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May the God of hope fill you  
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so that by the power of the  

Holy Spirit you may abound in  

HOPE.  
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message

PLANNING OUR ACADEMIC WORK, 
WORKING GOD’S SPIRITUAL PLAN

“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans  
will  be established.” –Proverbs 16:3 (ESV) 

This proverb has been one of our guiding 
verses during the strategic planning 
process undertaken earlier this year and 
now in full swing. The proverb speaks to 

two aspects of planning: the “work” of planning 
committed to the Lord (the process), and the 
plans themselves (the product). For the past sev-
eral months everyone in the campus community, 
including a number of alumni, have been engaged 
in the “work” of planning through surveys, focus 
groups and listening sessions. 

The process has invigorated FPU and has 
opened meaningful conversations about who we 
are as a Christ-centered university; our mission 
and core values; our unique Mennonite Brethren/
Anabaptist, evangelical and ecumenical identity; 
our distinctive education; the richness of our 
diversity; and of course, where we are headed. In 
my opinion, the process of planning has proven 
to be as important for our community, if not more 
important, than the actual plan.  

One question generated some of the most 
meaningful insights: “What characteristics or 
qualities of FPU do you most value and want to 

preserve as we dream our way into the future?” 
The hundreds of replies received by the 

Strategic Planning Committee are remarkably 
similar and consistent, focusing on our Christian 
foundation and sense of calling, our Christian 
community, spiritual vitality, the value we place 
on others, academic excellence, the FPU Idea, 
our commitment to restorative practices such as 
peacemaking and reconciliation, and our commit-
ment to serving the needs of the Central Valley. 
These wonderful insights reflect our collective 
dream for FPU and speak to the “soul” of who we 
are. What an exciting vision of our future! 

I am happy to see strategic planning reinforc-
ing the truth that Fresno Pacific University is a 
very special place. From Bakersfield to Visalia, 
to North Fresno and Merced, and of course, the 
main campus in southeast Fresno, this university 
is loved and appreciated by alumni, students, 
faculty, staff, administration and thousands of 
friends and supporters. For this I am grateful. My 
prayer is that our plans for Fresno Pacific Univer-
sity will continue to be established as we commit 
our work unto the Lord! 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:Some pertinent information 
was left out of “Learning About Faith and Courage in 
Guatemala,” which appeared in the November 2012 
Pacific (Volume 25, Number 2). The name of the class 
described was PSY 471 Cross-Cultural Psychology, 
taught by Sherry Muterspaugh Walling, Ph.D., at the 
time an assistant professor of psychology at FPU. 
Walling, now director of clinical training at House 
Psychiatric Clinic, Fresno, and adjunct faculty at 
Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary, also provided the 
photographs. We apologize for this omission.

What’s the News?
From launching a new flock of Sunbirds at commencement to 
honoring our academic best to helping people while having fun 
at the MCC Sale, it’s all happening at Fresno Pacific University!  

CATCH UP AT FRESNO.EDU

contents
Empowering leaders. 
Transforming lives.

fresno.edu

Volume 26, Number 1
May 2013

Fresno Pacific University develops 
students for leadership and service 
through excellence in Christian higher 
education.

PRESIDENT
Pete C. Menjares

ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT 
OF COMMUNICATIONS AND 

MARKETING
Diana Bates Mock

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Wayne Steffen

wsteffen@fresno.edu

DESIGN DIRECTOR
Gail Enns

gail.enns@fresno.edu

PHOTOGRAPHY DIRECTOR
Niki DeLaBarre

niki.delabarre@fresno.edu

SPORTS EDITOR
Jeremiah Wood

jeramiah.wood@fresno.edu

Pacific is sent to alumni and friends 
of Fresno Pacific University and 
to members of the Pacific District 
Conference of the Mennonite 
Brethren Churches.

OUR MAILING ADDRESS
1717 S. Chestnut Ave.
Fresno, CA 93702-4709

Information 559-453-2000
Alumni 559-453-2236

Advancement 559-453-2080
Fax 559-453-2033

2	 JOINING FORCES
UC Merced seeks FPU as a partner in 
fulfilling the region’s need for teachers

4	 TURNING TECHNOLOGY  
	 TO LEARNING

Class project helps an area high school 
make personal devices educational 

20	 IN TOUCH WITH ALUMNI
ALUMNI PROFILES
Valerie (Slentz) Quiring (BA ’85)
Clovis Fire Chief Mike Despain (BA ’96)

26	 SUNBIRD ATHLETICS

28	 LIVES TRANSFORMED
A new feature focuses on what  
makes FPU special

VETERANS
IN THE  

CLASSROOM 

8
PAGE

Students who served in the military  
find their place at FPU



2  fresno pacific university

MAKING 
TEACHERS 
TOGETHER  
FPU, UC Merced join to  
address Valley teacher  
shortage

Filling the Central Valley’s need for high-quality teachers is 
the goal of an exceptional partnership between Fresno  
Pacific University and the University of California, Merced.

Called the Central Valley Teacher Prep Partnership (CVTPP), the pro-
gram “will provide a seamless career pathway from undergraduate 
education at the University of California to professional preparation 
programs located at Fresno Pacific University’s center in Merced,” 
according to the memo of understanding between the universities.  

The partnership builds on FPU’s expertise in teacher education and 
UC Merced’s pool of students who are interested in education and 
desire to stay local. The two universities serve a large number of stu-
dents who are the first in their families to attend college, and share a 
vision to increase the number of effective K-12 educators, especially 
those serving in low-performing schools in high-poverty areas. 

The program will begin in the summer of 2013. Students who have 
earned a bachelor’s from UC Merced can enroll directly in the FPU 
teacher education program to begin work on their credential, which 
they can complete in as little as one academic year. Like all teach-
er-education candidates, they must pass the California Basic Edu-
cational Skills Test (CBEST) and relevant portions of the California 
Subject Examination Test (CSET).

“I’m really proud of the work we’ve done,” said Linda Hoff, Ph.D., 
chair of the FPU Division of Teacher Education. “A public-private 
partnership is unusual; a partnership between the University of Cali-
fornia and a small, faith-based institution is very unusual.”

“A partnership between 
the University of  
California and a small, 
faith-based institution  
is very unusual.”  
–Linda Hoff
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Fresno Pacific University has about 3,500 traditional and adult stu-
dents. FPU has the highest four-year graduation rate of any univer-
sity in the Valley and is the region’s only comprehensive Christian 
university granting master’s degrees. UC Merced, opened in 2005, is 
the 10th campus in the University of California system. Nearly 5,800 
undergraduate and graduate students study in three schools: engi-
neering, natural sciences and social sciences, humanities and arts.

UC Merced students who en-
roll in CVTPP can study at any 
FPU location: the main campus 
in Southeast Fresno, or one of 
the regional centers in Merced, 
North Fresno, Visalia and Ba-
kersfield. “The opportunity is 
there for students to get their 
credential in the community 
where they grew up and may-
be do their student teaching 
there,” said Amanda Krum-
Stovall, FPU graduate program 
advisor. “Our goal is to keep 
them in the Valley.”

Connections to the region are 
one reason UC Merced was interested in working with FPU. Forty 
percent of UC Merced students come from the Valley, and many want 

to stay, said Juan Meza, Ph.D., dean of the School of Natural Sciences 
at UC Merced. “One of the things we like about FPU is that it’s local,” 
he added.

That local connection is also important to potential students. “Many 
UC Merced grads who wish to become teachers are excited to discov-
er they can complete their professional preparation at the FPU Mer-
ced Center, which is just down the road from the UC,” Hoff said.

FPU also offers these students their first 3 units free. “That makes it 
a nice monetary incentive, as well,” Meza said.

Funds for CVTPP come from the University of California system’s Cal-
Teach/Science and Math Initiative (SMI). Students who wish to teach 
in all fields are welcome, but a special effort is being made to recruit 
science and math educators. 

“There really is a shortage of qualified teachers in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) fields,” said Meza, who is 
also SMI principal investigator. “This is a way to take students inter-
ested in science and math and motivate them to go into K-12 teach-
ing. It’s going to make it a very successful program.” 

“Our goal is to keep them  
in the Valley.” –Amanda Krum-Stovall

JUAN MEZA GET INVOLVED! FPU has many  
opportunities for educators to expand 
their expertise. More at fresno.edu/education
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Can the invasion of iPads, 
Galaxies, iPhones and Black-
Berries into every Nook and 
Nexus of public schools Excite 
any better result than flocks 

and flocks of Angry Birds darkening the 
digital sky? 

Is there a Brightside, or are our children 
destined to be Droids—shambling the halls, 
texting instead of talking, exercising their 
thumbs but not their brains? A group of 
Fresno Pacific University graduate students 
is helping an area high school Kindle a 

connection between smartphones, tablets  
and learning. 

As a project for Robert Murray’s Safe 
School Environment seminar, Roxanne 
Berry, Mac Blate, Miguel Garduque, Monica 
Monroy de Garcia and Victoria Orosco, stu-
dents in the master’s in school counseling 
and/or school psychology programs, put 
together information that became part of a 
plan adopted by Liberty High School, part of 
the Golden Valley Unified School District. 

There are important differences between 
mobile devices and traditional time-wasters 

LEARNING GOES MOBILE   
FPU students help Liberty H.S. welcome smart phones, tablets

By Wayne Steffen

“Today our 
phones are  
our offices.”  
–Robert Murray
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like comic books and Pee Chee folders. For 
one thing, parents provide the devices, 
smart phones being the most popular. “They 
want to be in communication with their 
children,” Garduque says.

For some schools, even public ones, 
technology is part of student recruitment. 
Located west of Madera, Golden Valley is 
a middle-class district of about 2,000 stu-
dents (580 at Liberty High). Neighboring 
Minarets High School gives students laptops 
instead of textbooks. “We do lose a few stu-
dents to Minarets,” says Melanie Lewis, co-
ordinator of learning resources at LHS and 
head of the district technology committee. 

There are also government requirements 
for teaching students to use technology. 
California Assembly Bill 307 requires dis-
tricts to “educate pupils and teachers on 
the appropriate and ethical use of informa-
tion technology in the classroom, Internet 
safety, avoiding plagiarism, the concept, 
purpose, and significance of a copyright so 
that pupils can distinguish between lawful 
and unlawful online downloading, and the 
implications of illegal peer-to-peer network 
file sharing.”

All these factors combined to convince 
an initially skeptical Garduque that mobile 
devices are in schools to stay. “It’s not going 
to go away,” Garduque says. “If we’re not go-
ing to roll with it, it’s going to roll over us.”

Many experts say the same. “The Na-
tional Association of Psychologists as well 
as other researchers agree that we need to 
create a safe environment that promotes 
academic engagement,” Monroy de Gracia 
says.

While most schools still try to ban or 
severely limit student use of mobile devices, 
it’s a losing battle because both students 
and parents want that level of communica-
tion, according to Murray. For young people 
as well as adults, “today our phones are our 
offices,” he adds.

The key is to channel the time and en-
ergy students are putting into their mobile 
devices to the forces of good, as in doing 
their school work. In this the digital natives 
need help. “Even though they know how to 
use the technology, they don’t know how to 
use it for research,” Garduque says.

Under the program approved by the 
Golden Valley school board, students may 
use their devices at school for primarily 
educational purposes. The plan was in-
troduced as a pilot project from Septem-
ber-December, 2012, and extended for the 
rest of the school year in January 2013. The 
school provides filtered Internet access and 
teachers receive instruction on how to use 
mobile technology in their teaching. Stu-
dents without personal devices can use the 
school computer lab or have a friend share.

While Lewis says most Liberty students 
have mobile devices, “students will never 
be required to use their own devices, and if 
technology is necessary for an assignment, 
it will be provided by the school,” she says. 
This policy does not mean anything goes, as 
the school has the right to seize and search 
student devices if there is cause.

Allowing students to use their own 
devices will bolster school facilities, since 
many district budgets don’t keep up with 
the progress of technology. A Chukchansi 

Community Grant made it possible for LHS 
to upgrade from 20 computers that were 
several years old to 36 new units. There are 
still challenges, however, because the school 
has one computer lab to serve 580 students. 
“The lab is in constant demand, and teach-
ers are often frustrated that they’re not able 
to use it as often as they would like,” Lewis 
says.

So Lewis appreciates the FPU students, 
whose work helped the district develop its 
plan, called Bring Your Own Device. “The 
group did a lot of research to put this to-
gether so we could go forward,” she says.

That research included background in-
formation as well as suggested actions. “We 
provided the school with an implementa-
tion system and with pros and cons drawn 
from other schools’ experiences,” group 
member Monroy de Garcia says.

This kind of practical outcome is not un-
usual for Safe School Environment students. 
“The signature assignment in that class is 
to go to a school site and do a safe schools 
assessment,” Murray says. This group con-
nected with Liberty High because a mem-
ber, Mac Blate, teaches there, and knew mo-
bile devices were an issue. “This assessment 
isn’t just some pedagogical exercise. It can 
benefit the school and community around 
it,” Murray says.

In this case the benefit is using smart 
phones to make smart kids.    

“If we’re not going to roll with it, it’s going 
to roll over us.” –Miguel Garduque

ROBERT MURRAY



By Katherine Elwood

Lessons and Carols

Music Professor Roy Klassen, 
D.M.A., started the Lessons 
and Carols service, which 
takes place each year at the 

beginning of or just prior to Advent. The 
service originated at King’s College, part 
of Cambridge University, as a Church of 
England service of Scripture readings and 
choral music. Klassen brought the idea back 
from a sabbatical in England. “The experi-
ence was meaningful. There was an austere 
sense of worship and respect for the season, 
for the birth of Christ,” he said.

Lessons and Carols was an immediate hit. 
In its first year there was one service, which 
filled Fresno’s First Congregational Church 
beyond capacity and many people were 

CELEBRATING GREAT MUSIC  
An event and an ensemble celebrated 10 years  

of making great music and connecting the  

campus and community
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turned away. An evening service was added 
the second year, a practice that continued 
when the event moved to University Pres-
byterian Church in 2012. 

Klassen feels he achieved what he set out 
to do. “I wanted our community to experi-
ence the spiritual and musical excellence 
initially begun by King’s College, Cam-
bridge. Humbly, I will admit that it worked. 
So much so that people seemed to leave 
the Lessons and Carols services with an 
increased spiritual sense strongly aided by 
the selection and performance of the music 
and hymnology,” he said.

Zachary Durlam, D.M.A., director of cho-
ral activities, took over the service in 2010, 
when Klassen retired from FPU. Durlam has 
added his stamp to the program. “In 2010, 
we began to connect things a little bit more 
musically,” he said. “We had more contin-
uous music or music playing under Scrip-
tures. In 2011, we added more ensembles 
and pulled in our men’s and women’s cho-
ruses. In 2012, we included all four of our 
choral groups (Concert Choir, Crosswind, 
Men’s Chorus, Women’s Chorale). We have 
given it more of a theme outside of Lessons 
and Carols as well.” The First Church Chris-
tian Academy Children’s Chorus and several 
community instrumental musicians also 
participated in 2012.
 

Community Wind  
Ensemble

T he Community Wind Ensemble 
is the largest instrumental 
music group at the university.                
Patricia DeBenedetto, adjunct 

music faculty, is the founding conductor and 
leads the ensemble. The group is a mix of 
about 20 university music students and 25-
30 community musicians, including music 
teachers, conductors, music shop owners 
and members of other local ensembles.

Wayne Huber, associate professor of 
music and music department chairman, had 
long been on the lookout for a way to start 
a group like this when he connected with 
DeBenedetto.  “It was my dream to have 
a wind ensemble. We have needed a band 
forever,” he said.

As the ensemble has grown, there have 
been kinks to work out. One has been 

logistics due to the size of the group. “It’s 
expensive to run a band and transport 
equipment,” DeBenedetto said.

Among the highlights of the last 10 years 
has been the CWE’s 2009 performance in 
Carnegie Hall. Since that trip, the quality of 
the group has continued to increase. “It has 
evolved over time,” DeBenedetto said.

The group’s 10th anniversary perfor-
mance on November 30, 2012, in Paul Shag-
hoian Concert Hall, Clovis, featured guest 
conductor Craig Kirchhoff, professor of con-
ducting and director of bands at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Kirchhoff is a nationally 
known conductor and educator.

Huber praised DeBenedetto, who 
brought Kirchhoff in for the concert, for her 
work. “It’s been quite incredible. Patricia 
has done a wonderful job,” Huber said. 

The wind ensemble is of value to the stu-
dents, according to DeBenedetto. “If you are 
going to graduate students with a degree 
in music education, that are going to go out 
and teach, then they have to have ensemble 
experience,” she said. “The students get 
to play really good music with really good 
musicians and feel a part of a group that’s 
bigger than themselves.”

This dual purpose drives both Lessons 
and Carols and the Community Wind En-
semble: “We do it for the community but 
we do it for our students. We want our stu-
dents, our community, to be exposed to the 
arts and the culture,” Huber said. 
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By Wayne Steffen

Kevin MacNeill

“Growing up my Dad always put the flag out.” – Kevin MacNeill

The third week of December is the quiet after the storm 
at Fresno Pacific University. Finals are over, and parking 
is plentiful. Most students are enjoying the comforts of 
home on Christmas break, while the more adventurous 
take a short mission trip.

December 2012 was no exception—except for Kevin MacNeill. 
The junior psychology major from Clovis was heading into the un-
known as he prepared for his first deployment in the California Air 
National Guard. His destination was East Africa, more than that the 
soft-spoken young man wouldn’t say. “They teach us that,” he says. 

How did he feel? “Excited, nervous, scared, ready to go, ready to 
come back,” he says.

MacNeill joined the Air National Guard in February 2009 while 
still in high school. “I shipped out to BMT on my 18th birthday,” he 
says. “BMT” is Basic Military Training, the Air Force term for recruit 
training. MacNeill went through the same regime as regular duty 
airmen. An aircraft navigation technician, his rank is senior airman, 
on the level of an Army corporal or specialist and a Navy petty offi-
cer third class. 

A growing presence
Some 85 FPU students are veterans or active-duty members of the 
armed forces. Of these, 43 are in bachelor’s degree completion pro-
grams, 27 are in the traditional undergraduate program and 11 are 
in graduate programs, including Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary.

A 2011 Pew Research Center study shows a smaller percentage 
of Americans (one-half of 1 percent) are now in the military than 
at any time since the years between World War I and World War II, 
despite the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq being the longest period 
of sustained conflict in U.S. history. At the same time, the number 
of veterans on college and university campuses is climbing. In an 
April 2011 article in USA Today, Keith Wilson, director of education 
service for the Department of Veterans Affairs states about 800,000 
returned veterans used GI Bill benefits in 2010, up 40 percent from 
2009.

FPU is following the trend: 44 veteran students were enrolled 
in 2009, 76 in 2010 and 89 in 2011. The Post-9/11 G.I. Bill, which 
went into effect in 2008, provides more funds for veterans to attend 
private colleges and universities, according to Heidi Marshall, FPU 
certification and student services coordinator. “It’s made private 
schools a better option,” she says.

8  fresno pacific university
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“I guess I wanted direction, and the Navy gave me that, and pride.”  
– Izzy Sanchez   

Accomplishing a new mission

“Growing up my Dad always put the flag out.” – Kevin MacNeill
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Fresno Pacific received just under $1 million through the bill 
in 2011-2012 to cover tuition. Other funds are paid directly 
to students, who then pay FPU. The university is also enrolled 

in the federal Yellow Ribbon Program, which helps qualified veter-
ans cover costs not covered by the G.I. Bill. Most FPU students who 
are veterans are on the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill, a dozen are on the older 
Montgomery G.I. Bill, 10 use vocational-rehabilitation funds and five 
use military reserve benefits.

An unscientific sample
The question: “Who are the veteran students of FPU” would require 
as many answers as there are students who have served. Often they 
are older than other students—but not always, particularly in the 
DC, graduate and seminary programs. Few live on campus, so the 
library and lounges are popular hangouts. Many chuckle at, or are 
frustrated by, the complaints and concerns of their classmates who 
have not seen what they have seen.
      To find out more, we turn to MacNeill and other volunteers: 
“Kali” Kalaitzidis, Joseph Medina, Jerome Trembley and “Izzy” 
Sanchez.

Joining up
Kalaitzidis wasn’t ready for college, hadn’t done as well as she 
would have liked in high school and wanted to work with her hands. 
“I kind of used it as a way to find myself,” she says.

As a child, MacNeill was patriotic and loved airplanes. “Growing 
up, my Dad always put the flag out,” he says. When his brother en-
listed in 2007, MacNeill loved the atmosphere at the BMT gradua-
tion exercises. “My brother said I caught the bug,” he recalls.

Sanchez was looking for something. “I wanted stability, I wanted 
an education. I guess I wanted direction, and the Navy gave me that, 
and pride,” he says. He also wanted to serve. “Especially after 9/11, 
I felt it was time to do something,” adds Sanchez, who says family 
military connections played no role in his decision. “I’m the first 
one. I kind of discovered it all on my own,” he says.

Trembley and Medina, on the other hand, had close relatives who 
had served. Trembley’s father and grandfather had both been Ma-
rines, his grandfather during the Korean War.

Medina’s father and uncles were in USMC or the Army, and he 
had cousins in the Navy and Air Force. “I pretty much knew I would 
go into the military somehow,” he says. Medina also wanted a chal-
lenge. “The Marine Corps was supposed to be the best of the best 
and I figured if I could do that I could do anything,” he says.

A discharge from the Marines didn’t end Medina’s interest, so he 
eventually joined the Guard. “I’d been following the war. It pained 
me not to be involved,” he says. 

Kiriakonla “Kali” 
Kalaitzidis 
Kiriakonla “Kali” Kalaitzidis started at FPU in the fall of 2012 as a 
freshman kinesiology major. She served in the Navy from Novem-
ber 1998 to November 2003 and lives at Naval Air Station Lemoore 
with her husband, a 16-year veteran still on active duty, and their 
12-year-old daughter. A Boston native, she served in California and 
Virginia and the family has been stationed in Japan, Maine and Flor-
ida. At the time of the interview Kalaitzidis’ husband was on the 
aircraft carrier U.S.S. John C. Stennis, working on the F/A-18 Hornet 
fighter planes, which is what she did.

The couple met in the Navy, which she joined at 19. Kalaitzidis 
left the military to make for an easier family life. Still, there are 
challenges. “It was difficult but we worked it out. We’re still going 
strong 12 years later,” she says.

The family has no idea how long Lemoore will be home. “Hope-
fully long enough for me to finish school,” she says.

“I just take it one day at a time and do what I have to do.” –Kali Kalaitzidis
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Joseph Medina
Joseph Medina (BA ’12) is studying for master’s degrees in Old Tes-
tament and New Testament at the Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary. 
He earned a bachelor’s degree in liberal studies through the Visalia 
Center, then started seminary in the fall of 2012. He and wife Kim 
live on campus.

The Tulare native served in the Marine Corps 1993-2001, work-
ing on Hawk and Avenger missile system equipment and serving at 
Redstone Arsenal in Alabama and in Fresno. In 2005 he joined the 
California Army National Guard, where he’s a motor transport op-
erator (“A long term for being a truck driver,” he jokes.) Medina was 
in Iraq in 2006-2007 with a Guard infantry unit.

Kim Medina spent nine years in the National Guard and is now 
studying for her teaching credential at FPU. They went through the 
degree completion program together. “We both planned to be edu-
cators, but the Lord took me in a different way,” Joseph Medina says.

“I’ve been loved here.” – Joseph Medina
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MBs and military service
Fresno Pacific University is 
affiliated with the Mennonite 
Brethren (MB) churches. MBs are 
part of the Anabaptist tradition 
of Christianity. Anabaptists, who 
include other Mennonite groups 
and the Amish, are committed to 
peace and reconciliation between 
individuals and groups. One of 
the many ways in which Anabap-
tists live their commitment is to 
not serve in the military.

Here is what the USMB Con-
fession of Faith says about duty to 
the state and nonresistance. More 
on the Mennonite Brethren at 
usmb.org/about-us

ARTICLE 12:  
SOCIETY AND STATE

The State as  
Instituted by God
We believe that God instituted the 
state to promote the well-being of 
all people. Christians cooperate 
with others in society to defend 
the weak, care for the poor, and 
promote justice, righteousness 

and truth. Believers witness 
against corruption, discrimina-
tion and injustice, exercise social 
responsibility, pay taxes, and obey 
all laws that do not conflict with 
the Word of God.

God has given governments 
authority to maintain law and 
order and to punish wrongdoers. 
Followers of Christ respect and 
pray for those in authority so that 
peaceful order may prevail. We 
deplore the loss of life in the exer-
cise of state-sanctioned violence.

 
Christian Allegiance  
in Society
The primary allegiance of all 
Christians is to Christ’s kingdom, 
not the state or society. Because 
their citizenship is in heaven, 
Christians are called to resist the 
idolatrous temptation to give 
to the state the devotion that is 
owed to God. As ambassadors for 
Christ, Christians act as agents 
of reconciliation, and seek the 
well-being of all peoples.

Because Christ forbids the 
swearing of oaths, we simply 
affirm the truth in legal transac-
tions. Believers do not participate 
in secret societies which demand 
the swearing of oaths or which 
otherwise conflict with a Chris-
tian’s allegiance to Christ and the 
church.
Exodus 20:13, 16; Leviticus 19:11; 
Psalm 82:3-4; Jeremiah 29:7; Daniel 
2:21; Daniel 3:17-18; Daniel 4:17; Mat-
thew 5:13-16, 33-37; Matthew 6:33; 
Matthew 17:24-27; Matthew 22:17-21; 
John 15:19; John 17:14-18; Acts 5:29; 
Romans 13:1-7; I Corinthians 5:9-13; II 
Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:6-13; 
Philippians 1:27; Philippians 3:20; I 
Timothy 2:1-4; Titus 3:1-2; James 5:12; 
I Peter 2:13-17.

ARTICLE 13:  
LOVE AND NONRESISTANCE  

God’s Community  
of Peace
Believers believe that God in 
Christ reconciles people to him-
self and to one another, making 

peace through the cross. The 
church is a fellowship of re-
deemed people living by love. Our 
bond with other believers of Jesus 
transcends all racial, social and 
national barriers.

Christian  
Peacemaking
We seek to be agents of reconcili-
ation in all relationships, to prac-
tice love of enemies as taught by 
Christ, to be peacemakers in all 
situations. We view violence in its 
many different forms as contra-
dictory to the new nature of the 
Christian. We believe that the evil 
and inhumane nature of violence 
is contrary to the gospel of love 
and peace. In times of national 
conscription or war, we believe 
we are called to give alternative 
service where possible. Alleviat-
ing suffering, reducing strife, and 
promoting justice are ways of 
demonstrating Christ’s love.
Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 5:17-28, 
38-48; Romans 12:9-21; Romans 13:8-
10; I Peter 2:19-23.



Keeping the faith
Being a Christian soldier—or sailor, airman or Marine—is possible, 
but difficult.

“When I enlisted it was very different from my walk with 
Christ,” MacNeill says. Many in basic training called themselves 
Christians to get out of the dormitories (Air Force term for “bar-
racks”) for church on Sunday. This came as a surprise. “I grew up 
in a somewhat sheltered home,” says MacNeill, whose father was a 
youth pastor.

Being in such a secular atmosphere brought MacNeill closer to 
God. “I see it as an opportunity,” he says. Trying to set an example 
to others of what the Christian life is really like, he quotes the 
phrase attributed to St. Francis of Assisi: “Preach continually…
when necessary, use words.”

Sanchez attended services on ship and on shore. “I always had 
that open line of communication with my chaplain,” he says. Jesus 
and the Christian Community, the foundational  FPU undergradu-
ate Bible course, was a challenge for Sanchez, but he enjoyed it so 
much he’s now taking Biblical Interpretation: to 18th Century. “I’m 
learning to decipher the Bible,” he says.

Serving God and country is a balancing act between two loves, 
according to Medina. “For me it’s a very tough challenge,” he says. 

Marines, for example, are trained to be aggressive and value the 
unit, the Corps, God and country—in that order. “We’re told we’re 
being taught to be a killer, to fight battles for our country,” Medina 
says. There were Bible studies in Iraq. “But that was secondary to 
the mission, which was to get out there, do what we have to do and 
come back alive,” he says.

Seminary is giving Medina a new view of the Bible. “It’s going to 
be hard if I’m called up again (by the National Guard),” he says.

Finding FPU
Students who are veterans find out about FPU the same way oth-
er students do: through employers, family and friends. They also 
attend for the same reasons: strong academics, programs that are 
accessible, relationships with faculty and fellow students and the 
Christian atmosphere.

What attracted Sanchez? “The pre-med program,” he says. He 
was also impressed that classes were available, that previous 
credits transferred and at the welcome he got on his campus visit. 
“They did the whole red-carpet thing for me,” Sanchez says.

Trembley also appreciates that his credits from Empire State 
College transferred. “Fresno Pacific was very helpful,” he says. 
“They were veteran-friendly. And the science program here has 
been wonderful.”

Kalaitzidis heard about FPU through the Navy College Program, 
which helps personnel connect with educational opportunities. “I 
really liked the school,” she says.

Jerome Trembley
Trembley plans to be a physician, and has two years to go as a 
biology/chemistry major. In the Navy from September 2001 to 
September 2011, he was part of the submarine service, first as a 
nuclear operator on the U.S.S. Memphis, then as a nuclear power 
instructor. Both the nuclear and the submarine fields are extremely 
competitive. “That’s the top 1 percent of the Navy,” he says.

On the Memphis, Trembley supported Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
toured the Mediterranean Ocean and the Persian Gulf. He also 
cruised underneath the North Pole and supported the evacuation of 
U.S. citizens in Lebanon when Israel declared war on that country.

Raised by his grandparents, the 2001 Selma High School grad-
uate enlisted at 17. In addition to his studies, Trembley is an aca-
demic research associate in the emergency room department at the 
University of California at San Francisco Fresno Medical Education 
Program.

“They come to us  
with life experiences we 
do not have.”  
– Laura Schmidt Roberts

12  fresno pacific university

“I’m learning to decipher the Bible.” – Izzy Sanchez



Israel “Izzy” Sanchez
Israel “Izzy” Sanchez spent nine years as a U.S. Navy corpsman, en-
listing in October 2002. “I’d just turned 17,” he says.

At one time attached to the First Marine Battalion, Sanchez 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as Japan, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, China, Cambodia, Taiwan, Thailand, Australia, Spain, Italy, 
the Horn of Africa, Peru and India. Ship duty included the aircraft 
carriers U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln, U.S.S. Ronald Reagan as well as the 
U.S.S. Stennis.

Today Sanchez is a sophomore in the pre-med program who 
commutes to the main campus from Visalia, where he is a fitness 
instructor. A native of Atlanta, GA, his family moved to Tulare when 
Sanchez was in high school and he graduated from Tulare Union 
High School. The son of a pastor, Sanchez grew up in mostly nonde-
nominational, some Pentecostal, churches.

PTSD: A souvenir veterans do not want 

“We’re now thinking for ourselves.” 
 – Izzy Sanchez

fpu.edu • pacific magazine  13

SOME WOUNDS DON’T BLEED. 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder is part of 
everyday life for veterans and those around 
them. Defined as “a set of symptoms that 
follow a traumatic event,” the disorder can 
unexpectedly bring a little of the battlefield 
to the home front.

All the veterans interviewed for Pacific 
say they experience PTSD. Though some 
were closer to combat than others, all have 
served during wartime.

Loud noises are difficult. “When the 
professor slammed the books on the table it 
triggered me,” says Izzy Sanchez. 

Patience can be hard to find, according to 
former submariner Jerome Trembley, who 
once spent 98 straight days under water. 
“The stress was real for us,” he says. 

Sherry Walling, Ph.D., has been working 
with veterans since 2004. First with the 
Veteran’s Administration in Los Angles and 
Boston, then during post-doctorate work 
at the National Center for PTSD in Boston. 
Today Walling, a former fulltime member of 
the FPU psychology faculty and still an ad-
junct at Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary, sees 
veterans in her practice as director of clinical 

training at House Psychiatric Clinic, Fresno. 
The trauma could be something expe-

rienced or witnessed. “It’s an event that 
creates intense fear, horror,” Walling says. 
PTSD is not limited to veterans, but is, along 
with mild traumatic brain injury, a signature 
affliction among them. “That’s what we’re 
seeing over and over,” Walling says.

Shock and pain become PTSD when 
symptoms continue more than 30 days after 
the event and become serious disruptions to 
life. In extreme cases people may not be able 
to leave their house. “It’s different than being 
worried or preoccupied,” Walling says.

Though PTSD was diagnosed in 1982, 
warriors have felt its affects throughout his-
tory. “We see the symptoms in Homer’s writ-
ing, and definitely in World War I and World 
War II,” Walling says. “It’s not a new phenom-
enon; it’s a newly identified phenomenon.”

There is no cure for PTSD, but a variety of 
treatments can be effective.  “People get bet-
ter, and have very happy lives,” Walling says.

One goal is to put the traumatic event in 
context. A woman assaulted by a man may 
decide no man can be trusted. A veteran who 
saw a comrade die may feel guilty he or she 

lived. Each may no longer believe the world a 
good place. “Treatment involves re-working 
out those aspects of life,” Walling says.

Faculty and staff can help by understand-
ing that students who seem distracted or 
uncaring may not be slacking off. Services 
are available through the campus and the 
Veterans Administration. Though many will 
not admit a problem, it’s good to open com-
munication lines. “I think it’s helpful to ask, if 
you feel comfortable,” Walling says.

While PTSD is widespread, it’s difficult 
to count how many have it. Medical profes-
sionals know only of veterans who screen 
positive when they leave the military or seek 
help later. That’s not everybody. “What we 
definitely know from the conflict in Vietnam 
is that people can go their whole lives with-
out presenting for treatment,” Walling says.

What can be seen is that the disorder is 
a community problem. “PTSD affects the 
veterans who have experienced it, but it also 
affects their family, spouses and children,” 
Walling says. 

More at the National Center for PTSD ptsd.va.gov



A cousin who had gone to FPU suggested the university to Medi-
na, who had two years of coursework from Modesto Junior College. 
“She told me they had a great program,” he says.

The program Medina had in mind was teacher education, but the 
degree completion version of Jesus and the Christian Community 
proved a revelation. “I was enthralled. I had always loved talking 
about Jesus, talking about the Bible,” he says.

Another Bible class, talks with faculty, encouragement from his 
wife and prayer led Medina to the seminary. “That was a total God 
thing,” he says.

MacNeill wanted to return to the fold. “I needed to be around 
people like me,” he says. He was familiar with FPU because father 
Steve (BA ’85), mother Carol (Palmquist BA ’84) and brother Jeff 
(BA ’08) are all graduates. “It’s been a big part of my family,” he 
says. 

Fitting in
All students interviewed said they felt welcome at FPU. Each was 
aware this is a Christian university; only Kalaitzidis and MacNeill 
were aware that the Mennonite Brethren is a historic peace church 
when they enrolled. “Even though they are a peace church they 
respect the veterans, and I respect what they believe in,” Kalaitzidis 
says.

“I’ve been loved here at the college, I’ve never been shunned,” 
Medina says. Some days he wears a shirt from his old outfit to re-
member his “brothers,” some of whom are back in Iraq.

MacNeill wore his uniform for a speech in oral communication 
class about his basic training. “They treated the uniform differently, 
which I respect. I’m just a person; it’s the uniform that really calls 
for respect,” he says. “In America we live to be free. Freedom isn’t 
free.”

FPU has been extremely helpful to Trembley, who was an athe-
ist until December 24, 2009. “God spoke to me,” he says. Angulus 
Wilson, university pastor, and Karen Crozier, assistant professor of 
practical theology and member of the Office of Spiritual Formation, 
have guided Trembley. “I have nothing but wonderful things to say 
about OSF,” he says. “It’s refreshing to come to a place that has a 
Christ-centered focus.”

Christian is all Sanchez knew about Fresno Pacific. “I didn’t 
know what a Mennonite was until I got here,” says Sanchez, who 
appreciates that people have not stereotyped him. “It’s a rewarding 
experience,” he says.

Knowing veterans
Students who are veterans have gotten to know FPU. What does 
FPU need to know about them?

Veterans are great students still adjusting to civilian life, accord-
ing to Trembley. “I’m here for a reason and a purpose and I treat it 
with the same gravity as I did the military,” he says.

Given their age and experience, veterans may be more drawn to 
faculty than to classmates. “It was a challenge for me to be working 
with my peers, who are now 19,” says the 29-year-old Trembley.

At 33 years old, Kalaitzidis feels it, too. “I just take it one day at 
a time and do what I have to do,” she says, echoing a phrase often 
heard among veteran students.

All of the students praised their faculty for their support as well 
as their knowledge. “Thank you to all my teachers,” Kalaitzidis says. 
“I’m genuinely grateful.”

While they may be rusty at being in class, veteran students have 
their advantages. “We’re good with deadlines, we’re quick learners,” 
Sanchez says. “You pull a veteran to do a task for you, they’ll get it 
done in a heartbeat, that’s for sure.”

A love of order is an important, but two-sided, trait. These 
students respect faculty, are punctual and are used to following 
instructions. Veterans are always on time, being used to being told 
where to be and what to do. They are, however, learning to again 
deal with the shades of gray of everyday life after the black-and-
white outlook of the military. “We’re now thinking for ourselves,” 
Sanchez says.

Connecting thread 
Ask one of these students what they liked about the military and 
you’ll hear about serving a greater cause.

The standards of Air Force and Air National Guard are: integrity 
first, service before self and excellence in all we do. “The military is 
one of the only places in the world that says it’s not about you, it’s 
about something larger than you,” MacNeill says.

The other place MacNeill hears this message: church.  
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Veteran students add to the education at FPU
HAVING MILITARY VETERANS at 
a university founded by a historic peace 
church is educational for everyone.		
      “It’s theologically important for me to be 
welcoming,” says Laura Schmidt Roberts, 
Ph.D., associate professor of biblical and 
religious studies. “Part of being peacemak-
ers is making room for the conversation. 
Part of the witness is staying in relationship 
with people, even in conflicting views and 
understandings.”

The same is true at Fresno Pacific Bib-
lical Seminary. “The fact they are here and 
taking courses and learning the Bible and 
learning theology is quite appropriate. We 
welcome students who come here to study 
the Bible,” says Tim Geddert, Ph.D., profes-
sor of New Testament.

FPU is affiliated with the Mennonite 
Brethren churches, whose members do not 
traditionally serve in the military. Students, 
who are not required to be Christians, come 
from more than 60 denominations and tra-
ditions. Faculty, who must be active Chris-
tians, also represent a variety of church 
backgrounds.

Christians disagree about the role of the 
military, Geddert points out. Many join the 
military out of a commitment to honor and 

a desire to serve, similar to police officers. 
“They’re doing this in obedience to Jesus, as 
they see it,” Geddert says.

Students interviewed for Pacific hold 
Schmidt Roberts and Geddert up as exem-
plary professors. Both value what students 
who are veterans bring to FPU. “They bring 
concrete experience, worldviews, ideas that 
have to be considered in a direct way as we 
talk about the Gospel of peace and reconcil-
iation,” Roberts says.

Having veterans in the seminary keeps 
others from making glib generalizations 
about the military. “It adds to the discus-
sion,” Geddert says. Students who are 
veterans also show an openness to learn, 
he adds. “Why else would they come to an 
Anabaptist seminary?”

A growing number of veterans come to 
the seminary because they want to return 
to the armed forces as chaplains, says Lynn 
Jost, Ph.D., vice president and dean of the 
seminary. The seminary is also a safe place 
to learn. “Those who have seen military 
action need a healing place to cope with 
post-traumatic stress,” Jost said.

An FPU education challenges everyone 
involved—students and faculty—to explore 
new ideas and deepen their understanding. 

“We must be who we are, and make our un-
derstandings known. And we must listen,” 
Roberts said.

Jost agrees. “Almost invariably exploring 
biblical theology leads veterans, and the 
rest of us, to new challenges grading our 
identity as peacemakers, children of the 
God of peace,” he said.

Pete C. Menjares, Ph.D., president of FPU, 
has a two-fold interest in students who are 
veterans. Veteran’s Day is his birthday, and 
his father served in the Airborne during the 
Korean War. His sister and nephews have 
also been in the military. “I come from a 
family of veterans,” he says.

He also views these students pastorally. 
“Those who have served in war zones or 
seen combat have been changed. They have 
lived and experienced things the vast ma-
jority of us will never know,” Menjares says.

FPU is a good place for these students 
to reintegrate into society and prepare for 
the next chapter of their lives. “I don’t see 
a commitment to peacemaking as being 
incompatible with having veteran students. 
My hope is that it would inspire them to 
work for peace,” Menjares says. “I’m happy 
these students are here.” 

 “Those who have  
seen military action 
need a healing  
place.” – Lynn Jost
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Each time Paul Toews Ph.D., led a pilgrimage to the Ukraine, 
he closed a circle for himself and thousands of other 
Mennonites. 

Maybe that circle was more a ragged oval, for this mid-
dle son of Mennonite Brethren patriarch J.B. Toews had already 
attempted a brief bid for freedom from, and a negotiated settle-
ment with, the culture that created him. In choosing instead to car-
ry the torch and fan its flame, Paul Toews would enlighten lives far 
beyond Fresno Pacific University, where he has spent 44 years as a 
history professor, retiring in July 2013.  

All Mennonite groups, including the Mennonite Brethren, come 
from the Anabaptist tradition. Part of the 16th-century Christian 
Reformation, Anabaptists were the first to practice adult or be-
liever’s baptism. Placing Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount at the center 
of their faith, they also traditionally do not serve in the military, 
though the Toews family has certainly seen war. 

By Wayne Steffen

CARRYING THE  
TORCH OF  
HISTORY 
Toews enlightens  
the future
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Growing up Toews
Born in Ukraine when it was part of Russia, J.B. Toews lived the end 
of Mennonite history there: the Bolshevik Revolution and the re-
pression that followed displaced all and killed many. The story had 
a better beginning, as Catherine the Great invited Mennonites to 
farm vast lands in her growing empire. Starting in 1788 Mennonites 
moved to Russia, mostly from Poland and Prussia, where over the 
next 130-plus years many became prosperous landowners before 
losing everything in the 1920s. The Toews family was among those 
who fled to Canada. 

To grow up in the house of J.B. Toews was to live in the lap of MB 
society. At the dinner table church leaders discussed where “The 
Brotherhood” had been and where it was going. “There was inter-
play between past and present,” Paul Toews says.

No surprise Paul Toews loves history and teaching. “It’s in my 
DNA,” he says. The pulpit would have been an acceptable career, 
but, “one didn’t become a stockbroker,” he says.

That household—J.B., Nettie (Unruh) Toews and their three 

sons—moved among MB centers, not as refugees but as a family 
of growing stature. Starting in Canada, where the elder Toews pa-
stored churches and taught in Bible churches; then to California to 
pastor the Reedley MB Church (then the denomination’s largest); 
next to Kansas to serve as general secretary of MB Missions; finally 
westward again to Fresno as president of the Mennonite Brethren 
Biblical Seminary (now Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary).

Retiring as seminary president in 1972, J.B. Toews helped estab-
lish the MB Historical Commission, serving as executive director 
of the commission and the Center for MB Studies in FPU’s Hiebert 
Library. That post later belonged to Paul Toews. “It’s a family that 
has cut a pretty wide swath, certainly in the Mennonite Brethren 
world,” says Kevin Enns-Rempel (BA ’82), today director of Hiebert 
Library and former center archivist.

Being the son of J.B. Toews carried expectations—older brother 
John E. Toews, Ph.D., taught at and was dean of the seminary and 
later president of Conrad Grebel University College, a Mennonite 
school affiliated with Canada’s University of Waterloo, while James 

“He has helped  
Mennonites  
understand what  
their background is.”  
– Peter Klassen

CARRYING THE  
TORCH OF  
HISTORY 
Toews enlightens  
the future
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has been a social worker and administrator 
in Oregon and Washington, D.C.—but Paul 
Toews did not find his father’s shadow cold 
or dark. “I’ve always understood it as pro-
viding enormous opportunities,” he says.       
  

Intermission
After earning a bachelor’s degree at Tabor 
College, the MB school in Kansas, and a 
master’s at the University of Kansas, Paul 
Toews joined the Fresno Pacific faculty in 
1967 as he was finishing his doctorate at 
the University of Southern California. In 
1969 came his break with tradition.

Of his two years as assistant professor 
at the University of Wisconsin, Parkside, 
Toews says little, other than to call it “try-
ing to run away from home.” With a smile 
he notes that his revolution failed. “When 
you’re away from Mennonite communities 
you come to intellectually embrace them,” 
Toews says.

Aiding his return was a radical restating 
of Anabaptism and an admiration by those 
from outside the fold. John Howard Yod-
er’s The Politics of Jesus, published in 1972 
and still a standard, paints Jesus as deeply 
concerned with social, political and moral 
questions on earth, not just eternal souls. 
Rather than being “the quiet in the land,” 
Yoder called Anabaptists to involvement in 
the world.

Also influential on Toews was the re-
action to the book from people he met in 
secular institutions who had great respect 
for Anabaptists, but no connection to Men-
nonites. “They just knew the story,” he says. 

Coming home
When he returned in 1971, Toews first tried 
to bargain for independence by not be-
coming an “MB” historian. “I said to myself 
‘I’m going to teach at this little Mennonite 
college, but I’m going to keep my interest in 
19th century U.S. religious history,” he says.

The negotiation, like the revolution, 
didn’t work. In the end Paul Toews did 
much to not only tell the story of his literal 
and religious ancestors—the cousins in the 
wider Mennonite world as well as his  

brothers and sisters within the MBs—but to 
add to and shape it for the future. 

Fitting work for one who saw the story 
in history and knew the past was more than 
a list of dates to be memorized. “What Paul 
provided was this interpretive scheme,” 
says Enns-Rempel, who was Toews’ student. 
“That was a revelation for me.” 

Teacher and guide
With no clear idea of a major or plan after 
graduation, Enns-Rempel signed up for 
American Civilization in January 1979. The 
course brought direction to his life. “It was 
because of Paul’s teaching,” Enns-Rempel 
said.

The Toews style is “erudite,” Enns-Rem-
pel says; he’s a lecturer in the best sense 
of that beat up word. “A good lecturer is an 
amazing thing, and he was,” Enns-Rempel 
says. Toews prepared students for graduate 
school before they knew they wanted to go. 
“So when we got there, it really wasn’t all 
that surprising,” Enns-Rempel says.

At least 14 history students during 
Toews’ time have completed doctorates, 
and many more have earned advanced de-
grees. Enns-Rempel is one example: Toews 
pointed out that the archivist at the Cen-
ter for MB Studies would be retiring. “He 
asked, ‘Think maybe you might want to do 
that?,” Enns-Rempel recalls. Taking the hint, 
Enns-Rempel earned a master’s at Univer-
sity of California, Riverside. “So then I was a 
colleague,” he says.

And Toews treated Enns-Rempel as a 
colleague. “Paul wasn’t one to pull rank,” 
Enns-Rempel says. “I’m grateful to him.” 

Idealistic entrepreneurism
As Enns-Rempel appreciated Toews, Toews 
appreciated what was happening at Fresno 
Pacific when he came. “Arthur Wiebe had 
gone out and hired a generation of kids,” 
Toews says. “There was a lot of idealism.”

President from 1960-1975, Arthur Wie-
be, Ph.D., in many ways built the university. 
Under his leadership the school first earned 
accreditation from the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges (WASC), and started 
offering bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 
Before national searches and hiring com-
mittees, Wiebe molded a faculty that made 
careers at Fresno Pacific and topped stu-
dent “favorite professor” lists.

Under Wiebe FPU explored what it 
meant to be an MB school based on beliefs, 
not church attendance. Fresno Pacific stu-
dents are not required to be Christian, and 
faculty and staff, while they must be active 
Christians, need not be MB. The identity 
that grew out of the idealism is based in 
Anabaptism and contained in the Fresno 
Pacific Idea, which calls FPU to be Christian, 
a community of learners and prophetic. 
“MB is who we are, but we’re open, we’re 
ecumenical,” Toews says.

The school was entrepreneurial, as well. 
Creating programs needed in the region 
has become second nature to FPU. “I’ve said 
many times that this institution lives by its 
wits,” Toews says.

That spirit is felt today in initiatives like 
the regional centers. “We keep looking for 
ways we can reach new publics,” Toews 
says.

Toews has been proud to be a part of 
this time in FPU history. “There aren’t many 

“MB is who we 
are, but we’re 
open, we’re 
ecumenical.”  
– Paul Toews
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generations that are given that opportuni-
ty,” he says. 

The world calls…twice
The telephone brought two opportunities 
for Toews to study Mennonite history and 
become an ambassador to the wider Men-
nonite world.  

The first call came in 1975, from Robert 
Kreider, Ph.D., historian and president of 
Bluffton University, a Mennonite college in 
Ohio. Was Toews interested in writing for a 
four-volume series on the Mennonite Expe-
rience in America, chronicling the various 
Mennonite and Amish groups from their 
first arrival in colonial North America to the 
latter half of the 20th century?

Toews wrote volume four, Mennonites 
in American Society, 1930-1970, published 
in 1996 and the best-known of his seven 
books. Toews has also written 54 articles 
for scholarly journals or the religious press 
and 15 chapters, book forewards and en-
cyclopedia articles. Toews’ scholarship has 
brought him a Fulbright Scholarship, four 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
awards and fellowships from the Lilly Foun-
dation and the Institute for the Study of 
American Evangelicals.

Mennonites in American Society made 
Toews—Paul Toews—a name among Men-
nonites at large, not just Mennonite Breth-
ren. He would speak at and get to know 
leaders from most of the Mennonite schools 
in the U.S., creating a network of scholars. 
“It was enormously invigorating and enrich-
ing,” Toews says. 

A river runs through it
The second call came in 1995, from Mari-
na Unger, who was organizing Mennonite 
Heritage cruises. She wanted to know if 
Toews was interested in venturing beyond 
the cinderblock walls of his Hiebert Library 
office to lead a cruise on the Dnieper River, 
which flows from Russia, through Belarus 
and Ukraine to the Black Sea. Ukraine was, 
literally, the land of Paul Toews’ father, and 
the cradle of the Mennonite Brethren.

Interested, Toews was also dubious 
since he’d have to lead the cruise during the 
school year. But his dean, Dalton Reimer, 
Ph.D., another of Arthur Wiebe’s “kids,” be-
came the first of many administrators and 
others who supported Toews through 15 
annual Mennonite Heritage cruises. “It was 
a very generous accommodation,” Toews 
says. Toews’ travels have also taken him to 
Mennonite communities or former settle-
ments in Poland, the Netherlands, Germany, 
Switzerland and other countries in Europe, 
South America and Asia. 

Each 12-day cruise was made up of 150-
180 people, overwhelmingly the survivors 
and descendants of Catherine’s invitation 
and Stalin’s purge. All who attended this 
“floating Mennonite university” had a con-
nection to the land and an interest in the 
subject. “It’s a professor’s dream,” Toews 
says. 

All for “nol”
On his second time down the river it oc-
curred to Toews that, though there were no 
Mennonites left in the region, their finger-
prints might still be found. At state archives 
in Odessa and other cities, he struck his-
toric gold in the form of Tsarist and Soviet 
records. “There were enormous riches,” 
Toews says. 

Each year thereafter Toews copied doc-
uments and brought them to the Center for 
Mennonite Brethren Studies, building the 
largest collection of its kind in the United 
States: 200,000 pages. The cost of this 
priceless return on the investment of Re-
imer and others to FPU? In Russian its “nol.” 
In English, “zero.” Thanks go to the people 
on the cruises. “Virtually all of this has been 

funded by the Russian Mennonite diaspora,” 
Toews says.

 Alongside Toews in several efforts was 
Peter Klassen, Ph.D., former FPU faculty 
member and longtime board member as 
well as retired professor of history at Cal-
ifornia State University, Fresno. “He has 
helped Mennonites understand what their 
background is,” Klassen says.

Scholarly meticulousness and a diplo-
matic touch have made Toews successful 
with students, scholars and bureaucrats. 
“Paul is a real diplomat and a genuine per-
son,” Klassen says. “He functions in any kind 
of setting.” Asked to describe Toews, Klas-
sen quotes poet Alexander Pope: “An honest 
man is the noblest work of God.” 

This is retirement?
The teacher who has guided careers and the 
diplomat who has charmed former Soviet 
officials becomes tongue-tied at the thought 
of how he should be remembered. First he 
tries to pass the question. “I don’t know that 
I have a good response,” Toews says. 

With thought come words. “I hope it’s 
as one who inspired at least a few students 
and who inspired a little broader intellec-
tual world,” he continues. “I hope students 
became more sympathetic and tolerant to 
other understandings—we need to remem-
ber, as the Apostle Paul wrote, ‘We do see 
through a glass darkly.’”

Differences between Toews on the 
faculty and Toews in retirement may not 
be readily apparent. He plans to continue 
mining and assaying the treasurers of the 
Ukraine, leading tours to former Mennonite 
colonies in Europe and dividing his time 
between where he calls home and where 
his ancestors came from.

The circle—or ragged oval—of discov-
ering, telling and shaping the story of his 
church and his people continues to draw 
Toews. In so many ways, “Paul was at the 
right place at the right time in history,” 
Enns-Rempel says.
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By Michelle Murphy 

As 5:00 p.m. nears, 120 young people begin to 
sign in and scurry off to their assigned rooms 
for choir practice at North Fresno Church. The 
kids are running around laughing, eager to begin. 

Kathy Blumer, director of the Vivace class, calls her students 
to attention, and they stand with their heads held high ready 
to sing. In other rooms of the church singers ranging from 
kindergarten to high school fill the halls with the music of the 
Bach Children’s Choir.

In the Prima Voce room, children as young as five warm up 
their vocal chords with a game of “Button, Button.” The play-
ful exercise has the group sitting in a circle singing, “button 
you must wonder everywhere,” as a girl walks around to drop 
the button into her friend’s hand. 

Across the hall, Christa Scott, the director of Dolce, is 
teaching a class of 25 first- and second-graders. The lively at-
mosphere has all of the kids in a buzz of excitement, sitting on 
the edge of their seats with smiles on their faces as they sing, 
“Trumpets resound! Let the people sing praise to the Lord!” 

Tonight the choirs are preparing for the “Fairytales and 
Frogs” performance at the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. Sarah Griffin, 
director of Prima Voce, the youngest group in the choir, has 
the students practicing their song for the zoo performance. 
The nine kids stand tall singing “Daddy’s taking us to the zoo 
tomorrow!” 

This is the scene every Tuesday as members of the five 
ensembles that make up the choir come to practice and grow 
musically. The saying in the Bach Children’s Choir is that 

anybody can learn how to sing, and that belief guided Direc-
tor Valerie (Slentz BA ‘85) Quiring 10 years ago to found the 
Bach Boys’ choir. Later, Valerie and her husband Greg started 
a girls’ choir, combining the two to create Bach Children’s 
Choir six years ago.

Finding a path
Valerie Quiring grew up in a musical family that was always 
singing for enjoyment. “It was one of the things I loved most,” 
she says. But it wasn’t until her time at FPU, where she ma-
jored in music education, that she realized music was her 
passion.

Quiring’s first semester with the choir at FPU was unlike 
anything she had ever been involved with musically before. “It 
was like something came alive in me. It was such an exciting 
experience. I just thought, ‘Okay, this is my path.’ For the rest 
of my college career, choir was the most important thing.”

That path led her to become an elementary music special-
ist with Clovis Unified School District. In addition, she taught 
elementary and middle school vocal music at Fresno Christian 
Schools and was the artistic director of the Central California 
Children’s Choir for seven years. 

Now she is able to help children discover their love for 
music through her own choir. “That’s one of the things that’s 
so awesome, when you see that light come on in the children,” 
Quiring says. “For some that light may be instantaneous, 
while for others it may switch on gradually, but the whole 
experience is great!”

 

CHOIR FOUNDED BY GRAD CELEBRATES 10 YEARS 
Passion for choral music becomes community outreach

}ALUMNI PROFILE

VALERIE 
(SLENTZ)
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With the 10th anniversary of Bach Children’s Choir, Quiring 
is even more excited to see that musical growth. “What I love 
about this type of program is students can start out really 
young and if they stay with the program you can watch them 
develop into really accomplished musicians, and to be a part 
of that process is very rewarding,” she says.

The music directors for the various age groups also enjoy 
seeing the spark in the children’s eyes during the season, and 
how they go on to continue their passion as they progress. 
“It’s hard to lose kids each year, but it’s great to see them con-
tinue,” says Christa Scott, director of Dolce.

Michele Sanders enrolled her two girls in September and 
has already seen a huge difference in their singing ability and 
overall happiness. “They’ve learned so much in a short time 
under Valerie. She’s a very good teacher, showing the kids 
how to sing well. It’s a giant family here,” Sanders says.

Spreading the music
Seeing the impact singing has had in the lives of the children 
in Bach Children’s Choir left Quiring with the desire to offer 
that experience to children who don’t have the opportunity 
to sing in school. “I was concerned some of the underserved 
communities don’t have music in Fresno,” she says. Since 
many of these students could not come to Bach Children’s 
Choir, she decided to go to them with the Neighborhood Cho-
rus project.

The project’s mission is to unite children throughout the 
community and across socioeconomic, cultural, racial and 
geographical lines through music. Due to cutbacks in the Fres-
no Unified School District, many schools have been unable to 
offer choir programs for the past 10 years. “It was something 
we had been thinking about for many years,” Quiring says. 
“We had tried to find the funding, but were unsuccessful, so 
finally we just decided to do it.” 

Quiring sought out Ann Leavenworth Elementary School 
in Southeast Fresno. The administration couldn’t have been 
more thrilled to have her. “You don’t notice when things are 
slowly taken away due to budget cuts, until something like 
this comes back,” says Stephanie Friedrich, resource teacher. 
“You realize how important music is for kids. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for the students to learn from a very skilled and 
professional instructor who has high expectations, and I think 
that makes all the difference.”

Every Monday and Tuesday, Quiring meets with a group 
of 60 fourth-, fifth- and sixth- graders in the school cafeteria, 
where the students get the last 40 minutes of the day to sing 
and learn about music. “It’s very rewarding as a teacher, be-
cause all of the capability was there, just nobody had asked 
them to sing. They’re musically growing by leaps and bounds 
and it’s really exciting,” she says, smiling.

Plans are to expand the program to include other schools 
in Fresno Unified next year to teach students creativity, coop-
eration, musical skills and focus through classical music train-
ing that include fun activities and performance opportunities.

Zachary Durlam, D.M.A., director of choral music activities 
at FPU, sits on the board of the Bach Children’s Choir. “I think 
it’s really important for students to have musical experiences 
and music education. It’s such an important part of our cul-
ture, our lives and our brains. It’s a part of being human that 
is often neglected within the school academic settings,” he 
says.

Something came alive in Quiring at FPU. The moment 
her light came on, she knew her passion for music would 
lead her to help other children find that special moment for 
themselves. Now, her reward is seeing children of all ages and 
backgrounds discover their own love for singing. 
 
More about Bach Children’s Choir and Neighborhood  
Chorus at bachchildrenschoir.org

“It’s such an important part of  
our culture, our lives and our 
brains.” –Zachary Durlam (FPU faculty)

GET INVOLVED! Valerie Quiring is able to spread the joy of mu-
sic because of her experience as a music student at FPU. Support music and 
the arts at Fresno Pacific with a contribution to the Performing Arts Center 
and inspire the next generation of performers and educators. Contact Nicole 
Linder, major gifts director, at nicole.linder@fresno.edu or 559-453-2058.   



IN
 T

O
U

C
H

W
IT

H
 A

LU
M

N
I

22  fresno pacific university

WHAT’S GOING ON?   

It’s so easy to let your classmates and friends know what’s  
happening in your life. Send your news—job, marriage, children, 
new address, awards—to alumni updates.
Email: 	 alumni@fresno.edu | Please include your graduation year(s) with your update. 
Photos must be high resolution jpeg files.

IN THE NEWS 
Brandon Dorman (BA ’05, TC ’07) was 
featured in the December 24, 2012, issue 
of The Fresno Bee. The article “12 Faces of 
Christmas,” discussed how Brandon formed a 
triathlon club, Tri-This!, about six years ago. 
Since then the nonprofit has spread to six 
local schools and continues to expose youth 
from low-income households to the sport. 
More information is available at trithis.org.

Ashley (Harper BA ’11) Cortes and her hus-
band, Sergio, were featured by KVPR, the 
Valley National Public Radio affiliate, for their 
work to improve the lives of Fresnans living 
in low-income housing. See more at kvpr.org/
post/young-couple-calls-no-more-slumlords.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Helmut K. Harnisch (BA ’67), M.D., Ph.D., 
retired in July 2012 after 35 years of practicing 
medicine. He and wife Elizabeth have been 
married for 38 years and have one son, a 
computer specialist, and one grandson.

George Martzen (BA ’82) and his family are 
on a furlough from their United Methodist 
Church General Board of Global Ministries 
assignment in Singapore, where they have 
been missionaries for 11 years. George works 
with the Methodist Church in Singapore and 
his wife, Chin Cheak Yu, teaches at Trinity 
Theological College. 

Debbie (Soeth BA ’84) Blair and her husband 
Chris went to Tanzania in February and March 
2013. Chris taught a theology class at Hope 
of the Nations Bible College in Kigoma and 
Debbie worked at a primary school in Kamala 
village. 

Elizabeth Enrique-Damian (BA ’91) received 
a doctoral degree in educational administra-
tion and supervision in May 2009. Elizabeth is 
currently taking classes toward a professional 
counseling degree at Grand Canyon University 

and Western Bible College in Phoenix, AZ. She 
plans to use her new skills within the church.

Tiffany Friesen (BA ’91, MA ’00) received her 
Ph.D. from Curtin University in Perth, Austra-
lia, on December 4, 2011. 

Ed Willms (seminary ’92) was appointed 
executive director of the Ontario Conference 
of Mennonite Brethren Churches (Canadian 
Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches) 
Board of Directors on September 1, 2012.

David Buettner (BA ‘95) was promoted to 
administrative nurse II, assistant manager of 
the University of California Davis Department 
of Emergency Medicine in Sacramento, CA.

J. Edward Epp (seminary ’95) was appointed 
director of development of United States 
Mennonite Brethren Conference on October 
1, 2012, and will work from his home in Hen-
derson, NE. 

Laura Kalmar (seminary ’00) was appointed 
interim communications director of Canadian 
Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches 
(CCMBC). She is responsible for overseeing all 
external and internal conference communi-
cations. Laura will also continue in her role as 
editor of the MB Herald.

Denise (Payton BA ’01) Jereb was appointed 
vice president, compliance officer, for Central 
Valley Community Bank in November 2012.

Lisa (Meneses MA ’01) Coorough was named 
Middle School Educator of the Year in Sep-
tember 2012 at the 19th Annual Confucius’ 
Birthday/Educators of the Year Celebration. 
She is an English and history teacher at 
Springville Union School District, Tulare Coun-
ty, CA.

Mark Peterson (BA ’05) received his Ph.D. in 
political science from Purdue University in 

August 2012. He is teaching international rela-
tions and American politics at Purdue. 

Ron Sears (MA ’07) is the director of educa-
tion at Fountainhead College of Technology in 
Knoxville, TN.

Danny Gray (seminary ’09) has been accept-
ed for the Mental Health Loan Assumption 
Program (MHLAP), a state program that will 
pay up to $10,000 in student loans in return 
for the recipient working in community psy-
chology in the Fresno area from July 2013 to 
June 2014. His master’s is in marriage, child 
and family counseling.

Tessa Fischer (BS ’12) has been accepted to 
the master’s in public health program at the 
University of Illinois, where she is already 
pursuing a doctorate in veterinary medicine. 
She hopes to work with zoonotic diseases 
someday, perhaps with an an agency like the 
Centers for Disease Control.

Gonzalo Villegas (BA ’12) was hired as a grant 
writing research assistant at California Con-
sulting LLC.

WEDDINGS 

Dulce Romero (BA ’07) married Ulises Urbina 
on September 10, 2011. They reside in San 
Antonio, TX. Dulce was recently awarded the 
Partnership for Research and Education in 
Material (PREM) fellowship at the University 
of Texas at San Antonio to continue her stud-
ies in the physics Ph.D. program. Ulises works 
as a high school physics teacher.

Melanie Nachtigall (BA ’12) married David 
Hawes (BA ’12) on August 16, 2012, at the 
G.L. Johnson Chapel at People’s Church in 
Fresno.
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ADOPTIONS 
James Jackson (BA ’91) and wife Ellen 
announce the adoption of their four foster 
children on June 4, 2012. They have adopted 
a total of five children and are raising three 
birth daughters.

BIRTHS 
1 Sarah (Unruh BA ’99) Hayden and husband 
Chad announce the birth of daughter Tess 
Ashley on August 20, 2011. Sarah is the risk 
manager for a national staffing company 
based in Fresno and Chad teaches advanced 
placement literature and runs the speech and 
debate program for Clovis North High School. 

2 Dawn (Chidester BA ’03, TC ’03) Mustin and 
husband Aaron announce the birth of daugh-
ter Alice Annmarie on August 24, 2012. She 
joins brothers Jackson, 5; and Jacob, 2.

3 Anna (Manzyuk BA ’05) Doroshuk and 
husband Yuri announce the birth of daughter 
Grace Belle on July 17, 2012. The family re-
sides in Dallas, TX.

4 Scott (BA ’08) and Jane (Chakhlasyan BA 
’08) Metcalf announce the birth of daughter 
Addisyn Araxie on August 2, 2012.  

5 Jeff (seminary ’11) and Stephanie (Berg BA 
’06, seminary ’09) Zimmerman announce the 
birth of daughter Paisley Renne on September 
19, 2012. She joins brother Maddex. 

DEATHS 
Mathilda “Tillie” Wall (PBI ’54) died Novem-
ber 30, 2012. Tillie, 97, served as a missionary 
nurse in the Congo (previously Zaire) for 35 
years.

Mary Ethel (Carroll BA ’67) Bull died Decem-
ber 31, 2012. Mary, 88, was a public school 
teacher in the San Joaquin Valley and taught 
for over 25 years. Survivors include step-
children Alvolyne Hiebert, Almalyne Smith 
(MA ’83) and Peggy Andrus; sisters Margaret 
Gonzales and Nancy Martinaitis; and brothers 
Jesse Carroll and Clifford Carroll. She was pre-
ceded in death by husband Alva and stepson 
Robert Bull. 

Janice Marie (Oyler BA ’77) Ratzlaff, 56, died 
November 17, 2011, from colon cancer. Sur-
vivors include her husband, Joel Ratzlaff (BA 
’76), and daughters Stephanie Dobrenen and 
Julie Woodward.

Elizabeth “Libby” (Rowland MA ’77) Meux 
died December 23, 2012. Libby, 65, was a 
reading specialist, ESL teacher and literacy 
coach for 37 years at many Fresno elementary 
schools. 

Paige (Turner BA ’88) Garcia, 47, died March 
17, 2013. She worked at AIMS Foundation 
and in a variety of social services positions for 
Madera County. She earned her MSW from 
California State University, Fresno.

Cheryl Marye (Hansen BA ’91) Buntich, 43, 
died March 26, 2013. A native of Selma, she 
was a teacher for several years and lived in 
Sun Valley with her husband, Stephen, and 
children Natalie, Jacob and Matthew, all of 
whom survive.

Beatrice “Bea” Warkentin, 89, died October 
11, 2012. Bea and her husband, Herman, 
were missionaries in India from 1946-53, and 
the Warkentin Prayer Chapel on the FPU main 
campus is named for them. She is survived by 
daughter Sharon and sons John and Ken. 

Waldo Hiebert, 98, former dean of students 
at MB Biblical Seminary (now Fresno Pacific 
Biblical Seminary), died February 25, 2013. 
In addition to 25 years at the seminary, he 
also pastored the Hillsboro and Reedley MB 
churches. Denominational posts included 
chair of the Board of General Welfare and 
Public Relations, chair of the Board of Mis-
sions/Services and chair and vice chair of U.S. 
Reference and Counsel. Waldo was born July 
3, 1914, at Mountain Lake, MN. He is survived 
by his children, Ted Hiebert, James Hiebert, 
Susan Bercilla and Daniel Hiebert. (Photo cour-

tesy Winnipeg Center for MB Studies)
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FPU OPENS 
DOORS  
FOR  
DESPAIN

“

“My first job is 
to think as a 
Christian. My 
second job is 
as fire chief.” 

}ALUMNI PROFILE

MIKE 
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PLAYING MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER is more 
than a dream for forward Paul Islas—it’s a goal. 

That goal is a work in progress for the Fresno 
native, who was drafted in the first round of the 

MLS Supplemental Draft by Chivas USA, the first NCAA Di-
vision II player drafted in FPU’s first year in DII.

Though the Chivas spot didn’t materialize, Islas has 
played reserve games with the San Jose Earthquakes, 
another MLS team, and played regularly with the Fresno 
Fuego in the USL (United Soccer Leagues) Premier Devel-
opment League.

Those who know Islas are confident he will succeed. 
“Paul has the skills and abilities to compete,” says Jaime 
Ramirez, FPU head soccer coach.

Islas capped one of the best careers in Sunbird history 
with a 22-goal and 12-assist senior season that earned 
him awards including a spot as NSCAA (National Soccer 

Coaches Athletic Association) Division II All-American. 
He helped FPU to a second-place finish in the Pacific West 
Conference, and finished his career third all-time at FPU in 
goals (55) and assists (33).

Beginning his career playing rec league soccer at a 
park on Dakota and West, Islas made the United States 
U-18 (Under 18) team while playing at Bullard High School 
and for the California Odyssey Soccer Club. After his U-18 
world tour Islas returned to play for the Fresno Fuego, a 
member of the PDL (Professional Development League), 
and led Bullard deep into the state playoffs. A top Division 
I prospect, Islas enrolled at Fresno Pacific to stay close to 
home and play for Ramirez.	

Islas was the second FPU player to be drafted by the 
MLS after Orlando Ramirez in 2005, and could become the 
fourth player in Sunbird history to play for an MLS fran-
chise (Ramirez, Pablo Campos, Milton Blanco).

MORE AT FPUATHLETICS.COM

SUNBIRDATHLETICS

By Brandon Tripp

“Paul has the skills and 
abilities to compete.”  
–Jaime Ramirez

SUNBIRD PAUL ISLAS  
 
FOLLOWING A 
SOCCER  
DREAM  
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Many hands built the new FPU Fitness Center.
“With our New Fitness center I can confidently 

and proudly say that FPU meets the needs of students 
on the academic level through our superior class 

standards, the emotional and spiritual level through our Christ-cen-
tered values, and now physically with a facility that enables stu-
dents to pursue a healthy lifestyle,” said Rachel Eng, the student 
speaker at the March 1 grand opening ceremony.

The Fitness Center is located on the north end of the Special 
Events Center, in the former weight room and racquetball court 
areas. The 3,200-square-foot space features cardio equipment 
including treadmills, elliptical machines and cycles; strength equip-
ment featuring pneumatic (air) and free weight resistance for both 
traditional and functional-movement training; and body-weight 
exercise equipment. Open floor spaces allow for training flexibility, 
and amenities include flooring and music/TV entertainment. 

Thanks to the many who made the Fitness Center possible came 
from Pete C. Menjares, FPU President; Don Diboll, associate profes-
sor of kinesiology; Barry Lockton, facilities director; Nicole Linder, 
major gifts director; John Thiesen, FPU board chair; and Dennis 
Janzen, athletics director. Donors, board members and others were 
noted for their generosity. Major gifts came from the Dr. Gunther 
Henry Schmitt estate, The Associated Students of Fresno Pacific 
University, the graduating class of 2012 and athletics donors. Com-
pleted in late February, the center was built by Target Constructors, 
Inc., Madera, with local subcontractors. The architects were RDT 
Architecture & Interior Design, Inc., Fresno. Most of the equipment 
is from Keiser Corporation and was manufactured in Fresno. Diboll 
serves as center director, and the staff is made up of students ma-
joring in kinesiology. 

With so much teamwork involved in the success of the project, 
the center is more than a place to exercise, said Eng, student body 
vice president, kinesiology major and student-athlete. “It should be 
remembered as a symbol of unity. We need to recognize our Fitness 
Center as a time of collaboration where alumni, community mem-
bers and the various facets of Fresno Pacific united to create this 
facility that will benefit our FPU family not only today, but for many 
years to come,” she said. 

The grand opening closed with tours of the Fitness Center and 
demonstrations of the equipment. Tours were also available of the 
Commuter Lounge in nearby East Hall, which opened December 7.

NEW 
FITNESS 
CENTER  
AN ASSET AND  
A SYMBOL

GET INVOLVED! The Fitness Center is just one of many facili-
ties and programs you can support at FPU. Learn more about the An-
nual Fund by contacting Nicole Linder at nicole.linder@fresno.edu or 
559-453-2058. Interested in Sunbird Athletics? Contact Nolan Yoder 
at nolan.yoder@fresno.edu or 559-453-5694.



Among the trees of Hume Lake in the Sequoia National 
Forest, Courtney People reached out and made a strang-
er a sister—and learned a little about God’s time.

Resident assistants, club leaders, student-athletes, 
student government officials, president’s scholars and other stu-
dents with leadership roles or potential gather in August at Hume 
Lake Christian Camps for the Leadership Retreat. This time of 
preparation and reflection under the direction of the Student Life 
Office and the Office of Spiritual Formation readies these students 
to lead, serve and minister in the coming academic year.

Courtney was readying for an assignment as resident assistant 
in Heaton House 3, where she would be overseeing several young 
women. Mentoring women to be disciples is important to the senior 
psychology major, who has led a mission trip to the Democratic Re-
public of Congo and is active in spirit care with the OSF. A Reedley 
native who grew up in Fresno, Courtney is also a youth leader at 
New Beginnings Community Baptist Church.

Already in prayer for her work over the coming year, Courtney 
thought she was preparing for the future. “I had been asking God 

to meet me and help me in my living area,” she says. God, however, 
wouldn’t wait for Courtney’s return to campus to make her part of 
the plan.

Sitting next to a freshman woman at a retreat event, Courtney 
struck up a conversation. The newcomer was enjoying her time at 
the retreat, but was unfamiliar with the songs and some practices 
because her family was not active in a church.   

“Everything she was experiencing was new to her. She felt the 
love and the family-like experience,” Courtney says. “I asked God to 
just use me. That was a changing moment, that God would answer 
prayers.”

On the second day the young woman (who has requested to re-
main anonymous) approached Courtney again after a foot-washing 
ceremony. “She came up and asked me if I would pray with her.” 
They prayed with three others, and Courtney asked the young 
woman if she would accept Christ into her life.

The answer was yes. 
When Courtney asked God for guidance, she didn’t expect an 

answer quite so soon. “But it just came like that—Amen,” she says.

Stories of transformation are everywhere, and remind those of us in the 
FPU community why we are here. Sharing those moments with Pacific 
readers is the goal of this series. If you have a story, or know someone 
who does, email Wayne Steffen at wsteffen@fresno.edu.

GOD’S TIME AMONG THE TREES

They are like trees planted  
by streams of water, which yield their fruit  
in its season, and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper.  Psalm 1:3 (NRSV)

LIVES    
transformed
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THANK 
   YOU!
	� TO ALL WHO 

SUPPORT FPU

THIS IS A SPECIAL REPORT to the supporters 
of Fresno Pacific University and Fresno Pacific 
Biblical Seminary. We have made every effort 
to ensure the accuracy of the information 
contained in this report. Please call to our 
attention any omissions or errors by contacting 
the Advancement Office at 559-453-2080.

Information in this report covers calendar year 
2012 for the university and seminary. 

DONOR LEVELS
 

CUMULATIVE GIVING LEVELS
•	$100,000 - Cornerstone
•	$50,000 - Round Table 
•	$25,000 - Lifetime President’s Circle

 
ANNUAL GIVING LEVELS
•	President’s Circle/Seminary Society -  
	 $1,000 or more
•	Dean’s Society contributed $500-$999
•	Steward’s Society contributed $100-$499
•	Friends of FPU contributed $1-$99

 

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE/SEMINARY SOCIETY  
These special people:

• promote FPU whenever possible
• pray for its people and needs
• encourage students to attend
• offer advice, counsel and encouragement

An estimated value is used for in-kind gifts, such as 
furnishings and equipment.

Bold Type indicates continuous membership in the 
President’s Circle since its inception.

Bold Type for organizations indicates donations of $1,000 
or more in 2012.

Small Caps indicate an alumni family

Italics indicates donations include gifts for the seminary.

◊ indicates donations include gifts for the Center for 
Community Transformation.

Names followed by an * are deceased since January 2012.

Giving benchmark totals and lifetime 
levels reflect combined university 
and seminary giving.

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
LIFETIME AND ANNUAL 
MEMBERS
398 Households
$1,973,052.58

IN MEMORY
Rosalie Balakian
Dick Falls
Harold Fleishauer
Roger Frantz
George Franz
Alma Heinrichs
Marvin Heinrichs
Eldon Jost
Charles Riggini*
Dr. Marvin Schlichting
Harold Silvani
Gerald E. Smith
Stan Unruh
Yoshiye Takahashi
Wilma Wiebe
Verna Wright

CORNERSTONE
David & Marjorie Allen
Jimmy & Juanita Allen
Mary Avakian
Kenneth & Lucille Barnett
Nadine Bartsch
John & Evelyn Bell
John & Esther Berg
Arthur Block
David & Bonnie Bloemhof
Glen & Helene Blue
Dale & Eleanor Boese
Harlan & Violet Chandler
Mark & Judi Deffenbacher
Dr. Velma Dyck & Stanley Schrock
William & Allison Dyck
Eugene & Phyllis Enns
Mike & Teresa Enns
John & Ardell Fair
Dr. Dennis R. Falk
Dick* & Lillian Falls
William & Kattie Fletcher
Lorraine Franz
Dr. Roger & LaWanda Franz
Tim & Patty Franz
Peter J. Funk
Ray & Mary June Goossen
Virgil & Nancy Goossen
Dr. Don & Karen Gregory
LeRoy & Dolores Guaglianone
Alan & JoAnn Halverson

Dr. Eric & Darlene Hanson
Delbert & Connie Hein
Wesley & Ann Heinrichs
Arthur & Judy Herwaldt
Bruce & Janet Hinman
Dr. Louis & Jean Janzen 
Richard Johanson
David & Carol Jost
Lynn & Donna Jost
Peter & Nancy Klassen
Robert & Patricia Krause
Scott & Debbie Leonard
Dr. Andrew & Annie Lin
Boyd & Barbara McMurchie
Ed & Bonnie Nachtigall
Ken Neufeld
Nancy Neufeld
Eugene & Barbara Nord
Donald & Elaine Pauls
Arthur & Donna Penner
Dr. Herbert & Ella Penner
Alvin & Annie Peters
Kenneth & Regina Peters
Greg & Valerie Quiring
Paul & Jane Quiring
Samuel & Betsy Reeves
Dalton & Beverly Reimer
Wilbert & Luetta Reimer
Nancy Rowland
Dr. Marvin* & Loree Schlichting
Elvera Schmidt
John & Mary Shehadey
Richard & Susan Shehadey

Frank Smith, Jr.
Gerald E. Smith*
Ted & Joyce Smith
Charles & Kay Spencer
Maria Spomer
Marvin & Nadene Steinert
Max & Charlotte Steinert
Leon & Luella Stutzman
Jack & Kelly Swertfager
Yoshiye Takahashi*

Marylene Thiesen
Roy & Barbara Thiesen
James & Ruth Unruh
Willie Vogt
Harold & Carol Voshage
Larry & Paula Warkentin
Dr. Al & Dotty Warkentine
Paul Wasemiller
Arthur J. Wiebe
Bob & Mary Wiens
Delbert Wiens & Dr. Marjorie 

Gerbrandt
James & Joyce Young

ROUND TABLE
Leo & Rosalie* Balakian
Loren & Jane Balzer
Gary & Kay Brown
John & Maryann Buhler
Adrienne Chakerian
Arnold & Susan Chakerian
Jean M. Coke
Rick Cottrell
Willard & Margaret Dick
Harold & Pat Enns
Jim & Donna Enns 
Nick & Rosemary Enns
Paul & Sherri Evert
Merrill & Priscilla Ewert
Jeanette Fast
Kenneth & Carol Fransen
Roger* & Katherine Frantz

George* & Judy Franz
Dr. Jake & Ruth Friesen
Robert & Carol Friesen
Walt & Dolly Friesen
Marianna Gaede
Steve & Pamela Goossen
Anne Guenther
Dr. Gene & June Heinrichs
Marvin* & Alma* Heinrichs
Jack & Lee Hiebert

Ben & Agnes Hofer
Rodney & Alice Hoover
Gary & Diane Huss
Judi Huss
Robert Kolbert
Richard & Peggi Kriegbaum
Dennis & Julia Langhofer
Dr. Nathan & Rosette Loewen
Wayne & Alvina Martin
Mary Nickel
Ted & Rosalie Nickel 
Richard & Joyce Nuckles
Vern & Hedy Pletz
Phillip & Martha Pullman
Franklin & Janice Reddig
King Richter
Charles* & Arlene Riggin
Henry & Kathryn Rogalsky
Rick & Necia Schuil
Harold* & Elizabeth Silvani
Donald & Florene Thiesen
Richard & Pat Unruh
Ann Wiebe
Dr. David & Lorma Wiebe
Richard & Billie Jean Wiebe
Dr. Edwin & Naomi Wiens
Stanley & Nancy Wilson
Muriel Wood
Dave & Nancy Youngs

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Charles & Karen Aeschbacher
James Aldredge
Dennis & Lynette Anderson
Jacob & Anita Andresen
Nancy Avakian
Walter & June Bartel
Richard & Barbara Berberian
Ruby Berg
Vivian Bergen
Betty Bergman
Jacob Brandt
Roger & Susan Braun
Wes & Boots Braun
Ellen Bush
David & Marion Chesemore
John & Sarah Chesemore
Tom & Linda Collins
Ron & Linda Decker
Arthur & Leona DeFehr
Henry & Erica Dick
Andrew & Cleora Ditommaso
Beth Dorough
David & Hildy Dyck
Alma Elrich
Calvin & Marjorie Elrich
Ruben & Agnes Enander
Ann Enns
Robert & Ruth Enns

2012 DONOR HONOR ROLL
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Pat & Michele Evans
Edwin & Mildred Ewy
Gene & Julia Feil 
Dr. Bruce & Jeanette Flaming
Kenneth & Sara Flaming
Harold* & Doris Fleishauer
Allen & Kathy Fortune
Joanne Frantz
Samuel & Susan Frantz
Mark & Susanne Franz
Dr. Brian & Marilyn Friesen
Loren & Cheryl Friesen
Dean & Kathy Gray
Betty Haak
Dr. Doug & Barbara Hampson
Dr. Gordon & Ruth Heinrichs
Robert & Marian Herrick
Dr. Tu-Hi & Susan Hong
Laura Isaac
Menno & Alice Isaac
Paula Isaak
George & Colleen Jackson
Erna Jantz
Edmund & Mary Janzen
Larry & Patti Johanson 
Walter Jones
Eldon* & Luella Jost
Marvin & Tips Just
Richard & Allyson Kahn
David & Mary Ann Karber
Jeannie Klaassen
Abe & Arlene Klassen
Roy & Paula Klassen
Esther Klassen-Isaak
Leland & Sharon Kleinsasser
Jay & Lisa Kliewer
Harvey & Roberta Kroeker
Steve & Lori Lum
Don & Joyce Martens
Elmer & Phyllis Martens
Larry & Kathleen Martens
Elona McKee
Dale & DonaDean McNeil
Dr. Don & Marilyn Nachtigall
Gary & Arlene Nachtigall
Don & Phyllis Neufeld
Lorin & Karen Neufeld
Cary & Roxanne Nikkel
Everett & Marilyn Norcross
Steve & Sally Norcross
Gregg & Deborah Palmer
Peter & Ruth Penner
Randy & Pamela Penner

Edward & Barbara Peters
Edna Quiring
Grant & Joan Radford
Sarah Regier
Lydia Reimer
Steve & Lillian Schwartz
John Scudder
Eric & Charlene Shenk
Gary Steinert
Barry Stillwell

Jason & Mary Trego
Stan* & JoAnn Unruh
Steve & Teri Varvis
Christopher Walling & Sandra 

Chesemore-Walling
Richard & Priscilla Walter
Leonard & Joyce Warkentin
Cregg & Cheryl Weinmann
Lucille Wiebe
Rubena Wiebe
Wilma Wiebe*
Devon & Beverly Wiens
Willard Winnie
Clifford & Verna* Wright
Glen & Peggy Sue Zimmerman

2012 ANNUAL MEMBERS
Lowell & Peggy Adrian
Katherine Anderson
Doug & Jennifer Armey
Laura Avakian
Robert Barlow
Leonard & Virginia Bell
Joshua & Michelle Bergman
Norma Bickmore
Ted & Sandra Bloemhof
Peter Bonsall & Pauline Castaneda 

Bonsall
James Brandt
Bill & Joyce Braun
Donald & Joan Braun
John & Diana Brelsford
Charity Brown
Ian & Sharon Burnett
Doug Caskey & Mary Liechty-Caskey
Brian & Jeanne Castadio
Chuck & Diane Catlin
Darrell & Joy Champion
Vince & Niki Correll ◊
Bob & Jacqueline Croft
Daniel & Melinda Cunningham
Scott & Barbara Daily
Edward & Jan Darden
Peggy Davis
Neil & Sonia DeFehr
Brian & Gaylene DeMars
Don & Deena Diboll
Ben Doerksen
Sharon Duerksen
Frank & Elly Durksen
Leroy & Jean Ediger
Stan & Patricia Ediger
Mark & Maria Eggert

Harlan & Brenda Elrich
Ed & Marlene Eng
Greg & Deborah Enns
Jim & Gail Enns
Stanton & Kristen Ens 
Roy Erford
Robert & Lynette Ewert
Herbert & Eleanor Foerster
Cindy Fox
Martin & Ellen Fox

Loren & Marvell French
Laurel Friesen
Ruth Friesen
Stan & Delores Friesen
Todd & Sarah Friesen
Dr. Melvyn & Vicki Froese
Nathan & Sheila Frowsing
Mike & Allison Garabedian
Arnold & Dianne Gazarian
Bruce & Pelageya Giffen ◊
Don & Nancy Griffith
Estela Gutierrez-Alvarez
Dr. L. Thomas Hackett & Mary Kay 

Buckley
Barbara Jo Harding
Rex & Shelley Haught ◊
Andrew & Amber Herrick
Dick & Bobbi Herrinton
Leon & Carolyn Hoover
Don & Connie Isaac
Mark & Laurie Isaac
Russ & Kathy Isaac
Ellen Janzen
John & Barbara Janzen
Kirk Johnson
Marshall & Pamela Johnston
Ruth Kallenberg ◊
Ken & Ellenia Kelly
Dr. Robert & Maryann Kinsey
Larry & Kei Kitahara
Dave & Ruth Klaassen
Bud & Bev Klassen
Dr. Kevin & Robin Klassen
Janet Klingenberg
Gerald Koop
Wesley & Elaine Kroeker
Michael & Judy Kulekjian
Marie Kuykendall
Robert & Judith Larka
Casandra Lindell
Colby & Nicole Linder
Dave & Megan Lockridge
Barry & Annelie Lockton
Harold & Darla Loewen
Bill & Anne Lyles
Jerry & Nanette Lyles
Skip & Heidi Lynn ◊
Glenda Mabry
Jonathan & Lisa Maher
Trent & Sheri
Merle & Benita Martin ◊
Kevin & Allison McNeely
Pete & Virginia Menjares
Rich & Pam Milhorn ◊
Marty & Joan Minasian
Rob Mock & Diana Bates Mock 
John & Rea Moore ◊
Byron & Lucille Neufeld 
Melvin Nikkel
Rebecca Nordquist
Adonijah & Eva Pauls
Albert & La Verna Pauls
Melvin Pauls
Jesse & Allie Penner
Garry & Ruth Prieb
Steve & Ruth Prieb

Jaime & Laura Beth Ramirez
Russell Rasmussen
Ron & Cora Regier
Valerie Rempel 
Jim & Yammilette Rodriguez
Gary & Connie Ruddell
Field Ruwe
John Salles
Walter & Daphne Saul
Wes & Jan Schmidt
Rob & Carleen Schuh
Marc & Cindy Schuil
Mike & Cindy Schuil
Frankie Siemens
Barry & Joni Smith
Donald & Kristine Smith
Bill & Linda Smittcamp
Glenn Snyder
Todd & Joy Soares
Greg & Susan Sommers
Dr. Alan & Pegi Sortor
Fred & Linda Starrh
Mark & Cindy Steele
Richard & Kathleen Stern
Anne Taylor
Elizabeth Thiesen
John & Anna Marie Thiesen
Ray & Joanne Thiesen
Ben Thiessen
Doug & Judi Thompson
John & Arlene Toews
David & Bobbi Trask
V T & Nina Tsvirinko 
Victor Veiss & Suzana Dobric Veiss 
Herwanna Voth
Gary & Tami Wall
Richard & Gina Wathen ◊
Charlie & Joyce Weis
Edward & Jane Wentzel
Hans & Sheri Wiedenhoefer
Dr. Aaron & Christa Wiens
Mark & Cindy Wiens
Harry & Elvina Willems
R.C. & Patricia Woods
DeWayne & Sandra Zinkin

ESTATE GIFTS
6 Donors
$163,645.68

Helen Berg
Selma Bergmann
Esther Ediger
Wallace Isaak
Virginia Just
Dr. Henry Schmitt

DEAN’S SOCIETY
83 Households
$52,337.81

J. Richard* & Dorothy Arndt ◊
David Arneson
Mark & Lynn Baker
John Barta
Ken & Anna Bartel

Bruce & Denise Beckhart ◊
Keith Bergthold ◊
Tom & Stacey Bieler ◊
Tom & Diana Bloxham ◊
Mark & Sheri Bollinger
Derek Boucher & Renee Singh-

Boucher
Ron & Judy Brown
Roy & Donna Brown
Dr. Evert & Joanne Bruckner ◊
James & Beverly Buller
R Michael Burton
Donna Callahan
Paul & Anne Charleston
Ron & Roxanne Claassen
Conrad* & Donna Clay
Bill & Judy Cockerham
Stan & Jean Cooper ◊
Jim & Kimberlynne Coppom
Terry & Sheri Costa
Jim & Roxanne Cousins ◊
Annette Dick
Greg & Jeanne Durbin ◊
Zachary & Eryn Durlam
Robert & Kathy Elliott ◊
Kevin & Connie Enns-Rempel
Lowell & Melissa Ens
Kimberly Felker
Valentino & Thelma Foglio
Richard & Suzanne Froese
Arly & Martha Funk
Jim & Mary Gaede
Curtis & Nancy Grant
Gerald & Carla Grauman
Charles & Lorraine Harms
Robert & Karol Hofer
Charles & Cathy Johnson
Ted Jones
Bert & Alice Jost
Duane & Cher Jost
Patrick Kimwele
Bryce & Ann Kopper
Richard & Bev Kopper
Peter & Symontje Kopriva
Jihn & Jennifer Koretoff 
Allan & Lori Kroeker
Jim & Letty Lamb
John & Linda Lee
Meleena Leon
Arlene Mack
John & Donna Marr
Viola Martens
Lois McClintock
Ken Methgen ◊
Ian & Aubrey Michael
Jim & Priscilla Neufeld
Will & Julie Nord
Doug & Sandra Ollenberger
Glenys Ortman
Robert & Alvina Osborne
Kris Owens
Robert Peters
Robert & Kathryn Price
Rene & Cindy Quintero
Clinton & Colleen Reimer
Kevin & Lynn Reimer
Nick & Marlene Rempel 
Daniel & Patricia Richardson
Tomas & Kimberly Roos
Erna Sallaska
Adina Schmidt
Rob & Diane Scott
Benere Smith
Lloyd & Diane Talbot
Wilmer & Hildegard Thiessen
Paul & Olga Toews
Don & Carolyn Warkentine
Gordon & LeAnna Wiens
Harry Wiens
Christian & Davonne Yada
 

 
 

STEWARD’S SOCIETY
467 Households
$90,292.59

Edward & Susan Abair
Robert & Annette Ackerman ◊
Ron Adams & Leah Ogden Adams
Jim & Annett Aiken
Benjamin & Marge Ainley
Russell & Peggy Allsman ◊
Joe Altamirano & Virginia Bustos-

Altamirano
Clarine Anderson
Eric & Lisa Anderson
John & Patricia Anderson
Kent Anderson
Jacob Andres
Aaron Arteaga ◊
Greg & Wendy Ashford
Joyce Aston ◊
Rob & Inger Avery
Susan Baker
Elden & Gloria Balzer
John Barron
Bette Bartel
Loyal Bartel
Raymond Beach
Rodney & Carolyn Becker
Robert & Elizabeth Benavides
Bobby & Jane Bennett 
Elton & Ella Berg
Ken & Susan Berg
Clint & Carla Bergen
David & Lydia Bergen
Sam & Marvis Bergen 
Gordon & Melinda Bergman
Marilyn Bergman
Linda Bettinger
Christine Bevacqua
Joe Billalba
Tim Billingsley
Garland Blackwell 
Evelyn Blasingame
Erna Block
Katherine Bonham
Jack & Debra Boogaard
Ed & Carol Boschman
Rick Bough & Leslie Schuemann
Malcolm & Hazel Bourdet
Bob & Kathy Boyd
Dr. Ernest & Pauline Bradley ◊
Michael & Maren Brajkovich ◊
Charles & JoAnn Brandt
Ronald & Lynn Brannan
Ken & Debbie Braun
John Briles
Matthew Brown
Michelle Browning
Robert Browning
Richard Bruce
Ken & Mary Jo Burchard
Glenn* & Gladys Button
Sam Cabraloff
Bill & Nancy Carle
Donald Carrion
John Carroll
Wayne & Karen Carstens
Daniel Carter
Donald & Barbara Carter
James & Monica Carter
Lyle & Anna Case
Paula Castadio
Neil & Ann Castro
Julie Cates
James Chambas & Kathleen 

Hannah-Chambas
Robert Chambas
Dennis & Debbie Cheselske
Gaston Cignetti & Carolina 

Vazquez
Eldon & Marcella Claassen
Roger Claassen & Cheryl Martin
Bart & Linda Clark
Diane Clarke ◊
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Mark & Misty Cleveland
Blaine & Janice Cobb
J.R. & Deidre Coleman
David & Barbara Cornish
Steve & Eileen Cornish
Tracy Cox
Kathy Cronin
Dr. K.O. & Cathy Crosby
Sandy Cunningham
Kevin & Lori Curtiss
Riley Curtiss 
Sasha Curtiss
Diane Daley
Don & Barbara Damschen
Jesse Darrah
Kathlyn Day
Wayne & Edna Decker
Joe Delatorre
Cassie Deniz
Roy & Charlotte Derksen
Jeff & Dana DeRosa
Ralph & Mary Derrick
Mary Ann Dews
Don & Norma* Dick
Helene Dillard
David & Anita Dodson
Glen & Jane Drake
Bernice Dueck
Delores Dunn
James & Barbette Dunn
Patricia Dunn
Naomi Dyck
David  & Sandra Eaton ◊
Larry & Dorothy Edwards
Ken & Priscilla Elrich
Katharine Enns
Richard & Carol Enns
Harold & Rose Epp
Charles & Sharon Ewert
Marlene Ewert
Michelle Ewert
Nancy Ewert
Linda Ewy
Wilfred & Bonnie Fadenrecht
Elva Farr
Elfreda Fast
Royce & Gail Fast
Richard Faul
Andrew & Denise Feil ◊
Randy & Karen Finney
Shannon Fleetwood
James & Blake Forseth
Peter & Jamie France ◊
Delbert & Anna Franz
Randy & Cathy Franz
Alix Frazer
Elizabeth French ◊
Jillian Friend
Laraine Friend 
Dwight & Shirley Friesen
John & Harriet Friesen
Steve & Janice Friesen
Arnold & Carol Froese
John & Lucy Frost
Mark & Anne Fulmer 
Clarence & Jeanette Funk
Kendall & Laurel Funk
Cynthia Gallegos
Joe & Wilma Garrison
Ben & Janet Gates ◊
Earl & Vivian Gayles
Xin Ge
Tim & Gertrud Geddert
Gwen Gerth
Dan & Diane Gilbert
Philip & Teri Girard
Philip & Judy Glanzer
Keith & Bethany Goble
Joe & Maria Gomes
Allison Gong
Walter & Darlene Goossen
Harley & Treva Gossen
Gary Gramenz
Clifford & Jean Grant

Bob & Kendra Green ◊
Michael & Carolyn Green
Jacqulyn Grisby
Laure & Jenifer Gross
Ronald Guenther
Margarito & Sylvia Guzman
Melanie Halajian
Kenneth & Susan Halbach
Kent & Kathryn Hamlin ◊
Janet Harader
Jesse & Mae Harder
Breck & Dora Harris
Dale & Heather Harvey
Ken Head
Keith & Carla Heal
Randall Hecker
Sarah Hecker
Dr. Allan & Bernice Hedberg ◊
Brett & Sarah Hedrick
Julia Heinrichs
Robert & Annamarie Heinrichs
Walter & Mary Ann Heinrichs
David & Debreth Henderson
Charles Henry
Jeff Hensley & Lynne Ashbeck
Joe & Lily Hernandez
Allen & Lois Hiebert 
Ted & Paula Hiebert
Wayne & Cynthia Hiebert
Todd & Marianne Hiester
Dale & Charline Hill
John Hill
Ronald & Glenda Hill
David & Dianna Hines
Todd & Maria Hinkle
Becky Hirschkorn
Brian Hirschkorn
Orin & Keri Hirschkorn
Calvin & Linda Hoff ◊
Terry & Catherine Holcomb
Gregory & Katherine Honegger
Paul & Bonnie Hooge
Tim & Amanda Hopkins
Darryl & Erika Horowitt
Margo Horyn
Michael & Denise Hurst
Dr. Glenn & Rie Ikawa
Allen & Esther Inouye
Meg Irwin
Walt & Eunice Isaak
Adina Janzen
David & Karen Janzen
Dennis & Jeanne Janzen
Dr. Herman & Eloise Janzen
Edward* & Marilyn Janzen
Jerry Janzen
Vernon & Genevieve Janzen
Andrew & Chandra Johnson
Debra Jura
Ted & Deborah Kampen
Kathleen Kaplan
David & Elaine Karber
Steven Karcher
Joel & Cathi Keener
Frank & Sandra Kerby
El & Nancy Kessler
John & Natalie Kilroy
Edward & Laura Kirkpatrick
Bill & Melissa Kisich
Dwight & Sharon Klaassen
Nick & Neva Klaassen
Anne Klassen
Jerome Kleinsasser & Jeanne Harrie
Doug Kliewer & Hope Nisly
Phil & Windi Kneeland
Rob & Sherry Knight ◊
Tim & Dorinda Koelewyn
John Koretoff
Viola Kroeker
Michael & Ellen Kunz
Victor & Grace Lai ◊
Neal & Colleen Laird
Shaun & Tiffany Laird
Katherine Lamb

Douglas Lanier
Esther Lanting
Norm Laraway
John & Joyce Larson
Donald Lawrence
Ray & Janet Lawson
John & Lynnda Laybourn ◊
Richard & Jill Lee
Jon Lewis
Linda Lewis
James & Doris Lloyd ◊
Mark & Jennifer Lloyd
Menno Loepp
Albert & Martha Loewen
Wallace & Esther Loewen
Greg Loosigian
Rodolfo & Marilyn Lopez
Michael & Karen Lozier
David Lundblad
Bruce & Karleen Lyons
Theodore & Dione Lyons
Aaryn Mackey
Kurt & Katherine Madden ◊
Paul & Sharon Magill
Mark & Lori Mainock
Pedro & Manuelita Mariscal
Shawn & Sheila Marshall
Charles Mart
Dr. Marty & Joan Martin ◊
Juan & Olga Martinez
Michelle Matson
Gary & Paulette Matsubara
Glen & Kelly Mauriello
Jaime Mayfield
Scott & Renee McCallum ◊
Linda McCauley
Kevin & Desiree McDougal
Craig & Susanne McFadden
Cliff & Holly McFarlin
Ross* & Connie McNeely
Norma Medina
Jennifer Mehling
Randy & Tiffany Mehrten
Anthony Mendoza
David & Martha
Rick Merlo
John Mesrobian
Dennis & Barbara Metzler ◊
Katelyn Michael
Fred & Suzanne Michaelis
Ralph & Betty Michaels
Dwight Miller
Roger & Marilyn Minassian ◊
Gilbert Molina
Richard & Denise Monis
Malia Mooradian
Judy Moore
Anthony & Carol Moreno
Ron & Betty Moreno
Jurgen & Elisabeth Moser 
Ken Mueller
Kelly & Kathy Nachtigall
Terry & Jennifer Nachtigall
Greg Nalchajian
Doug & Alyssa Nasalroad
Eric & Brooke Nasalroad
Ralph & Kennieth Nasalroad
Farrell Neeley
Douglas Neufeld
Marianne Neufeld
Willard & Judie Neufeld
James & Sylvia Neves
David & Mary Nickel
Fay Nielsen
Harold & Janice Nikoghosian
Gary & Elaine Nord
Maria Nunez 
Gilbert Nye
Lois O’Leary
Leroy & Donna Olson
Charles O’Neal
Richard Osborn
Patrick Ota
Ramon & Lisa* Oyervidez

Peter Padilla
Patrick Pagnucci
Thomas & Jean Parsons ◊
Stephen & Janet Pauls
Ross & Debra Peckinpah
Newton Penner 
Richard & Carolyn Penner
Alan & Jeanie Peters
Anthony Peters
Celia Peters
Dr. Alfred & Marilyn Peters
Shirley Petitt
Eric & Annie Plane
Beverly Plaugher
Larry & Dot Powell
Lawrence & Jean Preston
Arnie & Brenda Prieb
Charles & Naomi Prieb
Eldo & Erma Prieb
Carol Rains-Heisdorf
Jacob & Sonia Rambo
Steve & Lynette Ratzlaff
Leo & Ann Regier
Wilbert Regier 
Ernie & Christine Reichmuth
Dolly Reimche
Roland & Lois Reimer
Anne Rempe
Clarence & Amanda Rempel
Steve & Laurie Renna
Lailani Reyes
Rudolph & Brenda Reyes
Malcolm & Kathleen Ricci
Gregg & Juli Rice
Peter & Jonelle Richardson
Sarah Richardson
Mike Roberts & Marcille Roth-

Roberts
Randy & Christy Rocca
Ted & Kathleen Rose
Scott Rowley
Mike & Marcie Rupcich
Robert & Esther Rupp
Walter & Carolyn Rush
Duane & Clare Ann Ruth-

Heffelbower
Don Saladino
Stephen & Nancy Sanborn ◊
Espi & Francisca Sandoval
Laura Santos
John & Julie Scales
Stephen Schaffer
Dr. Garth & Tamara Schmidt
Donald & Vera Schoengarth
Adam Schrag
Alvin & Bonnie Schultz
Eric Schwab
Susan Scott
Ervin & Marilyn Seibel
Peter & Alisa Sena
Thomas & Betty Seuis
Ruth Shaeffer
George & Kari Shaterian
Todd & Amy Sheller
Donald & Joan Shumway
Jackie Silva
Colin Smallman
Dr. Ronald & Nancy Smith
George & Maria Smith
Mike & Carol Smith
Peter & Cheryl Smith
Ryan & Jennifer Smith
Ed & Jillian Sollid
Tom & Barbara Sommers
Johnny & Kim Sousa
Matthew Souza
Gale & Karen Sperling
Michael & Janice Stain  ◊
Wayne & Arlene Steffen
Bill Stewart
Keith & Rhoda Stoltenberg
Steve & Kristie Strand ◊
Steven & Nancy Stuckey ◊
Bud & Lois Sturgill

Robert & Wilma Suderman
Jack & Dana Swanson
Douglas Taylor & Julia Dyck
Michael Taylor
Kenneth & Patty Thiesen
Martha Thiesen
Virgil & Nelda Thiessen
William & Sharon Thornbury ◊
Peter & Karen Tozlian
Anthony & Kathleen Tucker
Michael & Lisa Vaughn
Kenton & Violet Vix
Mary Vogt
Mildred Vogt 
Randy & La Vonne Vogt
Ronald & Lou Ann Voth
Trent & Stephanie Voth
Wendy Wakeman & David Balzer
Arthur & Norma Wall
Sam & Christine Wall
Walter & Lori Wall 
David & Jane Wallin ◊
Terry Walter
Allen & Belva Warkentin
Jim & Shirley Warkentin
Carole Warnert
Mike & Paula Watney
Richard & Nancy Watson
Tom & Jennifer Watson
Linda Weishaar
Thomas & Karen Wendorff
Bruce & Leanne Westermann
Randy & Tina White
Frances Whitmore

Jan Whitteberry
Ella Wiebe
Alvin & Rose Wiens
Ronald & Janice Wilkins
Eddie Williams
Joan Williams
Joshua & Heidi Wilson
Walter & Linda Wilson
Jason & Sheryl Wood
Mark & Dawnette Woods
Dennis Wren
Barbara Wright
Chris & Joy Wright
Chris & Kimi Wright
Dieter Wulfhorst & Susan Doering
Rachel York
Jon & Michelle Yost
Steven & Denise Yribarren
Denette Zaninovich
Jennifer Zavala
Howard & June Zink

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS OF  
FRESNO PACIFIC
417 Households
$22,099.67

Edwin Abrahams
Ruth Abrahams
Bette Alford
Kirk & Robyn Anderson
Rebecca Andrews
Anonymous Donors
Jason Archuleta
Enrique Arellano
Ronald & Anita Arnold
Destiny Arredondo
David & Karen Atkinson
Kevin & Maribell Atkinson
Catherine Aujero
Lee & Shelley Ayres
Daniel Azevedo
Lou Azevedo
Neil & Linda Baird
Claire Bankston
John & Mary Barkman
Steve & Aleesia Barrett
Ruben Bartell
Ashlea Bartlett
Gregory Basara
Rebecca Basara
Glenn & Luzviminda Bautista 
Rolando & Alison Bautista
Loye & Ann Bechtold
Chris & Gloria Bench
Kerry & Beth Benjamin

Bob* & Susan Bennett
Joanne Bennett
Tim & Janine Bergdahl
Neisha Berger
Erwin & Patricia Bergman
Elizabeth Berlanga
Camille Berlin
Michael & Claudia Bertaina
Robert & Raye Boger
Bree Boghosian
John & Beverley Boogaard
Jeffrey Boothe
Mary Borders
Susan Boyett
Melissa Bradford
Merle & Paulette Bradford
Douglas & Joyce Brandt
Stan & Carol Brandt
Paul & Roxanne Braswell
Richard Braun
Kelly Brazil
Laurel Brazil
Marcia Brazil
Terry & Deborah Brensinger
Michael & Shannon Brewington
Gladys Briceno
Margaret Brooks 
Daniel & Sylvia Brown
David Brown
Forrest & Kathy Brown
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Nanette Bruce
Jim Bryan
David & Linda Buettner
Muriel Buller
Jack Burckhardt
Jonathon Burger
Megan Burk
Jessica Bush
Jamey & Amy Byrne ◊
Alice Cafaro
Anthony & Monica Cantu
Josie Carline
Vanessa Carrasco
Catherine Carrington
Jennifer Carter
Donald & Lorraine Caskey
Paul & Judy Castellanos
Yvonne Caveney
Joel & Margot Cegielski
Thomas Cemo
Daniel & Mandy Chacon
Anna Clayton
Karen Cleveland
Robert & Audrey Cleveland
Glenn & Amy Coeler
Brad & Kelli Coffman
Karen Cohen
Joe & Nancy Collins
William & Willa Copeland 
Kyle Coppom
John & Shirley Cove
Michael & Heidi Cronin
Richard & Katherine Crowe
Bruce Daher & Melanie Gutierrez-

Daher 
Anna Dahlquist
Timothy & Cheryl Daniel
Janet Daniels
Kevin & Carrie Danny
William & Merideth Dautel
Brian & Gia Davis
Imogene Davis ◊
Joycelyn Davis
Niki DeLaBarre
Nick & Michele Delgado ◊
Valere DiBuduo
Jim & Carol Dice ◊
David Dobrenen
Ted & Marjorie Duncan
Timothy & Ellen Easley
Louis & Rosie Echeverria
Raymond Eggert
Jon & Jennifer Endicott
Carolyn Erickson
Craig & Dorcas Erickson
Lee & Rosemary Erickson ◊
Daniel & Nohemi Escamilla
Rachel Fandel
Richard & Susan Farley
James & Tiffany Farmer
Jim & Shannon Farmer
Dennis & Connie Fast
Christopher & Bobbi Ferenchak
Marc Fiedor
Tony Fiedor
Virginia Fiedor
Mary Fifield
Donald Fischer
Brenda Fiscus
Matt & Beverly Ford ◊
Robert & Anita Ford
Lawrence & Carol Fordyce
Mark & Shannon Fox
Matthew Fox
Bill & Anne Fraker
Steven & Roilinda Franklin
Nancy Franz
Kathy Freeman
Robert French
Anne Friesen
Barbara Friesen
Erik Frodsham & Denise Braun-

Frodsham
Ron & Norma Froese

Richard & Susan Frueh
Patricia Fuller
Debra Fullerton
Fred Furrow
Raymond & Elisa Gallegos
Dennis & Janet Galloway
Aram & Sherra Garabedian
Gilbert & Camile Garza
James & Charlotte Gilbert
James & Lori Gilbert
Craig Gorbet
Evelyn Grantner 
Sean & Jodi Greene
John & Carole Greening
Ida Gross
LeOra Grunau
Amber Hall-Holmes
David & Dahlaine Hampson
John & Patricia Hansen
H & Genevieve Harmison
Marvin & Darlene Harms
Richard & Wanda Harms
Heidi Haugen
Dr. Leonard Heinrichs
Martin & Ardyth Heinrichs
Jeanne Heinrichs-Suhr
Rob & Laura Helwick
Paige Henderson
Aileen Hendratna
Stuart & Janet Hendricks
Sandra Henrichs
David & Dorothy Hernandez
Robert Hernandez & Kaili Zink-

Hernandez
Christine Hill
Tom & Patricia Hill
William & Darlene Hill
Scot & Sue Ann Hillman
Jim & Ida Hohm
Ken & Diane Hooge
Wayne & Laurell Huber
Harriet Huggins
Brett & Amanda Hunsuck
Tcher Hurh & May Mua 
Daphne Jackson
Thomas & Jeannie Janning
Jose Jauregui
Georgia Jeffery
Carly Johnson
Jeffrey & Jenny Jokinen
Gerald Jolley
Dave & Shauna Jones ◊
Edward & Jana Jones
Alice Justin
Dorothy Keener
Rod & Felicia Kellenberger ◊
Ronald & Marci Kerr
Lieza Kiel
Ruth Kliewer
Mariann Klomp
Sarah Knight
Bob & Wanda Kroeker 
Leroy Kroeker 
Jeffrey* & Gwyn Krstich
Gary & Margie Lampella
Brandon Lang
Denise Lange
Benny & Wanda Langley
Greg & Tiffany Lankford
Juana Lara
Charles & Paula Larson
Mike & Connie Laster
Kenneth & Rosalyn Lauer
Howard & Maureen Lee
Rob & Carole Leitgeb
Terrence & Hazel Lewis
Christy Lizaola
Helen Loewen
Kendal Logan
Kevin Long
Bryce & Sue Lund
Susan Lusk
Steven & Valerie Lyon
Eric & Coral Lytle

Daniel & Christine Mahoney
Geordeen Major
Douglas & Patricia Malott
Patrick & Gia Marino
Mario Mariscal
Janine Marklund
Letha Marlatt
Gregory & Susan Martin
Andre & Carrie Martinez
Raul Martinez & Judith Johnson 

Martinez 
Joanne Matoi
Bud Garbett & Sharon McAdams-

Garbett

Dave & Beverly McDannald
Cheryl McEleney
Brian & Janalee Melikian
Timothy & Luisa Metivier 
Lynn Meyer
B G Michaels
Richard Miles
Carol Miller ◊
Clinton & Janet Miller
Jason & Marylou Miller
Loretta Milne
Kimberly Mirwald
Mike Mitchell
Marylou Monteiro
Chris Moore
Joe & Debbie Morel
Michael & Dorothy Motta
David & Deloris Mulder
Mark & Lori Myers
Stan & Tracy Myers
Nina Nagel
Twylla Nalum
George & Joanne Nance
Michael Napoli
Brian Neary
Eric & Rebecca Nelson
Lexi Nelson
Kenneth & Claudia Nesmith
Carmen Neves
Laura Nickel
Timothy & Noelle Nightingale
Andrew Nilon
Terry & Cathy Oberg
David & Kathy Oliveira
Carl & Jayne Olson
Duane & Kathi Oswald
Alan & Sue Ours
Charles & Barbara Oxe
Sally Pakchoian
Benjamin & Gidalthi Pando
Kenneth & Dee Pannabecker
Roger & Dee Patrick
Jay & Cindy Patterson
Tia Patterson
Jason & Marie Paul 
Chet & Irene Pauls
Ed & Twyla Pauls
Roy & Eldoris Peak
Susan Pearman
Jenny Penner

Sandra Perkins
Anthony & Lynn Peters
Walter Petitt
Anthony & Lydia Picciuto
Steve & Karol Pidcoe
Jonae Pistoresi
Rita Poncho
Burdette Pontier
David & Mary Pontier
Carol Porter
Jason & April Powell 
Elizabeth Prasad
Wesley & Earline Putnam
Sergey & Elena Pyrev

Vladimir Pyryev & Natalya Pyryeva
John & Helen Quiring
Doris Rahn
David & Carol Ramey
Arthur Ramirez
Daniel & Marjorie Red
Michael Reece
Marlene Regan
Vernon & Jo Ella Reimer 
Mike & Lynn Reinhold
Clinton & Betsy Rempel ◊
Roland Rempel
Steven & Cynthia Reynolds
Jean Ricci ◊
Gabrielle Richardson
Paul & Dolores Richardson
Paul & Michelle Richardson
David & Serina Richert
Terry Roberts
Earl & Sandy Rocca
Nathan Roos
David & Mary Rose
Gigi & Opal Rubbo
Noe Saavedra
Patrick & Karen Sadler
James & Cindy Saenz
Marshall & Belinda Sanchez
Carla Savoia
Ivan & Carol Schaefer
Tim & Jill Schellenberg
Steven & Sandra Schirmbeck
Joe & Kathryn Schmidt
Jo Ann Schrenk
Brian & Rachel Schultz
Elmer & Mary Scott
Bill & Linda Seaberg
Harlan & Marlene Seibel
Ron & Kathy Seibel 
Jim & Marilyn Settle
Steven & Kathryn Settle
Mildred Sheffield
Jonathan Sheldon
Mike & Susie Sherer
Brian Siemens & Katherine Sovik-

Siemens
Charles & Julie Small
Gordon & Mindy Smith
Mack Smith
Stephen Smith
Ralph & Susan Snow

Nicholas & Anna Som 
Steven & Terrie Spalding
Gene & Geri Sperling
Stephen & Laurie Spielman
Kent & Hollie Stanley
Sharon Stanley
Ruth Stephens
Shaun Stephenson
David & Leota Stevens
Derek & Julie Stutzman
Henry Suderman
George Sue
Patricia Sugai
Matthew & Carol Sweeney
Monica Tasier
Robert & Janet Taylor
Dan & Natalie Tegtmeyer
John & Barbara Thiesen
Kimberly Thiesen
Dave & Connie Thiessen
Grace Thiessen
Melvin & Dorothy Thiessen
Rebecca Threewitt
Sharron Timmings
Mark & Patricia Tom
David & Lisa Tomamichel
Dan & Karen Torres
Ernesto & Jessie Torrez
Joseph & Laura Toscano
Kirk Urata
Van & Evelyn Vander
Dennis & Donna Vasher
Leo & Mary Villareal
Sandee Vossler
Jim & Barbara Voth
James & Betty Wagner
Lee & Alice Walker ◊
Russell & Patricia Walker
John & Karen Wall
Margaret Wall
Crystal Walsh
Eileen Walters
Joel & Mary Jane Warkentin
Marvin & Becky Warkentin
Gregory Warmerdam
Ramona Warren
Peter & Diana Wasemiller
Matthew & Lisa Watson  ◊
Jerry & Beverly Weimer
Allen & Gloria Wells
Paul Westby
Tanya Weston
Crystal Wetter
Alan & Carol Whaley 
Dale & Marilyn Wiebe
Margot Wiebe
Lois & Gail Wiens
Loren & Leslie Wiens
Ed & Velora Willems
Lois Wilson
Heather Wolfe
Heather Woloshyn
Donald & Evelyn Workman
Aaron & Kimberley Wun ◊
Kao Yang
Tatyana Yatsenko
Loren & Wendy York
Richard Young
Linda Yrigollen

CHURCHES & 
CHURCH-RELATED 
ORGANIZATIONS
183 Donors
$564,675.55

Abba’s Heart Ministries, Kingsburg 
Accion de Fe, Fresno 
Adams MB Church, Adams, OK
American Baptist Home Mission 

Society, Valley Forge, PA
Annadale Baptist Church, Sanger 
Apostolic Church of Indio
Armenian Missionary Association of 

America, Paramus, NJ
Asian American Baptist Caucus, San 

Francisco 
Awaken Church, Visalia 
Bartela M B Church, Kinshasa RDC
Belleview Community Church, 

Littleton, CO
The Berean Christian Church, Visalia 
Bethany Church, Fresno 
Bethel Assembly of God, Tulare 
Bethel Ladies Missionary Society, 

Huron, SD
Bethel MB Church, Yale, SD
Bible Christian Church, Le Grand 
Bible Fellowship Church, Rapid 

City, SD
Birch Bay Bible Community Church, 

Blaine, WA
The Bridge Bible Church, Bakersfield 
The Bridge, Fresno 
Buhler MB Church, KS
Butler Avenue MB Church, Fresno 
Calvary Bible Church, Bakersfield 
Calvary Chapel, Fresno
Calvary Community Church, 

Prunedale 
Canadian MB Conference
Centro Cristiano Pueblo de Dios, 

Fresno 
Christ Lutheran Church, Visalia 
Christian Womens Fellowship, Selma 
Church At the Southgate, Fresno 
Church of the Nazarene, Porterville 
Church of the Saviour, Hanford
Clovis Apostolic Church
Clovis Evangelical Free Church
Clovis First Assembly of God
College Community Church, Clovis 
Community Bible Church, Mountain 

Lake, MN
Community Bible, Olathe, KS
Corn MB Church, OK
Cornerstone Community Church, 

Chowchilla 
Cornerstone Community Church, 

Topeka, KS
Country Bible Church, Orland 
Creekside Evangelical Free Church, 

Merced 
Cutler Seventh Day Adventist Church
Desert Highlands Baptist Church, 

Palmdale 
Dinuba MB Church
Eagles Harbor Community Church, 

Clovis 
Ebenfeld MB Church, Hillsboro, KS
El Faro Community Church, Reedley 
Elim Trinity Church, Carmichael 
Enid MB Church, OK
Fairview MB Church, OK
First Assembly of God, Visalia 
First Baptist Church, Clovis
First Baptist Church, Fresno
First Baptist Church, Madera
First Baptist Church, Tulare
First Chinese Baptist, Fresno
First Church of the Nazarene, Visalia 
First Free Will Baptist Church, Clovis 
First Landmark Missionary, Visalia 
First MB Church, Wichita, KS
First Mennonite Church, Reedley 
First Presbyterian, Fresno ◊
First Reformed Presbyterian Church, 

Fresno 
First Southern Baptist Church, 

Porterville 
Fourth Street Church of God, 

Madera 
Full Gospel Assembly of God, 

Strathmore 
Garden Valley Church, Garden 

City, KS
GateWay Church, Visalia 
God’s Embassy Church, Sacramento 
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Good News Fellowship, Ferndale, WA
Gospel Fellowship MB Church, Wolf 

Point, MT
Grace Chapel, Lancaster 
Grace Community Church, Ramona 
Grace Community Church, Visalia 
Grace Family Church, Carmichael 
Growing Healthy Churches, San 

Ramon 
Harvey MB Church, ND
Henderson MB Church, NE
Heritage Bible Church, Bakersfield 
Hesston MB Church, KS
Hillsboro MB Church, KS
Hillside Covenant Church, Walnut 

Creek 
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic, 

Fresno 
Hope Lutheran Church, Fresno 
House of Gospel Church, Pinedale 
Iglesia Casa de Dios, Sanger 
Iglesia Emmanuel, Porterville 
Iglesia Hispana Cuadrangular la 

Promesa, Fresno 
Iglesia la Roca, Sanger 
Iglesia Uncion Divina, Exeter 
Immanuel Evangelical Slavic Church, 

North Highlands 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fresno 
In Christ’s Love Ministries, Auberry 
Jesuit House, Fresno 
Kingsburg Community Church
Kingsburg MB Church
Kingwood Bible, Salem, OR
Koerner Heights Church, Newton, KS
Koinonia Christian Fellowship, 

Hanford 
La Gracia, Fresno 
La Gran Comision Almavision TV 

Ministries, Clovis 
Lakeside Community Church, 

Hanford 
Laton Church of the Brethren
Laurelglen Bible Church, Bakersfield 
Lifeway Baptist Church, Fresno 
Lincoln Glen Church, San Jose 
M B Missions, Fresno 
Madera Avenue Bible Church
Martin Box Church, Marshall, AR
Memorial Road M B Church, 

Edmond, OK
Mennonite Community Church, 

Fresno 
Mountain View Community Church, 

Fresno 

Neighborhood Church, Visalia 
New Beginnings Community Baptist 

Church, Fresno 
New Covenant Community Church, 

Fresno 
New Covenant International 

Ministries, Clovis 
New Harvest Church, Clovis 

New Hope Bible Church, Grants 
Pass, OR

New Hope Community, Clovis
New Hope Family Church, Selma 
New Hopedale MB Church, Meno, OK
New Life Church, Ulysses, KS
New Testament Community Church, 

Fresno 
North Fresno Japanese Chapel
North Fresno MB Church
North Oak Community Church, 

Hays, KS
Northpointe Community Church, 

Fresno 
Northside Christian Church, Clovis 
Northwest Church, Fresno 
The Oasis Church, Hanford 
On Ramps Covenant Church, Fresno 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 

Mendota 
Pacific District Conference, Fresno 
Parkside Chapel, Visalia 
Parkview MB Church, Hillsboro, KS
Peoples Church, Fresno ◊ 
Radiant Church, Visalia 
Reedley MB Church
River Oak Grace Community Church, 

Oakdale 
Roman Catholic Diocese, Fresno 
Rosedale Bible Church, Bakersfield 
Saint Lucy’s Catholic Church, Fowler 
Saints Rest Baptist Church, Fresno 
Salem MB Church, Freeman, SD
The Salvation Army, Visalia 
Santa Clarita United Methodist 

Church
Seventh Day Adventist Church, 

Hanford 
Shafter MB Church
Sonrise Church, Clovis 
St. Angela Merici Church, Brea 
St. Anne’s Church, Porterville
St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church, 

Wildomar 
St. James Angelican Cathedral, 

Fresno 
St. John Eudes Church, Chatsworth 
St. John the Evangelist Anglican 

Church, Stockton 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 

Reidsville, NC
Stevenson Ranch Community 

Foursquare Church
Sunrise Community Church, Tulare 
Templo de Oracion, Traver 

Templo Getsemani de Tulare
Templo Maranatha, Dos Palos 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Fresno 
Tulare Community Church, Tulare 
United Faith Christian Fellowship, 

Fresno 
United Methodist Church, Los Banos 
United Methodist Church, Visalia 

University Presbyterian, Fresno ◊
University Vineyard Fellowship, 

Fresno 
US Conference of MB Churches, 

Wichita, KS
Valley Christian Center, Fresno 
Valley West Christian Center, Madera 
Valleyview Bible Church, Cimarron, 

KS
Victory Life Center, Fresno 
Vinewood Community Church, Lodi 
Vineyard Christian Fellowship, 

Tulare 
Visalia Buddhist Church, Visalia 
West Coast MCC, Reedley 
West Portal Church, Saskatoon, SK
The Word Community Church, Fresno 
Zoar MB Church, Inman, KS

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS, 
SCHOOLS AND SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS

253 Donors
$1,105,720.47

ACT
Advanced Computer Technologies
Ajay Minhas, Inc / Subway Sandwich
Allied Exeter Scholarship
Alpha Graphics
American Guild of Organists
AmeriCorps
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Anderson Spraying Service
Andrade & Company
Aqua Nail and Spa
Arbonne
Armey Family Foundation
Arrigoni Art Studio and Gallery
Athletic Designs
Avid Center
B Fresh Produce
Baker, Peterson and Franklin, 

CPA, LLP
Bakke Graduate University ◊
Bank of the West
Barlocker Insurance Services
Barron’s Bake Shop
Barrows Physical Therapy
Ruben Bartell Farms
Bebe Nails and Spa
Becker Insurance Agency
Bella Home Décor and Gift
Belmont Nursery
Bergman Farms
The Bertha & John Garabedian 

Charitable Foundation
Best Agri-Marketing
Betts Spring
Blair, Church & Flynn Engineers
Bloomie’s Floral and Gift
Bobby Salazar’s
Bolen Fransen LLP
Bowman and Company, LLP
BP Fabric of America Fund
Buchanan High School Foundation
The Business Journal
CA Correctional Peace Officers Assoc
California CPA - Fresno Chapter
Campagnia
Kimberly Carlson Photography
Caterpillar Foundation
Central Valley R V Repair
The Cheesecake Factory
Chick Fil-A
Chickasaw Nation
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
Chuck E Cheese
The Cinderella Cellar
Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Clovis High School Cougar 

Foundation

Clovis Insurance Agency
Clovis Unified School District
Coalinga Valley Health Clinics
Coldstone Creamery
College of the Sequoias
Community Action Partnership 

of Kern
Council of Mexican-American 

Women
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe 

of Indians
Creative Nails
CSUF Foundation
Edwin S. Darden & Associates
Dave’s Smokin BBQ
Davonne Vineyards
Daytona State College Foundation
Delta Kappa Gamma Society Sigma
Designing Women
Di Cicco’s Italian Restaurant
Doctors Hospital Manteca Auxiliary
Thos Downey HS Assoc Students
Dritsas Groom & McCormick LLP
Dumont Printing
The Eckmann Foundation
Education & Leadership Foundation
Educational Employees Credit Union
Enterprise Rent-A-Car, LLC
Eye-Q Vision Care
Facility Designs
Farmcredit West, FLCA
The Flex Factory
Foundation of C S U Monterey Bay
4F Ranch
Four W Farms LLC
Fresno County Court School PTA
Fresno County Federal Credit Union
Fresno Grizzlies
Fresno Pest Control
Fresno Regional Foundation
Frito-Lay
FSM National Goverment
FTMS, Inc. ◊
Future Foam, Inc
Gates Millennium Scholars
General Mills Foundation
Georgia Southern University 

Foundation
Golden Coast Gallery
Golden West High School
Gottschalk Music Center
Government of Canada
Governor’s Scholarship Programs
Guarantee Real Estate
H & D Taylor, Inc
Hanford Joint Union High School 

District
Hanson Family Foundation
Jack A Harris Memorial Scholarship
Hedrick’s Chevrolet
Highland Auto Repair, Inc.
Hispanic Scholarship Fund
Hofer-Loewen Family Charity
Horn Photo Shop
Housing Authority of the County 

of Tulare

Hungry Hair
IBS Supplies
Iglesia de Cristo
ilovetocreate.com
Innogive Foundation
International Scholarship and Tuition 

Services
The Ivy At Riverpark
IWS-Industrial Waste/Salvage
Jeff’s Pest Control, Inc
Johanson Transportation Service
Kaiser Permanente Medical Ctr
Kaiser-Francis Oil Co
Kenneth Jon Kitley
Ken’s Sealing and Striping
Kerman Chamber of Commerce
Kings County Office of Education
Kitahara Buick and G M C
KJWL K-Jewel 99.3 FM
Knibb Enterprises LLC
Kraft Foods
KYNO 940 AM
Brian Leighton, Law Offices
Life’s Little Treasure
Lincoln Glen Manor
Link Care Center
LJS Construction
Madera High School
Madera High School Student Body
Madera NAACP Branch 1084
Madera South High School Student 

Body
Marie Calender’s
McCormick Barstow Sheppard et al
McKesson Foundation
Edward Arthur Mellinger 

Educational Foundation
Me-N-Eds
Mennonite Aid Plan of the Pacific 

Coast
Mennonite Brethren Foundation
Men’s Warehouse
Merced High School
Merced Union High School District
Metalmark Climbing and Fitness
Mid-State Properties
Midtown Sports Fall Baseball
Theresa A. Mike Scholarship 

Foundation
Milano Restaurants International
Mimi’s Cafe
Miss Atwater Scholarship Program
Miss Tulare County
Modesto North Rotary Club
Tom Mott Frame Maker
MVP Insurance Agency
National Student Loans Service 

Centre
Neighbors Tap and Cookhouse
North Fork Rancheria
Law Office of Timothy W. O’Hara
Operation Jump Start
Orange Cove High School
The Orestimba Scholarship 

Community Assoc
Orlopp Family Farms, Inc

PPAV Scholarship Fund
Pacific Gas & Electric
Paramount Farming Company
Pardini’s Catering
Patient Advocate Foundation
Pepsi Cola Company
Perainos Jewelers and Gifts
Leon S. Peters Foundation
Pioneer College Caterers
Pita Pit
Pohnpei State Government
Powell’s Sweet Shop
Producer’s Dairy Foods, Inc.
Quartz Valley Indian Reservation
Reedley River City Theatre Company
C. A. Reding Company
Rideau Acres
Riverside Golf Course
Rob Van Grouw Dairy
Rocca Enterprises
Roll Giving
Rotary Club of Fresno
Rotary Club of Kerman
Rotary Club of Pohnpei FSM
Ruiz Food Products
The Salvation Army
San Joaquin Family Health Care 

Assn
Scholarship America
Schuil & Associates
Scribbles
Jack Scudder Memorial Fund
Seabury, Copland & Anderson 

Insurance Agency
Sequoia Bark Sales
Sequoia Brewing Co., LLC
Shawnee Tribe
Soccer Express
Southern Wines & Spirits 

Scholarship Program
Spike and Rail Restaurant
Spirit 88.9
Sports Authority
Sportsmen’s Den
Stanwood Camano Area Foundation
Starrh and Starrh Cotton Growers
State Farm Companies Foundation
Summa Development Group
Sunnyside Bicycles
Swim Suits West
Sybesma Dairy
T Mooradian Ranches
Jan Thomas Swim School
Thompson Insurance Agency
Tina’s Wigs
Todd’s Hardwood Flooring
Toyota of Clovis
Tres Jolie Salon
Triple B Ranch
John Troxel Construction
Tulare County Office of Education
Tule River Tribal Council
TW Telecom
Uncle Harry’s Bagels
Undergraduate Students of FPU
Valley Music Center
Valley Pistachio Country
Valley Public Radio
Valley Rod and Gun
Valley Welding and Machine Works
Vaquero Energy Inc.
Vonda’s At Villaggio
Wanger Jones Helsley PC
Wawona Frozen Foods
Wayne T. Ota, CPA
Wells Fargo Bank ◊
Westco Equities, Inc.
Willow Gardens Homeowners 

Association
Wills Enterprises
Windgate Charitable Foundation
Yosemite Falls Cafe
Yosemite Sierra Visitors Bureau
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we set up a student scholarship  

at Fresno Pacific. Helping students  

fund their education has been a  

source of real satisfaction to us.  

We have also made arrangements to  

gift part of our IRA to the scholarship  

following our lifetimes. The gift value  

will be transferred tax free and our  

estate will receive a charitable  

deduction.” 

— RAY AND MARY JUNE GOOSSEN

“Thirty years ago 

“We want to help students  
 attend Fresno Pacific University”

Contact Mark Deffenbacher, CFRE, executive director 
Fresno Pacific University Foundation
559-453-2239 • mdeffen@fresno.edu
See our video at fresno.edu/foundation

Learn more about the benefits of IRA bequests, rollovers, trusts and other planned-giving opportunities.  
A brochure is available.

•	 	Receive IRA income for life
•	 Bypass federal and state income tax
•	 Bypass estate and capital gains taxes
•	 Receive estate tax charitable contribution credit


