptist Church, 

Porterville
Foothill Bible Church, Woodlake
Foothill Christian Fellowship, 

Napa
Fowler Presbyterian Church
Full Gospel Assembly of God, 

Strathmore
Full Gospel Tabernacle, Reedley
GateWay Church, Visalia
Gateway Community Church, 

Merced
God’s Embassy, Sacramento
Grace Chapel, Lancaster
Grace Community Church, 

Madera
Grace Community Church, 

Ramona
Grace Community Church, Visalia
Grace United Methodist, Fresno
Heritage Bible Church, 

Bakersfi eld
Hmong Community Church, 

Fresno
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic 

Church, Fresno
Hope Lutheran Church, Fresno
House of the Gospel Church, 

Pinedale
Iglesia Del Pacto Evangelico, 

Kingsburg
Iglesia Renuevo Espiritual, Huron
Iglesia Uncion Divina, Exeter
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

Fresno
Josiah Project, Fresno
Journey Community Church, 

Clovis
Kingsburg Community Church
Kingsburg MB Church
Koinonia Christian Fellowship, 

Hanford
La Gracia Asamblea de Dios, 

Fresno
La Gran Comision Almavision 

Television Ministries, Clovis
Lakeside Community Church, 

Hanford
Laton Church of the Brethren
Laurelglen Bible Church, 

Bakersfi eld
Lifebridge Community Church, 

Fresno
Lifehouse Valley Church, Reedley
Lifeway Baptist Church, Fresno
Lincoln Glen Church, San Jose
Madera Avenue Bible Church
Mennonite Community Church, 

Fresno
Mountain View Community 

Church, Fresno
Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist 

Church, Fresno
Neighborhood Church, Visalia
New Beginnings Community 

Baptist Church, Fresno
New Harvest Church, Clovis
New Hope Bible Church, Grants 

Pass, OR
New Hope Family Church, Selma
New Testament Community 

Church, Fresno

North County Christian 
Fellowship, Paso Robles

North Fresno Church
North Modesto Church of God
NorthPointe Community 

Church, Fresno
Northside Christian Church, 

Fresno
Oak Valley Family Church, 

Calimesa
The Oasis Church, Hanford
Orange Cove Christian Center
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 

Mendota
Our Lady of Victory Parish, 

Fresno
Pacifi c District Conference, 

Fresno
Pella Lutheran Church, Selma
Pentecostal Church of God, 

Mendota
Peoples Church, Fresno
Pleasant View Baptist Church, 

Bakersfi eld
Reedley MB Church
Reveal2 Church, Visalia
Rosedale Bible Church, 

Bakersfi eld
Royal Oaks Foursquare Church, 

Valencia
The Salvation Army, Visalia
San Francisco Rescue Mission
Seven Palms Community Church, 

Pinedale
Shafter MB Church
Shining Light Ministries 

Worldwide, Del Rey
Slavic Gospel Church, 

Bellingham,WA
South Shores Baptist Church, 

Monarch Beach
SouthPoint Church, Fresno
Spanish Assemblies of God 

Church, Tulare
St. Angela Merici Church, Brea
St. Anne’s Church, Porterville
St. Francis Church, Bakersfi eld
St. John Eudes Church, 

Chatsworth
St. John the Evangelist Anglican 

Church, Stockton
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

Selma
St. Rita’s Church, Tulare
Stevenson Ranch Community 

Foursquare Church
Stockton Chinese Christian 

Church
Sunnyside Seventh-Day 

Adventist, Fresno
Templo de Oracion, Traver
Templo Maranatha, Dos Palos
Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Fresno
United Methodist Church, Los 

Banos
United Methodist Church, Visalia
University Vineyard Fellowship, 

Fresno
US Conference of MB Churches
Valley Bible Church, Clovis
Valley Christian Center, Fresno
Valley Family Church, Salida
Valley West Christian Center, 

Madera
Victory Life Center, Fresno
Vinewood Community Church, 

Lodi
Vineyard Christian Fellowship, 

Tulare
Visalia Buddhist Church
West Coast MCC, Fresno
West Fresno Ministerial Alliance
Westminster Presbyterian, Fresno

CORPORATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS, 
SCHOOLS AND SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS

232 donors
$580,346 

ACT
AIMS Education Foundation
All Season’s Environmental Air 

Duct Cleaning
Allied Exeter Scholarship
Alvannco
America’s Junior Miss 

Scholarship Foundation
Aqua Nail & Spa
Armey Family Foundation, Inc.
Ascencion Solorsano Middle 

School
Athletic Designs
Avid Center
Baker, Peterson & Franklin
Bank of the West
Barlocker Insurance Services
Barrows Physical Therapy
Batter Up
Belmont Country Club
The Bertha & John Garabedian 

Charitable Foundation
Best Agri-Marketing
Blair, Church & Flynn Engineers
The Bod-E Shop
Bolen Fransen, LLP
Bowman & Company, LLP
Bright Start
Bubble Salon
Buchanan High School 

Foundation
The Business Journal
California Retired Teachers 

Association
California Controlled 

Atmosphere
California Correctional Peace 

Offi cers Assoc
California CPA - Fresno 

Chapter
California Grocers Association 

Educational Fdn
California School Library 

Association
Cancer for College
Kimberly Carlson Photography
Caruthers Pump
Caterpillar Foundation
Center for Scholarship 

Administration
The Cheesecake Factory
Chevron Corporation Matching 

Gifts
Chicano Organizing & Research 

in Education
Chick-Fil-A
Chickasaw Nation
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Chiropractic & Massage Center
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
Choice Books of West Coast
Clovis Insurance Agency
Coalinga Valley Health Clinics
Amy Coeler, DDS
Coldstone Creamery
College of the Sequoias
Council of Mexican-American 

Women
Darco Enterprises
Davonne Vineyards
Deb’s Jewelry
Del Sol Performing Arts 

Organization
Delta Kappa Gamma Society
Di Cicco’s Italian Restaurant
F. J. Dietrich & Company
Dumont Printing
Education & Leadership 

Foundation
Educational Employees Credit 

Union
Elephant Bar Restaurant
Enns Packing Company

Evolve Salon
Eye-Q Vision Care
Five Guys
Foundation for Clovis Schools
Foundation of C S U Monterey 

Bay
Foundation of Rotary Club of 

North Fresno
4F Ranch
Four W Farms, LLC
Frame Maker
Fresno County Court School PTA
Fresno County Federal Credit 

Union
Fresno Lexus
Fresno Regional Foundation
General Mills Foundation
Governor’s Scholarship Programs
Guarantee Real Estate
Guardian Industries Scholarship 

Program
Gusto
Doug Hampson, DDS
Hanson Family Foundation
Jack A Harris Memorial 

Scholarship
Hensleit Healthcare Consulting
Highland Auto Repair
Hillen Associates
Hispanic Heritage Foundation
Hispanic Scholarship Fund
James R. Hoffa Memorial 

Scholarship Fund
Holiday Pools Service
Horn Photo Shop
Housing Authority of Tulare 

County
Howard Ranch
Hye Street Grill
IBM Corporation
IBS Supplies
Ichiban Japanese Restaurant
Innogive Foundation
Insurance Women of Fresno
International Scholarship & 

Tuition Services
IZI Sandwhich Shop & Deli Hye
J & D FoodService
Johanson Transportation 

Service
Kaiser Permanente Medical 

Center
Kaiser-Francis Oil Company
Kamehameha Schools
Kern County Broadcasters 

Association
Kitahara Pontiac Buick GMC
KJWL K-Jewel 99.3 FM
KYNO 940 AM
La Boulangerie Bakery
La Vogue Salon
Layland Farms
Leon S. Peters Foundation
Leonard Ranch
Lincoln School District CAASFEP
Link Care Center
LJS Construction
Lomax Window & Door 

Company
Lou Gentile’s Flower Basket
Louis Rivera Trucking
Maggie Moos Ice Cream
Mama Mia Pizzeria
Me-N-Ed’s Pizzeria
Edward Arthur Mellinger 

Educational Foundation
Mennonite Aid Plan of the 

Pacifi c Coast
Mennonite Brethren 

Foundation
Merced Union H S District
Merck Partnership for Giving
Mexican American Educators
Miller’s Automotive Speed & 

Marine
Mimi’s Cafe
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Nabors Charitable Foundation
Nachtigall Construction
Naked Hair
Neufeld Scholarship Fund

North Fork Rancheria
Ole Frijole
The Orestimba Scholarship 

Community Assoc
Orphan Foundation of America
Pacifi c Gas & Electric Corporation
Paramount Farming Company
Pardini’s Catering
Parlier Unifi ed School District
Patient Advocate Foundation
Patio Cafe
Payroll Partners
PFSA Scholarship Foundation
Picayune Rancheria of 

Chukchansi Indians
Piemonte’s Deli
Pioneer College Caterers
Pipe Trades District Council #36
Pismo Grill
Plaza Ventana
Port of Subs
Producers Dairy Foods
Queen Bee Nails
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation
Rob Van Grouw Dairy
Rocca Enterprises
Rod Aluisi & Associates Real 

Estate
ROE
Roger’s Jewelry
Rotary Club of Fresno
Rotary Club of Visalia
Dr. Rucker’s Wellness Center
Ruiz 4 Kids
Ruiz Food Products
Sal’s Mexican Restaurant
San Joaquin Family Health 

Care
Scholar’sEdge
Scholarship America
Scribbles
Jack Scudder Memorial Fund
Sequoia Bark Sales
Shawnee Tribe
Sierra High School Scholarship 

Foundation
Sierra Lanes
Sierra Pacifi c Orthopaedic 

Center
Small Wonders
Smart Scholarship Funding Corp
Solunet, LLC
Southern Wines & Spirits 

Scholarship Program
The Spa At Fig Garden
Spike & Rail Restaurant
Spirit 88.9
SSS Chevron Port of Subs 109
State Farm Companies 

Foundation
State of California
Sterling Security Service
The Stringer
Summa Development Group
Sybesma Dairy
H & D Taylor
TFS Investments, LLC
Thomas & Dorothy Leavey 

Foundation
Jan Thomas Swim School
Thompson Insurance Agency
Tower Dogs
Tulare High Student Body
Tule River Tribal Council
Turlock Junior Miss
Turning Point Pregnancy Care 

Center
Umpire All Star Classic
Undergraduate Students of 

FPU
United States Treasury
University Market
Valens Auto Body
Valley Rod & Gun
Vaquero Energy
Vino 100
Visalia Community Bank
Visalia’s Junior Miss Scholarship 

Program
Volunteer Services League
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Walter & Wilhelm Law Group
Waterford Educational Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank
Wes Pak Sales
Wheelhouse Strategies
Wiebe Hinton Hambalek, LLP
Wild Electric
Williams, Jordan, Brodersen & 

Pritchet
Wills Enterprises
Wilson Chamber of Commerce
Windgate Charitable 

Foundation
Woodlake Union High School 

District Foundation
YogurtLand
Yosemite Falls Cafe
Zabelle Karahadian Goorabian 

Foundation

2011 DONORS TO THE 
FRESNO PACIFIC BIBLICAL 
SEMINARY

SEMINARY SOCIETY 

150 donors 
$273,258 

Charles & Karen Aeschbacher 
Doug & Jennifer Armey 
Leo & Rosalie Balakian 
Leanna Balzer 
Loren & Jane Balzer 
Ken & Anna Bartel 
David & Bonnie Bloemhof 
Ted & Sandra Bloemhof 
Reg & Nancy Boothe 
Roger & Susan Braun 
John & Venona* Buhler 
Willard & Margaret Dick 
Ben Doerksen 
Ruben & Agnes Enander 
Ann Enns 
Eugene & Phyllis Enns 
Harold & Pat Enns 
Kenneth & Sara Flaming 
George & Judy Franz 
Dr. Roger & LaWanda Franz 
Walt & Dolly Friesen 
Dr. Melvyn & Vicki Froese 
Arly & Martha Funk 
John & Viola Funk 
Gaylord & Peggy Goertzen 
Ray & Mary June Goossen 
Virgil & Nancy Goossen 
Anne Guenther 
Lawrence & Katherine Harder 
Dr. Gene & June Heinrichs 
Ben & Agnes Hofer 
Mark & Laurie Isaac 
Menno & Alice Isaac 
Russ & Kathy Isaac 
Edmund & Mary Janzen 
Ellen Janzen 
Dr. Louis & Jean Janzen 
Clyde & Sharon Jost 
David & Carol Jost 
Eldon & Luella Jost 
Lynn & Donna Jost 
Victor & Myrna Jost 
Jeannie Klaassen 
Garry & Gayle Klammer 
Evelyn Koop 
Wally & Millie Kroeker 
Wesley & Elaine Kroeker 
Dean & Joyce Langhofer 
Harold & Darla Loewen 
Don & Joyce Martens 
Trent & Sheri Martens 
Byron & Lucille Neufeld 
Ken Neufeld 
Eugene & Barbara Nord 
Glenys G. Ortman 
Clarence & Ann Penner 
Arthur & Donna Penner 
Jessie & Allie Penner
Peter & Ruth Penner 
Steve & Ruth Prieb 
Ron & Cora Regier 

Valerie Rempel 
Erna B. Sallaska 
Dr. Marvin & Loree Schlichting 
Elvera Schmidt 
Steve & Lillian Schwartz 
Dr. Alan & Pegi Sortor 
Leon & Luella Stutzman 
Paul H. Suderman 
Virgil & Verla* Suess 
Marylene Thiesen 
Ben & Stella* Thiessen 
John & Arlene Toews 
Ron & Dianne Toews 
David & Bobbi Trask 
Jason & Mary Trego 
James & Ruth Unruh 
Willie Vogt 
Leonard & Joyce Warkentin 
Arthur J. Wiebe 
Dr. David & Lorma Wiebe 
Harry A. Wiens 
Stanley & Nancy Wilson 
Alma Wollman 

ESTATE GIFTS 

2 donors 
$60,640 

Doreen Bartel 
Marie Schultz 

DEAN’S SOCIETY 

71 Donors 
$21,975 

John & Esther Berg 
David & Lydia Bergen 
Jim & Robyn* Brandt 
Roy & Donna Brown 
Bob & Barbara Buxman 
Don & Rita Dick 
Mike & Teresa Enns 
Harold & Rose Epp 
Royce & Gail Fast 
Gene & Julia Feil 
Tye K. Ferdinandsen 
Roger* & Katherine Frantz 
Mark & Susanne Franz 
Dwight & Shirley Friesen 
Dr. Jake & Ruth Friesen 
Robert & Carol Friesen 
Ruth Friesen 
Bill & Carol Goerzen 
Gerald & Carla Grauman 
Laurence B. Gualco 
Charles & Lorraine Harms 
Allen & Lois Hiebert 
David & Bonnie Jost 
Leland & Sharon Kleinsasser 
Robb & Cindy Kochevar 
Harvey & Roberta Kroeker 
Elmer & Phyllis Martens 
Larry & Kathleen Martens 
Viola Martens 
Dr. Don & Marilyn Nachtigall 
Melvin R. Pauls 
Nick & Marlene Rempel 
Wilmer & Hildegard Thiessen 
Richard & Priscilla Walter 
Terry M. Walter 
Rubena Wiebe 
Dr. Edwin & Naomi Wiens 
John & Mary Wohlgemuth 

STEWARD’S SOCIETY 

226 donors 
$22,757 

Will & Nancy Ackles 
Jacob Andres 
Barret & Caroline Arakelian 
Mark & Lynn Baker 
Elden & Gloria Balzer 
Paul & Amanda Bartel 
Harry & Jean Bauer 
Elton & Ella Berg 
Ken & Susan Berg 
Sam & Marvis Bergen 

Mike & Sharon Boese 
Ed & Carol Boschman 
Donald & Joan Braun 
Ken & Debbie Braun 
David Brown 
Gary & Frankie Chiu 
Eldon & Marcella Claassen 
Jessica M. Conzen 
Robert* & Sandy Cunningham 
Wayne & Edna Decker 
Neil & Sonia DeFehr 
John & Marlene Derksen 
Annette Dick 
Vernon* & Frances Dick 
Henry & Erica Dick 
Naomi Dyck 
Dr. Velma Dyck & Stanley 

Schrock 
Ed & Marlene Eng 
Kevin & Connie Enns-Rempel 
Kefalew & Martha Eticha 
Charles & Sharon Ewert 
Robert & Lynette Ewert 
Wilfred & Bonnie Fadenrecht 
Elva Farr 
Jona & Mary Lou Feil 
Kenneth & Carol Fransen 
Lorraine Franz 
Stan & Delores Friesen 
Peter J. Funk 
Jim & Mary Gaede 
Joe & Wilma Garrison 
Ronald & Joy Geddert 
Tim & Gertrud Geddert 
Philip & Judy Glanzer 
Walter & Darlene Goossen 
Curtis & Nancy Grant 
Ida Gross 
Thomas Guthrie 
Jesse & Mae Harder 
Lillian Harms 
Easter Hawkins 
Marvin & Alma Heinrichs 
Robert & Annamarie Heinrichs 
Walter & Mary Ann Heinrichs 
Wesley & Ann Heinrichs 
Sonja Hill 
Dwayne & Verda Hofer 
Mary Hofer 
Roger & Joyce Hofer 
Charles & Charla Hughes 
Glenda Huse 
Walt & Eunice Isaak 
Adina Janzen 
Edward & Marilyn Janzen 
Franklin & Judith Janzen 
Arlee & Joann Johnson 
Duane & Cher Jost 
David & Elaine Karber 
Eileen J. Karber 
Alfred Klaassen 
Dwight & Sharon Klaassen 
Abe & Arlene Klassen 
Doug Kliewer & Hope Nisly 
Elinor Kliewer 
Pauline Kohr* 
Bryce & Ann Kopper 
Richard & Peggi Kriegbaum 
Viola Kroeker 
Michael & Judy Kulekjian 
Ernie & Lynnette Langemann 
Dennis & Julia Langhofer 
Dr. Russell & Nancy Laverty 
Menno Loepp 
Albert & Martha Loewen 
Wallace & Esther Loewen 
Bryan & Jennifer Martin 
Loyal & Rosella Martin 
Juan & Olga Martinez 
James Miller* & Linda Suderman-

Miller 
Ed & Bonnie Nachtigall 
Jim & Priscilla Neufeld 
Malinda Nikkel 
Melvin & Martha* Nikkel 
Drs. Jack & Lynette Patton 
Robert J. Peters 
Philip & Sharon Plett 
Eldo & Erma Prieb 
Kermit & Ruth Ratzlaff 
Leo & Ann Regier 

Don Reimer 
Marvin & Fern Reimer 
Roland & Lois Reimer 
Clarence & Amanda Rempel 
David & Mary Rose 
Ted & Kathleen Rose 
David & Evelyn Schmidt 
Garry & Lois Schmidt 
Vernon & Ruby Schmidt 
Alvin & Bonnie Schultz 
Ervin & Marilyn Seibel 
Frankie Siemens 
Ron & Linda Starkenburg 
Orval & Rosella Suderman 
Dave & Connie Thiessen 
Jacob & Mary Thiessen 
Virgil & Nelda Thiessen 
Wilbur & Vernelle Unrau 
Myron & La Von Vetter 
Kenton & Violet Vix 
Mildred Vogt 
Jim & Barbara Voth 
Arthur & Norma Wall 
Jim & Nancy Westgate 
Norman & Millie Wichert 
Ann Wiebe 
Harry & Elvina Willems 
Carolyn Vogt Winter 

FRIENDS OF THE SEMINARY 

166 donors 
$4,269 

Jim & Annett Aiken 
Richard & Sylvia Allen 
Rick & Karen Bartlett 
Tim & Janine Bergdahl 
Vivian Bergen 
Andrew & Virginia Bergstrom 
Jack W. Burckhardt 
Joseph & Caroline Campbell 
Leonard & Janet Carter 
Ron & Roxanne Claassen 
Bill & Judy Cockerham 
Melvin & Doris Cornelsen 
David* & Linda Cowles 
Peggy McAlister Davis 
Arlene Derksen 
Valere W. DiBuduo 
Mervin & Jane Dick 
Glen & Jane Drake 
Loren & Tonia Dubberke 
Alma Elrich 
Ken & Priscilla Elrich 
Harold & Helen Ens 
Daniel & Nohemi Escamilla 
Anna Ewert 
John & Elaine Franz 
Barbara Friesen 
Viola Ruth Friesen 
Walter & Helen Friesen 
Ron & Norma Froese 
Richard & Susan Frueh 
Steve & Pamela Goossen 
Eugene & Dorothy Gualco 
Anna M. Guerrero 
Donna L. Haggerton 
Richard & Wanda Harms 
Edmundo & Heide Hassenteufel 
J. Max & Donna Hiebert 
Ted & Paula Hiebert 
Richard Hill 
Dwayne & Verda Hofer 
Jim & Ida Hohm 
Phillip & Erica Howard 
Dewayn & Marilyn Isaac 
Jack & Bernice James 
William & Norma Jantzen 
Andrew & Chandra Johnson 
Dean & Loretta Jost 
Peter & Delores Kizima 
Nick & Neva Klaassen 
Anne Klassen 
Gordon & Luise Kroeker 
Esther Lanting 
John & Kristin Largen 
Luke & Pauline Liu 
Donald & Marian Loewen 
Helen Loewen 
Eliberto & Abigail Mendoza 

Donald & Janna Morris 
Thomas & Kathy Munoz 
Hank & Jeanette Nickel 
Laura L. Nickel 
Louise B. Olinger 
Frank & Marian Orvis 
David & Carolyn Parker 
Henry & Eleanor Pauls 
Vernon & Bertha Pauls 
Stephen & Glena Penner 
Lloyd* & Dorothy Pipes 
David & Elvira Plett 
Mabel M. Plett 
John & Frieda Regier 
Lucas & Rachel Regier 
Dolly J. Reimche 
Vernon & Jo Ella Reimer 
Robert Richard 
Robert & Sarah Rose 
Harlan & Marlene Seibel 
Ron & Kathy Seibel 
Mary Shamshoian 
Kathleen F. Streeter 
Henry L. Suderman 
Elizabeth Thiesen 
Leonhard* & Grace Thiessen 
Elizabeth Tieszen 
Karen R. Todd 
Roger & Diane Toevs 
Kris & Pam Upton 
Helen Vetter 
Mary Vogt 
Allen & Belva Warkentin 
Dale & Joyce Warkentin 
Alan & Carol Whaley 
Anne R. Widaman 
Wayne & Sheila Wiebe 
Ed & Rosalie Willems 
Ivan & Jean Wohlgemuth 
Bill & Treva Yaccino 
Cathleen M. Yada 

CHURCHES & CHURCH-
RELATED ORGANIZATIONS 

58 donors
$221,141 

Adams MB Church, OK 
Belleview Community Church, 

Littleton, CO 
Bethany Church, Fresno 
Bethel MB Church, Yale, SD 
Birch Bay Bible Community, 

Blaine, WA 
The Bridge Bible Church, 

Bakersfi eld 
Buhler MB Church, KS 
Butler Avenue MB Church, 

Fresno 
Canadian MB Conference, 

Winnipeg 
Central District Conference of MB 

Churches 
College Community Church, 

Clovis 
Community Bible Church, 

Mountain Lake, MN 
Community Bible, Olathe, KS 
Cornerstone Community, 

Topeka 
Country Bible Church, Orland 
Dinuba MB Church 
East Goshen Mennonite 

Church, IN 
Easterby Presbyterian 

Women’s Assoc, Fresno 
Ebenfeld MB Church, Hillsboro, 

KS 
Emmanuel MB Church, Onida, 

SD 
Enid MB Church, OK 
Fairview MB Church, OK 
First Chinese Baptist, Fresno 
First Christian Church 
First MB Church, Wichita 
Fort Garry MB Church, Winnipeg, 

MB 
Garden Valley MB Church, 

Garden City, KS 

Gateway Community Church, 
Merced 

Good News Fellowship, 
Ferndale, WA 

Grace Bible Church, 
Gettysburg, SD 

Harvey MB Church, ND 
Henderson MB Church, NE 
Heritage Bible Church, 

Bakersfi eld 
Hesston MB Church, KS 
Hillsboro MB Church, KS 
Kingsburg MB Church 
Koerner Heights MB Church, 

Newton, KS 
Laurelglen Bible Church, 

Bakersfi eld 
Madera Avenue Bible Church 
Memorial Road MB Church, 

Edmond, OK 
Monte Vista Chapel, Turlock 
Neighborhood Church, Visalia 
New Hope Bible Church, Grants 

Pass, OR 
New Hopedale Mennonite 

Church, Meno, OK 
New Life Fellowship Church, 

Grant, NE 
North Fresno Church North 

Fresno Japanese Chapel 
North Oak Community, Hays, 

KS 
Parkview MB Church, Hillsboro, 

KS 
Reedley MB Church 
Salem MB Church, Freeman, 

SD 
Saskatchewan Conf of MB 

Churches 
Shafter MB Church 
Ulysses MB Church, KS 
US Conference of MB Churches 
Vinewood Community Church, 

Lodi 
West Portal Church, Saskatoon, 

SK 
The Word Community Church, 

Fresno 
Zoar MB Church, Inman, KS 

CORPORATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS & SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

14 donors 
$170,327 

 Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 
Armey Family Foundation 
Cisco Operating, LLC 
Enns Packing Company 
General Mills Foundation 
Golden Farms Express
Hanson Family Foundation 
Hofer-Loewen Family Charity 
London Properties 
Kroeker Foundation
Mennonite Brethren 

Foundation 
Merit Energy Company 
Neufeld Scholarship Fund 
Summa Development Group 
Triangle Farms Ltd 
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1717 S. Chestnut Ave.
Fresno, CA 93702-4709

All gifts help Fresno Pacifi c prepare students for leadership 
in professions, communities and congregations. Planned 
gifts allow donors to pass on their vision, while providing:

• additional retirement income
• professionally managed assets
• tax savings

Learn more about charitable remainder 
unitrusts and other planned giving opportunities.

Contact Mark Deffenbacher, CFRE, executive director 
Fresno Pacifi c University Foundation
559-453-2239 • mdeffen@fresno.edu
See our video at fresno.edu/foundation

Th at’s what John Taylor says students get at Fresno 

Pacifi c University. And he knows: As superintendent 

of the Fowler School District and Fresno County 

Superintendent of Schools, John worked with, hired and 

supervised teachers educated by FPU. He also helped 

develop school and district leaders as a member of our 

administrative services faculty.

“Fresno Pacifi c is just a 

wonderful educational 

resource to the Valley.” 

Th e high quality our teachers brought to the classroom 

prompted John to set up gift annuities with the university. 

“I have a real appreciation 

for Fresno Pacifi c.”  –John Taylor

“Life-changing  
  education”


